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Because God first loved us, we live as Jesus in the world.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me 
away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy 
of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.   – Psalm 51:10-12

More photos from the family winter 
retreat at Camp Wapo on Page 8.

http://www.trinitylc.org
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Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right 
spirit within me. Do not cast me 
away from your presence, and 
do not take your holy spirit from 
me. Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation, and sustain in me a 
willing spirit.   – Psalm 51:10-12

Ah, Lent. A confounding and 
confusing time. A season that some 
embrace. A season that some do 
not recognize.
Lent is the 40 days (not counting 
Sundays, as they are understood 
to be “Little Easters”) between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter Sunday.
It was originally a time for the 
catechumenate (those receiving 
instruction in the faith) to prepare 
for their baptism at the Easter Vigil. 
Part of the associated austerity came 
from the expectation that self-denial 
was part of the preparation for this 
holy ritual washing. And to begin the 
practice of a particularly clean life, in 
some circles one was expected to stop 
sinning once baptized. Fortunately 
for all of us, God’s generous grace has 
lifted that unrealistic expectation!
While our understanding may have 
changed a bit, Lent is still set aside as 
a time of self-reflection, self-denial, 
austerity in personal practices, and 
so on.
It’s common practice among some 
Christians to mark Lent by giving 
something up, like sugar, alcohol, TV, 
or swearing. In college, one young 
woman in my circle gave up wearing 
jeans for Lent. Forty years later and I 
am still not clear about why. It’s also 
common to add something, like a 
daily devotion, bible reading, or acts of 
service or generosity.

However you choose “to Lent,” the 
idea is to use the time and your 
chosen practice to draw closer to 
God in honesty and humility. And to 
remember our utter dependence on 
God’s grace, love and compassion. But 
rather than understanding that we are 
dependent on God because we are no 
better than sinful worms(!), we recog-
nize that our dependence is on God’s 
abundance, generosity and eagerness 
to be in partnership, lifting us up, 
restoring us to hope, peace, even joy.
Lent then becomes a time of gentle 
celebration. Not the raucous jubi-
lance of Easter, not yet. But a time to 
remember who we are in the eyes of 
God and give thanks.
Maybe you will do a gratitude journal. 
Maybe you will sit in silence for five 
minutes every morning. Maybe you 
will give up one meal a week and 
donate the equivalent to the food shelf. 
Maybe you will join us Wednesday 
evenings for Dinner Church, which 
will have a special Lent flavor. (Or as a 
friend once said, A more Lentil flavor!?)
Whatever we do, we do it to celebrate 
God who loves us recklessly all the 
way through death into newness 
of life.
In peace,

Pastor Chris

How will you “do Lent?”
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welcome BRENDA 
Hi! My name is Brenda Schumacher. I am 
thrilled to join the staff here at Trinity as 
Accounting Coordinator. I have worked 
in accounting for more than 25 years and 
customer service prior to that. I retired 
for a year and a half and realized I missed 
the camaraderie and satisfaction of a 
productive day’s work that this position 
has provided already in the short time I 
have been here.

I grew up in North Dakota and get back 
there often to see my mom and family; 
I am also the proud mother of two 
daughters and ecstatic grandmother 
of two granddaughters, they are all my 
absolute joy. I love to read, camp, hike, 
and have three gardens where I spend a 
lot of time.

I feel blessed to be called to assist where I 
can and become part of this community. 
Thank you for the opportunity!
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PASTOR OF LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION  
THE REV. PETER WESTON MILLER

On a recent episode of Hidden Brain 
with Shankar Vedantam on National 
Public Radio, he interviewed neuro-
psychologist Lisa Feldman Barret 
about where feelings come from. 
You can find the podcast in a quick 
internet search. Barret has a new book 
called Seven and a Half Lessons about 
the Brain. 
She shares a story about her daughter 
training for her first-level black belt 
in karate. Her daughter was a little 
less than five feet tall at the time and 
she had to spar against much bigger 
competitors to earn the designation. 
Her sensei looked at her warming up 
and coached her saying, “get your 
butterflies flying in formation.”
Barret explains that our brain is 
constantly trying to predict what 
kind of output is needed in the next 
moment. Most of this response is 
driven by metabolic efficiency and the 
stewarding of resources. 
In karate, Barret’s daughter needs the 
fuel of the feeling of nerves or butter-
flies, both the adrenaline and the 
courage, but she also needs to channel 

those feelings positively to be her best. 
She needs to get her butterflies flying 
in formation.
This might be some of what the 
Psalmist is crying out to God for in 
creating a clean or right heart. It’s a 
mixture of trust and spiritual align-
ment. For everything to be flying in 
formation. To trust who God is and 
who God has made. 
Not that we ever have it completely 
figured out or that we can just manu-
facture a different reality than we 
are in. 
But also that God has wired us 
marvelously—for mercy and love and 
grace and compassion. For restoration 
and healing no matter what we face.
It occurs to me that anything worth 
doing might cause us to be nervous. 
Especially responding from the depth 
of our faith.
Anything worth changing in our lives. 
Any big project at work or school. 
Anything that makes the world a 
better place for us and our neighbors. 

Butterflies Flying in Formation

The Trinity Bell Ensemble performing at 
worship on Jan. 7.

I am almost certain that this was the 
case for the first disciples responding 
to Jesus’ call to join in the harvest 
work of the Gospel. As far as we can 
tell, these early companions didn’t 
have extensive theological training 
or financial acumen, or professional 
ministry skills, but their task from 
Jesus was often get their butterflies 
flying in formation. 
To experience the nearness of God’s 
love. To share in the giving and 
receiving of gifts. To keep learning 
and growing and mustering the 
courage to try again each new day.
That seems like much of the same 
task that we are invited into in 2024. 
Trusting God to continue to restore 
and sustain us. 
As we quickly move into the season 
of Lent and Easter, where butterflies 
signal the joy of resurrection transfor-
mation, I look forward to the ways we 
seek to fly in formation together.  
Which is always worth doing and 
always transformative.
In the mind of Christ,

Pastor Peter
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Congregational Council
Our congregational governance 
calls for an elected council and 
includes the Lead Pastor, Chris 
Bellefeuille, DMin. Our current 
congregational council includes 
the following Trinity members:

For more information about your 
council, please visit: https://trinitylc.
org/welcome/who-we-are/council/

https://trinitylc
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The Web of Care
We were asked a great question recently: 
How do you let someone at the church 
know when you have a pastoral or other 
care need?

First let’s describe the web of care.

The Care Team 
Pastor Peter, Pastor Chris and Pastor Rich 
all provide pastoral care to members 
of the congregation as you have need: 
hospitalizations, surgeries, death and 
loss, support, and so on. Our Care 
Team also includes Faith Community 
Nurse Kim Dahlgren and Connections 
Coordinator Zanny Johnson. Kim helps 
folks navigate what their needs are and 
how best to serve them. Kim also coordi-
nates our Prayer Team. Zanny works with 
our caring friends and visitors, watching 
over connections and streamlining 
communication.

The Care Team meets once per month. 
We have a confidential check in to make 
sure needs are being met and to assess if 
other support might be helpful, like the 
meal ministry or adding a visitor.

The On-Call Pastor 
We also have an on-call pastor desig-
nated for each month. When you call 
the church office during office hours, 
your request will be directed to the 

CONGREGATIONAL
CARE

on-call pastor. That pastor will work with 
the team to make sure that someone 
connects with you. It may or may not be 
the on-call pastor. It may or may not be 
your “favorite” pastor. But together we 
work hard to make certain that you are 
cared for.

You can also call the church office 
after hours and follow the prompts for 
pastoral emergencies from the menu. 
You can leave a confidential message 
and the on-call pastor will be alerted via 
text message and email that a message 
has been left. A member of the team will 
respond as quickly as possible.

Typically, once a pastor starts working 
with you, they will continue to journey 
with you throughout whatever your 
concern might be. Sometimes, another 
pastor will need to step in due to 
vacation or other demands. But we 
communicate throughout to make sure 
that you are well cared for.

One thing we can say for sure: we can’t 
do a good job caring for you if we don’t 
know your wish for care! So please don’t 
hesitate to reach out.

A note on confidentiality: In order to 
ensure the best possible care, the Care 
Team holds confidentiality together. 
However, if you choose to share some-
thing with one member of the team and 
ask that they not share it further, that 
request will be respected.

REMINDER: AED locations
February is American Heart Month. 
So, we felt it fitting to remind you of 
the location of the AEDs (Automated 
External Defibrillators) in our building. 
We have one available next to the 
kitchenette in the Commons. We also 
have an AED on the west wall in the 
Narthex just outside the Worship Center 
above the fire extinguisher and near 
the usher stand. It is proven that early 
intervention in a cardiac event saves 
lives. AEDs are extremely easy to use, 
follow the prompts. Generally speaking, 
an AED should be used when a person 
is unconscious (not responsive) and not 
breathing properly. Remember to also 
call 911, or designate someone to call 
when possible.

AED next to the kitchenette in the Commons

AED on the west wall in the Narthex just outside 
the Worship Center

PHOTO: Tuesday quilters enjoyed a 
Christmas brunch together. 

Trinity’s quilting ministry team meets 
every Tuesday from 2-4 p.m. in the Living 
Room (lower level at Trinity near the 
Library). All are welcome to share in the 
joy of making quilts for those in need. No 
experience needed. Donations of cotton 
material and quilt batting are always 
welcome! Questions? Contact Zanny 
Johnson at zjohnson@trinitylc.org.

mailto:zjohnson@trinitylc.org


7February 2024 • Trinity Today

Sunday Forum 
10 a.m. |  Garden Room
At Trinity we believe faith formation 
is a lifelong endeavor. Sunday Forum 
provides a place for all adults and teens 
to wonder, learn, share and grow in 
faith. Read more at : https://trinitylc.org/
learning/adult/adult-ed/

LIFELONG FAITH 
FORMATION

Making Peace with Immigration, Asylum & Folks on the Move
It’s been said that much of scripture is a travel log for God’s involvement. God’s 
people are often on the move, sometimes forced by situations beyond their control. 
Jesus and Paul never stay still long. According to the International Organization 
of Migration there are more than 280 million migrants globally, the highest at any 
point in human history. Minnesota, with the leadership of many faith communities, 
has often been a model for welcoming folks to a new home with the right supports. 
Throughout February, the Sunday Forum will be building a conversation with folks 
who continue to make peace and collaborate in this local and global process. 

COMING UP IN FAITH FORUM:  
Sunday, Feb. 4  |  10 a.m. in the Garden Room 
Trinity’s Reconciling in Christ Team
Join us for a presentation by our Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Team, including a 
welcome statement update.

Sunday, Feb. 11 one worship service only at 10 a.m. (see back cover). Sunday, Feb. 18 
Faith Forum to be announced.

Sunday, Feb. 25  |  10 a.m. in the Garden Room
A Conversation with the Rev. Dr. Ry Sigglekow 
Sigglekow is Director of the Leadership Center for Social 
Justice and Pueblos de Lucha y Esperanza at United 
Theological Seminary. He earned his doctorate in 
Theology and Ethics from Princeton Theological Seminary 
and previously served as the director of Initiatives in Faith 
& Praxis at the University of St. Thomas where he taught 
courses at the intersection of race, class, and gender 
with a focus on migration, the abolition of borders, 
and theologies of liberation. An ordained Mennonite 
minister and former pastor of Faith Mennonite Church 
(Minneapolis), Ry has been actively involved in grassroots 
community organizing for several years alongside 
Spanish-speaking undocumented people. He is co-founder of Pueblos de Lucha 
y Esperanza (Peoples of Struggle and Hope), a faith-based, women-centered, and 
immigrant-led organization that seeks to build power in the community so that all 
people have a place to belong, a place to stay, and a place to grow.

Coming up!  |  Date and time TBD
A Conversation with Karla Leitzman
Leitzman is Philanthropic Advisor for at Global Refuge. 
Global Refuge, formerly Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service (LIRS), is a nonprofit serving newcomers 
seeking safety, support, and a share in the American 
dream. For 85 years, we have welcomed those seeking 
refuge, upholding a legacy of compassion and grace for 
people in crisis. We walk alongside individuals, families, 
and children as they begin their new lives in the United 
States through our work in refugee resettlement, 
welcome and respite services for asylum seekers, 
economic empowerment and employment, and family 
unification for unaccompanied children. To date, we have served over 750,000 people 
from around the globe.

Sunday Open Gym  |  10 a.m.  
For Children & Families 
Open Gym is for children and families 
in between worship services. Coffee is 
available for parents who would like to 
stay in the Gym for fellowship; and for 
parents wishing to attend Sunday Faith 
Forum, the Gym is supervised by middle/
high school youth volunteers.

Trinity  
Scholarship 

Fund
The Trinity Scholarship Fund for 
higher education was established 
by the estate of Jeanette Johnson, 
and is awarded each year on the 
basis of academic status, co-
curricular achievement, good 
citizenship and active involvement 
at Trinity. Read more and download 
application at: https://trinitylc.
org/learning/youth/scholarship-
fund/. Scholarship and renewal 
applications must be received by 
Monday, April 1.

Applications due  
April 1

https://trinitylc.org/
https://trinitylc
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PHOTOS: We rested, we played, we 
connected! Early in January, Trinity 
families spent 24 hours at Camp Wapo in 
Amery, Wisconsin to welcome the light 
and renewal of Epiphany.
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Ash Wednesday is Feb. 14  |  Eat and Worship as a Family!
In place of Faith Lab on Wednesday, Feb. 14, families are encouraged to worship 
together for Ash Wednesday. Dinner starts at 5:30 p.m. in the Garden Room followed 
by worship at 7 p.m. in the Worship Center. Please see more Ash Wednesday 
information on page 10.

FAFA Next Session: Bridging to the NRSV Bible
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 pm  |  Feb. 21, 28, March 6, 13, 20
Fun And Fellowship Affinity (FAFA) groups meet a spark of learning something new 
with fellowship and connection. FAFA groups meet on Wednesday evenings from 
6:30-7:30 p.m. following Dinner Church. 

Registration is open for the late winter/early spring FAFA! Is your child ready to 
graduate from the Spark Story Bible? Join Trinity staff and volunteers, passionate 
about the Bible, to learn different ways to engage with scripture and receive a new 
NRSV Bible. This group meets Wednesdays in February and March 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Library (Feb. 21, 28, March 6, 13, 20). 
There is no cost to participate, but please register so we know how 
many Bibles to prepare.

To register, scan the QR code with your smartphone camera or 
visit the direct link at: https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.
com/external/form/836385ec-8ade-4bfc-ad07-07ba0220b408

First Communion Preparation  |   Thursday, March 7 at 7 pm
Registration is now open for the Communion Preparation Class on Thursday, March 7 
at 7 p.m. in the Garden Room. To register scan the QR code with your smartphone 
camera or visit the direct link at: https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/
external/form/2ff0a45e-1d5a-4ce1-affd-bd605ae42d77

In Holy Communion, Jesus feeds us spiritual food to strengthen our faith and help us 
feed others. While Trinity welcomes all ages and levels of understanding to the table 
to partake in Holy Communion, completing this milestone helps parents and children 
appreciate and understand more deeply the history and mystery of the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. Learn how to bake your own communion bread and discover the 
gift of love and belonging we receive in Holy Communion.

Following the class, participants celebrate taking communion 
during worship at either the Maundy Thursday service on 
Thursday, Mach 28 at 7 p.m. (please note this is Stillwater’s 
Spring Break) or at the 11 a.m. worship service on Sunday, 
April 7. This class is geared for lower elementary, but available to 
all ages.

March Family Faith Event  |  Saturday, March 9 at 10 am
Registration is open for the March Family Faith Event: Games with the Parker family! 
Time to get your game on! Join the Parker family at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, March 9 in the Garden Room to enjoy snacks and play 
family-favorite board games. Bring some of your favorites or 
just show up and play! This event is free, but please sign up so 
we know how many to anticipate. To register, scan the QR code 
with your smartphone camera or visit the direct link at: https://
trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/f98dfca5-
180c-4419-976a-e5fc4b9199b4

children & family FAITH FORMATION NOTES

Summer Camp at Wapo!
Explore the theme of ALWAYS at Camp 
Wapo this summer! In a world marked by 
constant change, this theme serves as a 
powerful reminder of God’s unwavering 
love for us. We hold fast to the promise 
that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever.”  (Hebrews 13:8) 

Camp Wapo registration is now open for 
Summer 2024! Priority registration ends 
Feb.15, so grab your spots for our Trinity 
dates today!

• Seeds weekend for 
youth completed 
grades 1-3 is July 12-14

• Weeklong for youth 
completed grades 4 
and up is Aug. 11-16

Please use our Trinity-specific link to 
register: http://lwlbci.com/trinity-
stillwater.

http://lwlbci.com/trinity-
stillwater

Lake Area Discovery Center (LADC) 
(Trinity’s childcare and preschool 
partner) is now enrolling new 
preschool families for the current 
and 2024-2025 school years! We are 
now registering NEW STUDENTS in our 
top-rated early childhood education and 
preschool program for the current and 
coming school years. Discover firsthand 
why families have been choosing our 
nationally-accredited early childhood 
education partner for 25 years, and enroll 
today at https://ladcfamilies.org/

https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms
https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/
https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/f98dfca5-180c-4419-976a-e5fc4b9199b4
https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/f98dfca5-180c-4419-976a-e5fc4b9199b4
https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/f98dfca5-180c-4419-976a-e5fc4b9199b4
http://lwlbci.com/trinity-stillwater
http://lwlbci.com/trinity-stillwater
http://lwlbci.com/trinity-stillwater
http://lwlbci.com/trinity-stillwaterLake
http://lwlbci.com/trinity-stillwaterLake
http://lwlbci.com/trinity-stillwaterLake
https://ladcfamilies.org/
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WORSHIP  
& MUSIC

worship TEXTS 
Below are the scripture texts that 
will be used on the date listed to 
prepare the message for worship.
Feb. 4 _____________ Mark 1:29-39
Feb. 11 ______________ Mark 9:2-9  
LENT
Ash Wed. Feb. 14 ___ Psalm 51: 1-17
Feb. 18 _ Luke 5:1-11, Psalm 25:1-10
Feb. 25 _______ Matthew 14:22-33, 
 Psalm 22:23-31

This Lent, we follow the story—and wandering heart— of the disciple Peter. See 
the next page for the imagery and meaning represented in the icons in the logo 
above. In Peter, one of Jesus’ most famous disciples, we see a person who is both 
steadfast and unsteady, a dear friend and a betrayer, a follower and a wanderer. In 
Peter, we often see ourselves. By following Peter’s journey, we watch the story of 
Jesus unfold through the eyes of a very normal human trying to figure it all out—just 
like us.

We affirm that faith is a constant journey of steadfast pursuit, one that ebbs and flows. 
We want to affirm the ways Peter keeps going: he drops his nets, he walks on water, 
he runs to the empty tomb, he swims to the shore to meet the risen Christ. He keeps 
searching and yearning and loving, even after missteps or mistakes. Ultimately, in 
Peter’s story, we are reminded that God loves imperfect people—in fact, time and 
again, that’s precisely who God claims and calls.

As we wander through Lent together, let us tune our hearts to sing God’s grace. May 
we rest in streams of mercy, never ceasing. 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14
Noon Worship  |  Noon Drive-thru Ashes
5:30 pm Dinner  |  7 pm Worship
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14. Join us for worship at noon or 7 p.m. in the 
Worship Center. We are also offering drive-thru ashes in the small parking lot at noon 
and dinner at 5:30 p.m. in the Garden Room.

Dinner Church
Wednesdays, Feb. 21, 28, March 6, 13, 20
5:30 pm in the Garden Room
Join us for Dinner Church with worship following our Lenten theme. Eat together. 
Worship together. Dinner is served at 5:30 p.m. with worship from 6-6:30 p.m., all in 
the Garden Room. Followed by faith formation opportunities for all ages.

worship NOTE 
Sunday, Feb. 11 at 10 a.m. 
One worship service only  
Drive-inDoors! Wear your summer 
attire and come together for drive-
in scones, tipping hats, and more. 
Music from the Trinity worship 
band, choir, brass and children’s 
choir. Think summer! (Also see 
back cover.)
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" Tune my heart"  |  A S H  W E D N E S DAY
Tuning fork: A tuning fork is used to tune various instruments to a proper pitch so that all the instruments can 
play together in harmony. This image represents the Lenten posture of inward reflection and reminds us to make 
adjustments to get in tune with God’s will for our lives and the world.

"Rescue me from danger"  |  T H E  S E C O N D  S U N DAY  I N  L E N T
Choppy water: Peter walks out in faith on the choppy waters, and Jesus saves him from sinking. The choppy water 
lines represent the turbulent waters we all walk through on our journey of faith. 

"Praise the mount"  |  T H E  T H I R D  S U N DAY  I N  L E N T
Mountain peak: Peter has a moment of clarity and professes Jesus to be the Messiah. Jesus affirms Peter’s 
proclamation by saying Peter is the rock upon which he will build his church and that Peter will be given “the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 16:19). A mountain peak represents this moment of clarity and affirmation along 
Peter’s wandering journey.  

"Jesus sought me"  |  T H E  F I R S T  S U N DAY  I N  L E N T
Fish: Jesus instructs Peter to cast his nets after an unsuccessful day of fishing, and he catches an absurd abundance 
of fish. Peter doesn’t feel worthy of this gift, but Jesus calls him to be a fisher of people all the same. The fish represents 
God’s abundant provision of sustenance and grace, as well as Peter’s shift in vocation and calling—from fisher of 
fish to fisher of people. 

"I'm fixed upon it"  |  T H E  F O U R T H  S U N DAY  I N  L E N T
Fermata: In music, the fermata symbol represents a prolonged note or a pause. After learning Jesus would suffer 
and die, Peter rebukes Christ saying, “this must never happen to you” (Matt. 16:22). Jesus rebukes Peter right back, 
knowing he cannot yield on his journey of nonviolence and love. The fermata represents how Peter is fixed on how he 
wants things to go, but Jesus calls him to stop and get behind him. The symbol also looks like an empty tomb, which 
is foreshadowed in this story.

"Teach me"  |  T H E  F I F T H  S U N DAY  I N  L E N T
Open book: Peter’s posture toward Jesus is that of an open book. He is eager to learn from Jesus all he can glean. 
In this week’s text, he wants to know all about the nature of forgiveness and grace. 

"Songs of loudest praise"  |  PA L M  /  PA S S I O N  S U N DAY
Music note with crescendo: This sub icon is a note overlaid with a crescendo symbol, which in music means 
to get louder gradually. As we find our footing in faith, we share and express our journey with more assuredness and 
confidence. We can sing loudly, like those shouting “hosanna” as Jesus enters the city.

"Streams of mercy"  |  M AU N D Y  T H U R S DAY
Water jar and basin: In a humble, subversive act, Jesus washes the disciples’ feet. This act of grace is meant to 
be emulated and is therefore an unending, overflowing, fountain of mercy for all. 

"Prone to leave the God I love"  |  G O O D  F R I DAY
Rooster crowing: In moments of weakness and sheer terror, Peter denies knowing Christ three times. He chooses 
the path of self-preservation in the face of violence and death, as many of us would. With his three denials, the cock 
crows, just as Jesus predicted.

"And I hope"  |  E A S T E R  S U N DAY
Sunrise: As the sun rises on the third day, Peter holds onto hope as he runs to the empty tomb to see with his own 
eyes the abandoned linen cloth. With each new day, we hold onto hope for new life and resurrection. 

"Here's my heart"  |  T H E  S E C O N D  S U N DAY  O F  E A S T E R
Heart: Peter is a heart-on-his sleeve kind of a guy. When Peter sees Jesus, he puts on his outer garment in reverence, 
and then dives into the sea, not wasting a second to embrace his teacher, friend, and Messiah who then asks him 
three times, “Do you love me?” Im
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CONGREGATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

LET’S GO Team Raring to Go in 2024
At its recent evening meeting, the LET’S GO team sat around the table in the 
Commons exploring event ideas for 2024 ranging from theater/dinner events, touring 
the Gabbert Raptor Center in St. Paul, and leading a cooking class. Perhaps you have 
an event idea too. Contact any team member with suggestions, as many ideas come 
outside the team from folks that enjoy sharing what they know or like doing.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Explore Belwin Conservancy 
Saturday, Feb. 3 at 10 a.m. 
Join our host Jill Longnecker for a nature walk to explore the winter landscape at this 
natural area. The scenic 2.3-mile nature walk will take roughly one hour to complete; 
and although described as easy, the trail features some gradual hills. Meet at the 
Stagecoach Trail parking lot trailhead in Afton. All ages welcome and feel free to invite 
a friend. Dress warm! Questions? Contact Jill Longnecker at jnjlongy@msn.com.

Love in the Key of Jazz: An Evening of Classic Jazz Love Songs  
Phipps Center for Performing Arts in Hudson – Black Box Theater 
Saturday, Feb. 24 at 7:30 p.m.  
Tickets $24 (group rate) 
Indulge in the timeless allure of classic love songs from the Great American 
Songbook. Courtney Burton returns to the Phipps with her jazz trio to celebrate the 
legendary music of Ella Fitzgerald, Peggy Lee, Cole Porter, the Gershwin Brothers, and 
more. Experience the music of a bygone era, performed with a contemporary spirit, a 
dash of blues, and a ton of soul by the Courtney Burton trio. An option for pre-concert 
dinner at Pier 500 in Hudson will also be available.

Contact Joanie Fogelberg to RSVP at 651-219-8473 or joan@123m.com. Make checks 
payable to Phipps Center and give or send to Joanie at 18018 St. Croix Tr. N, Marine, 
MN 55047.

PHOTO ABOVE: Thanks to Pastor Peter 
for leading the Luther Seminary event 
in January featuring a lecture on the 
“Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector” by Amy-Jill Levine. Levine 
is Professor of New Testament and 
Jewish Studies at Hartford International 
University for Religion and Peace. Video 
recording of the event is available on 
YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?app=desktop&v=P5cATEMxvgc

More information and events are posted 
on our website at: https://trinitylc.org/
congregational-life/connections/lets-go/

ABIDE READERS
NEXT BOOK DISCUSSION:  
Read Until You Understand: The 
Profound Wisdom of Black Life and 
Literature by Farah Jasmine Griffin 
Monday, Feb. 26, 6:30-8 p.m. via Zoom

The February ABIDE Readers book 
discussion will be the book Read Until 
You Understand: The Profound Wisdom of 
Black Life and Literature by Farah Jasmine 
Griffin. What a great title! Dr. Griffin is the 
William B. Ransford Professor of English 
and Comparative Literature and African 
American Studies at Columbia University, 
where she also served as the inaugural 
Chair of the African American and African 
Diaspora Studies. She received her B.A. in 
History & Literature from Harvard and her 
Ph.D. in American Studies from Yale. 

Open your eyes and your mind, crack 
open this book and let your heart break 
open and be filled the profound wisdom 
of Black life and literature. Then join us 
via Zoom Monday, Feb. 26, 6:30-8 p.m. 
to discuss.

The book is available at Valley Bookseller 
with a book club discount. For the Zoom 
link and more information, contact 
Ann Wolff at wolff701@msn.com or 
651-260-3855. For a list of upcoming 
book discussions, visit: https://trinitylc.
org/congregational-life/connections/
abide-readers/
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The Light in Me sees and honors the Light in each of You

YogaDevotion Chair/Flow Combo Class
Thursdays 9 – 10 am  |  In-person and on Zoom 

 March 7 – April 25  |  $88 for 8 classes
Come and experience God’s presence through the practice of yoga. Meeting in-
person in the Narthex and online through Zoom—choose the option that works 
for you. Led by a trained yoga instructor, YogaDevotion is a practice of breath, 
prayer, and movement designed to encourage healthy living and a peaceful 
presence. For women and men of all skill levels and abilities. Beginners welcome! 

Registration for single sessions ($11) is available. Read more and find a link to 
register at: https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/care/yoga/ 
Questions? Contact Sue Peterson at toddlinsue2@aol.com.

13

CLIMATE CORNER T.I.P.s 
Dear Trinity community, here are your February Earth Keeper T.I.P.s 
(Thoughtfully. Intentionally. Purposefully.)

Go idle-free 
Idling your car wastes 3 billion gallons of gasoline each year in the U.S., adding 
30 million tons of CO2 to the atmosphere*. Some idling is unavoidable, such as 
sitting in traffic, but advances in vehicle technology have made it easier than 
ever to avoid idling. The key is to consider your circumstances. Here are two 
common ones where you can go idle-free:

Winter temps: In today’s vehicles, driving the vehicle helps the engine reach its 
ideal operating temperature faster than idling it. Even on the coldest days, most 
manufacturers recommend avoiding idling and driving off gently after running 
the vehicle for about 30 seconds. Not only will the engine warm up faster by 
being “at work,” but the car’s interior will warm up more quickly as well. 

Waiting in drive-thru lines or picking up passengers (especially children): 
Vehicle emissions are more concentrated near the ground, where children 
breathe. Poor air quality can contribute to asthma and other ailments, and 
children’s lungs are more susceptible to damage than adults’ lungs are. Turn 
your car off while you wait to pick up. Today’s vehicles do not suffer damage 
by being turned on and off. Starters and batteries are much more durable now 
than they were in the past.

*Source: US Department of Energy

Turn out lights in rooms not being used 
According to Energy Star®, the average home has 40 light bulbs. The cost to 
light your home accounts for about 20 percent of your electric bill, costing the 
average homeowner $200 per year. When you’re not in a room, turn out the 
lights and start saving money while you save electricity.

Interested in 
joining Trinity?
New Member Sunday is March 17 
If you have been visiting us and feel it’s 
time to make things official, please mark 
your calendars for our next new member 
Sunday on March 17! The congregation 
will receive you as a member during 
services that Sunday (at either 9 or 
11 a.m. worship), with a New Member 
101 class between services (at 10 a.m.) 
that same Sunday.

Our process is simple:  fill out the 
new member form at: https://
trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/
external/form/3b524ebf-def1-4e43-af61-
f349c20702e4

Questions? Contact Zanny Johnson at 
zjohnson@trinitylc.org.
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OUTREACH 
MISSIONS

Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.  
– Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Brrr…it’s cold today as I write this. I can’t help being thankful that there are so 
many generous, compassionate Trinity friends who truly walk alongside our 
neighbors. Just a short shout-out to the Tuesday Morning Book Group which 
gathered cold weather gear to pass on to our neighbors. Items were available at a 
late-January Pit Stop for those facing housing insecurity. A truly ecumenical group, 
led by St. Michael’s Church and hosted at First Presbyterian, including volunteers 
from Trinity, Ascension, and St. Andrew’s, and staff from other local service agen-
cies gathered for the third time to assist those in need. Our neighbors got haircuts, 
vaccinations, zipper repairs, cold winter gear, hygiene items, gas and food cards, 
hot, delicious meals, housing resources, and financial assistance and information. 
It’s amazing! Their joy and warmth and peace is truly contagious as we share our 
lives together for a day!   – Kristie Anderson

THANK you

Why I Felt Called to be 
on the RIC Team
Sandy Wendt  |  RIC Team Member

As I pondered involvement with 
the Reconciling in Christ (RIC) team, 
two experiences came to mind that 
affected my decision. A Facebook post 
entitled “How to Make Your Church a 
Welcoming Place for Trans and Gender 
Nonconforming Individuals” caught my 
eye. One point really got my attention. 
“Organize church groups by interests 
instead of gender.” After much thought 
about the words “interests instead of 
gender” I sought some direction from 
Pastor Chris. Because of my involvement 
with GLOW/AWE (a women’s group) I 
proposed the group be open to anyone 
which meant a name change. LET’S GO 
was suggested and the team approved. It 
seemed especially important to remove 
any barriers the LGBTQIA+ might have 
with any group name. Everyone is invited 
and welcome to participate. It means 
anyone can be part of a community that 
makes one feel special as all people are 
special to God. (See Page 12 for more 
about the LET’S GO group.)

Going through the above thought 
process led me to realize I wanted to 
participate in the “Transforming” book 
study. It was a leap of faith and totally out 
of my comfort zone but I signed up for 
it. I wanted to learn and be exposed to 
discussion with and about the LBGTQIA+ 
community because I truly believe 

everyone is loved by God! That experi-
ence was enlightening and thought 
provoking; we sat around a table and 
exchanged thoughts and feelings in a 
safe environment with those who want 
to learn or are part of the LBGTQIA+ 
community. My feeling after the study 
was over was how glad I was that I did 
take that leap of faith.

The birth of LET’S GO (a community 
open to anyone) and the “Transforming” 
book study experience made me realize I 
should and wanted to continue learning 
by being involved with the RIC team. The 
opportunities are endless for learning. As 
I learn, I have to remember that I don’t 
fully understand the nuances of gender 
identity, but I do understand that all are 
God’s children and should be treated 
equally and with respect. I want to 
invite and enable anyone to be part of a 
community at Trinity where we know and 
say that God DOES love everyone. We 
move forward knowing that “God’s love is 
like an ocean. You can see its beginning 
but not its end.”

Thank you to our volunteers and 
participants in the MLK breakfast! 
Trinity was pleased to be the host 
site for the 2024 Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Holiday Breakfast & Program 
on Monday, Jan. 15. The theme was 
Leading Onward: Elevating New Voices 
For Justice And Equality. This local event 
was sponsored by the Stillwater Human 
Rights Commission. Pastor Chris opened 
the event with welcome and blessing 
followed by a note from Nancy Lyner of 
the Stillwater Human Rights Commission. 
The program included remarks by 
our friend Dr. Will Antell, recipient of 
the 2023 Human Rights Award, as 
well as Stillwater Area High School 
Summer Success Leaders as guided by 
Eric Anderson. We then watched the 
livestream from Minneapolis of keynote 
speaker Marley Dias, with closing words 
by Cornelius Rish, Equity Specialist with 
Stillwater Area Public Schools. Watch a 
recording of the livestream program at: 
https://www.mlkbreakfast.com/

https://www.mlkbreakfast.com/


WORSHIP ON TV
Watch Sunday Worship on local 
channel 14 through Valley Access 
Sunday at 11 a.m. (week delay)
Sunday  at 7 p.m.
Monday at 7 a.m. & 1 p.m.

CORE VALUES 
Engaging Worship
Radical Hospitality
Authentic Community
Lifelong Faith Formation
Compassionate Action

WELCOME STATEMENT  
Read our welcome statement at: https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/

• To family and friends of  
Dennis Schmidt

• To family and friends of  
Mary Buckentin

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
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• Asher Jacob England, son of 
Jacob and Alexandra England

BAPTISMS

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open the 
following hours or by appointment.
Monday–Thursday | 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Friday, Dec. 15 - Longest Night
In-person Trinity 7 pm ________ 35
Live online views 7 pm _______ 14
Online views/week 7 pm _____ 53
Sunday, Dec. 17 - Advent 4/
Children’s Program
(One service only)
In-person Trinity 10 am ______ 259
Live online views 10 am ______ 63
Online views/week 10 am ___ 163
Sunday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve
In-person Trinity 11 am ______ 292
Live online views 11 am ______ 37
Online views/week 11 am ____ 68
In-person Trinity 2 pm _______ 213
Live online views 2 pm _______ 24
Online views/week 2 pm _____ 76
In-person Trinity 4 pm _______ 560
Live online views 4 pm _______ 42
Online views/week 4 pm ____ 117 
In-person (only) Trinity 9 pm _ 210
Monday, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day
In-person (only) Trinity 10 am _ 75
Sunday, Dec. 31 - Lessons & Carols
(One service only) 
In-person Trinity 10 am ______ 183
Live online views 10 am ______ 75
Online views/week 10 am ___ 145
Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 126
Live online views 9 am _______ 84
Online views/week 9 am ____ 127
In-person Trinity 11 am _______ 97
Live online views 11 am ______ 17
Online views/week 11 am ____ 37
Sunday, Jan. 14, 2024
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 120
Live online views 9 am ______ 111
Online views/week 9 am ____ 191
In-person Trinity 11 am _______ 90
Live online views 11 am ______ 50
Online views/week 11 am ____ 93

NOTE: Online views in one week are one-
minute or longer views.

Because God

first loved us,

we live as Jesus in the world, 

loving God and 
loving neighbor.
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