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Because God first loved us, we live as Jesus in the world.

PHOTO: Trinity Confirmands, names and 
guiding Bible verses on page 13 I have baptized you with water, 

but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.  – Mark 1:8

http://www.trinitylc.org


LEAD PASTOR THE REV. DR. CHRIS BELLEFEUILLE

Happy New Year, friends! 
Some of you followed the drama and 
heartbreak of the last-minute cancel-
lation of the Twin Cities marathon 
last October—due to unseasonable 
and dangerous heat. (Our Worship 
Director Clark Weyrauch was poised 
to compete but, being intrepid, he 
found another marathon the next 
weekend and crushed it.)
Some days later, I met with a friend 
who had planned to run what would 
have been her first marathon. After 
training for months, she was deeply 
disappointed, even though she under-
stood why it had to be cancelled. She 
asked if everything that happens is 
supposed to teach us something. We 
can’t answer that question cosmically, 
but it seems to me that God CAN 
teach us something through anything 
that happens. But not everything 
happens SO THAT God can teach us 
something. And we chuckled together 
at the idea that God would disappoint 
10,000 runners to teach one person 
some indiscernible lesson.
Still, she was struggling with the 
disappointment and recognized that 
she needed another way to think 
about what happened.
And then we talked about an 
idea shared with me by a pastoral 
colleague: learning to hold 
things loosely.
We can keep a pretty firm grip on 
the things that matter to us, so when 
expectations are unfilled, or things 
get cancelled, or people go their own 
way, we experience grief or disap-
pointment. This is true of planned 
events, traditions, relationships, even 
long-held values. Because God CAN 
and DOES continue to speak to us, 
teach, transform, and shape us, we 
never know when we might need 
to loosen our grip to create space to 
receive something new. So we hold 
things loosely.

This doesn’t mean we never plan, 
train, expect. Of course, we do. AND 
by holding expectations loosely, we 
might discover that if things don’t go 
as planned, the unexpected can bring 
a necessary and life-giving shift. A 
child may not fulfill our dreams of 
college but may find deep satisfac-
tion in a trade. A marathon may get 
cancelled and we learn that we can 
run farther than we ever dreamed. A 
favorite hymn might need to be set 
aside due to outdated language, and 
someone else feels more welcome 
in worship and brings a friend who 
becomes our friend. A candidate we 
would never vote for gets elected 
and we discover their gifts for bipar-
tisan consensus building around a 
key issue.
Trinity, you have done a great job 
of learning to hold things loosely as 
we navigated a world of newness 
over the past half dozen years. New 
staff, building changes, pandemic, 
changed worship times and faith 
formation models, deeper invest-
ment in our community, particularly 
around housing. The list is long and 
multi-faceted. And you have held 
things loosely enough to find a new 
way forward that is vibrant and 
hope-filled.
This new year, I think about Mary 
and Elizabeth and shepherds and 
magi —everyone who had to let go 
their grip on ancient expectations in 
order to receive a brand-new thing, 
an unexpected infant Messiah. As the 
Epiphany star lights our way, we are 
reminded of God’s guiding, renewing, 
steadfast, and surprising presence 
in our world. We can ease our grip, 
believe in prayer, relax into mystery, 
expect angels, and trust that God is 
speaking. And that we are loved.
Happy New Year in Christ,

Pastor Chris

Hold things loosely
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2024 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday Breakfast & Program
Monday, Jan. 15
Doors open at 7 a.m.
Program 7:30-9:30 a.m.
Garden Room at Trinity
$10/person  |  $5/student  |  $25/family
The theme this year is Leading Onward: 
Elevating New Voices For Justice And 
Equality. This local event is sponsored by 
the Stillwater Human Rights Commission; 
Trinity is honored to be the host site 
again this year. Cost includes hot 
breakfast and coffee. More about the 
program to be broadcast at: https://www.
mlkbreakfast.com/. Registration will be 
available soon at the City of Stillwater 
website: https://www.ci.stillwater.mn.us/

PLEASE note
The Church Office will be closed and 
all Trinity staff will be out of the office 
Dec. 26 through Jan. 1. For pastoral 
emergencies, call 651-439-7400 and 
follow the prompts.

Faith Lab, Confirmation and Dinner 
Church are on Christmas break, all 
Wednesday evening programming 
resumes Wednesday, Jan. 3.

Tech Tuesdays with Clark & Monty are 
on Christmas break and will resume on 
Tuesday, Jan. 9. Also, no Tech Tuesday on 
Jan. 23 due to staff training workshop.

https://www
https://www.ci.stillwater.mn.us/
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PASTOR OF LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION  
THE REV. PETER WESTON MILLER

Merry Christmas and Blessed New 
Year Trinity! 
Last year for Christmas 2022, we 
surprised our young daughters with 
the gift of a family trip to a place that 
is called “the happiest or most magical 
on earth.” There’s a big mouse and 
lots of princesses, and daily flash mob 
musicals with fireworks, and poten-
tially some of the kindest hospitality 
staff I have ever encountered. Not 
quite the level of a funeral luncheon in 
the Garden Room, but close. 
We left Christmas Day morning, with 
suitcases confusedly unwrapped 
followed by shrieks and screams 
and tears of pure joy. All of 
which is thankfully recorded for 
enjoyment immemorial. 
With the memory of lockdown still 
pretty fresh, it was great to get away. 
To experience what Christmas looks 
like and feels like in a much warmer 
environment, celebrating with many 
other families who had also splurged 
for this unconventional holiday. 
I had never been to Disney World 
before (I honestly never thought I 
would for lots of different reasons) 
and may never return, but I do under-
stand now why folks make this pricey, 
popular pilgrimage in due season. 
But I gotta say (also for many, many 
reasons), I am immensely grateful that 
we are staying put this year. 
We are home for the holidays. 
Staying close to our near and dear 
family and friends.
Keeping our radius and proximity 
tight, as well as our budget. Or at 
least trying.

I’m looking forward to slower days 
and evenings, time by the fire inside 
and outside, listening to calming 
music by candlelight, games at the 
table, and generally soaking in the gift 
and practice of home. 
Home isn’t and hasn’t always been 
where I want to be. Sometimes home 
includes grief and loneliness. There 
have been seasons where I really 
haven’t felt home or when I really just 
wanted to get out from under that 
heavy hearth. Home can feel far away 
on a distant and unreachable hill. 
But this year, I want to steep like a 
good cup of tea in the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit right here. Snuggled up in 
God’s love for me and you. 
Spiritually home with God amazingly 
requires no packing and no price tag. 
No tickets or TSA lines. No additional 
preparations or consumptive agendas. 
Just a plethora of grace, angel song, 
and the promise of Christ born in the 
flesh, in our fleshly home. Home isn’t 
only a physical reality but like our 
church home, it is a spiritual reality. 
Home is where we experience the 
Holy Spirit in our bodies, God’s love 
poured into our hearts.
No matter your extended Christmas 
and New Years’ plans (my mom 
always insisted on 12 days of 
Christmas), near or far, I pray that 
you unwrap the gift of the Holy Spirit 
right where you are.
Home with you these Holy Days,

Pastor Peter

Home for the Holidays What else are your 
pastors up to? 
Pastor Chris is a preaching lab instructor 
at Luther Seminary and part of a Luther 
Seminary Lilly Grant project exploring 
how to make preaching more compel-
ling and engaging. Several members 
of Trinity are participating in a project 
that involves studying (alone or in a 
group) the preaching text for the coming 
Sunday and then reflecting on the 
sermon after. If you would like to be part 
of that project, just let her know! She is 
also in her second round as a mentor 
for the Saint Paul Area Synod Second 
Act Cohort which supports the develop-
ment of pastors in their fourth to tenth 
year of ministry. (Pastor Peter success-
fully completed a two year program as 
a participant!) 

Pastor Peter — Congregational Vitality: 
Always Reforming Your “Why” 
One of the other hats I wear is a volun-
teer role on the Synod Vitality Team and 
have been since 2018 after Trinity was 
involved in the Misson and Revisioning 
process. I also walked my last congrega-
tion through this work, which provides 
tools to listen to God intentionally for 
a season, as well as looking for creative 
opportunities to cultivate ministry in 
different neighborhoods. I love this kind 
of identity formation, that often mirrors 
faith growth interpersonally in commu-
nity. Mostly it involves trusting the Spirit 
to guide your ministry and evolve with 
changes culturally. I use this lens in all 
of my leadership at Trinity too as we 
continue to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus in 2023. Here is a bit more nuts and 
bolts about the team’s vision.

Purpose Statement of the Saint Paul Area 
Synod’s Vitality Team: Rooted in the holy 
we stand together with congregations to 
reshape the church for the future.

This work is grounded by the following 
values: Listening, Collaboration, 
Innovation, Equipping, Endless Possibility
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stewardship REFLECTION 
Claudia Swendseid  |  Stewardship Team

“On entering the house, they [the 
wise men] saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”   
– Matthew 2:11
The wise men (or magi or astrologers) 
are the first persons in the New 
Testament to offer gifts to the baby 
Jesus—specifically, gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh. Christian tradition 
suggests these men from “the East” 
were wealthy and learned. They 
traveled a great distance and faced 
significant hardship to worship and 
offer their treasures to Jesus. What a 
beautiful example of stewardship they 
set for all future generations, helping 
us understand the blessing of using 
and sharing God’s gifts. 
To begin with, the wise men represent 
a sincere desire to seek after God, 
searching through science, nature, 
and their cultural traditions; leaning 
into their faith to discover God’s will 
for them, even when it was something 
so unbelievable. Imagine their long, 
arduous journey, possibly thousands 
of miles to reach Bethlehem, over 
mountains and deserts, a journey that 
took many months. Surely on such 
a trip they faced numerous dangers 
from nature, bandits, and the fear of 
the unknown. 
What faith, determination and 
sacrifice they must have had. They 
surely faced questions and skepticism 
from friends and family at the start. 
During their journey, unexpected 
challenges and discouraging setbacks 
would have been commonplace. Yet 
they persevered. They overcame 
the difficult trials of their journey, 
and persisted in their search for 
God’s truth. 
Their journey took them from King 
Herod’s palace in Jerusalem to the 
insignificant village of Bethlehem. 
When they finally met God’s truth, 
they found a Jewish peasant baby 
born in a barn. Imagine how aston-
ishing that discovery must have been. 
Still, they went forward in faith, knelt 
down in worship and offered Jesus the 
most precious of their gifts. Even their 
leave-taking was an act of faith and 
gift as they listened to God’s warning 
in a dream and didn’t return to Herod.

The story of the wise men is not 
simply a cute part of Christmas; 
rather, it represents central charac-
ters who model a path of faith and 
stewardship worthy of reflection and 
imitation. They offer an example of 
a sincere search for God using the 
gifts they possess; a willingness to 
overcome significant obstacles in their 
journey towards God; and the witness 
of offering the best they had once they 
encounter the Christ Child.
Consider too, how the wise men are 
conscientious stewards with their 
knowledge, experience and wisdom, 
using their understanding of the stars 
to reach Bethlehem. As well they are 
stewards of their time and effort, jour-
neying far. Further they are stewards 
of their wealth, showing that central 
to our worship of God is giving God 
our most valuable treasure—which 
is a way of saying, “You God are my 
treasure, not these things.”  
The wise men highlight that true joy 
comes through sharing all that we 
have. Finally, they remind us that the 
most important gift in this story is 
the gift of Jesus; what we have first 
received from God. Gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh are nice, but not all 
that important, when compared to a 
Jewish peasant baby, the hope of the 
world, the gift of grace, the source of 
love, God’s child, Jesus.
One day, a person complained to 
her pastor that the Church and 
Christianity is one continual “give, 

give, give.” To which the pastor 
replied, “Thank you very much for the 
finest definition of Christianity I have 
ever heard. You are right, Christianity 
is all about a constant “give, give, 
give.” God giving God’s only child 
to the world to show God’s uncondi-
tional love. The child Jesus giving his 
life on the cross to forgive our sins 
and destroy death. Then our Lord’s 
disciples giving all they had to make 
sure God’s good news of love was 
preached to all people everywhere. 
They not only gave away their homes 
and businesses, but even gave up their 
lives as martyrs in gratitude to God! 
And after all that giving of God to 
the world, yes, God does ask God’s 
followers today to imitate God’s own 
generosity by giving—by offering 
back some portion from all that God 
ultimately has given each person! So, 
yes, the Church and Christianity is 
one continual “give, give, and give,” 
but from a good and holy perspective!
The story of the wise men offers a 
challenging perspective of Christian 
Stewardship. We are called to under-
stand that all we have in life—from 
life itself, to our intellectual abilities 
and specific talents, as well as to our 
faith experiences and material posses-
sions—all we have in life is God’s holy 
gift. As we seek to follow Jesus, each 
of us is called, like the wise men, to 
steward these gifts.
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Welcome, Neighbor!
Karen Gieseke  |  RIC Team Chair

Do not forget to show hospitality 
to strangers, for by so doing some 
people have shown hospitality to 
angels without knowing it.    
– Hebrews 13: 2 (MSG)

Even before Jesus’ arrival on earth, his 
story invites us to learn how to love and 
welcome our neighbor. We read stories 
of people extending welcome, because 
of Jesus. Elizabeth welcomed Mary. Mary 
welcomed the angel Gabriel. The inn 
keeper welcomed Mary and Joseph. Mary 
and Joseph welcomed both the shep-
herds from the fields, and later the wise 
scholars from the east.

These Jesus-centered stories show us 
a variety of opportunities to welcome 
a variety of people including family we 
know, strangers we have not yet met, and 
even angels in our midst. And these are 
just the stories that are recorded for the 
world to hear. Imagine all the stories of 
welcome that didn’t get recorded!

In 2018, Trinity publicly recorded its story 
of becoming a Reconciling In Christ (RIC) 
community. Trinity shares this story with 
the world in a variety of ways such as: the 
Trinity website which includes the RIC 
logo and Trinity’s Welcome Statement; in 
worship through prayers, liturgies, and 
messages which include our LGBTQIA+ 
neighbors; and in the neighborhood as a 
rainbow flag is displayed on the exterior 
of the church building.

It has been five years since these first 
public commitments became a part of 
Trinity’s story. This past summer Trinity 
offered a book group discussion oppor-
tunity centered around Austen Hartke’s 
book Transforming: the Bible & the Lives 
of Transgender Christians. Hartke’s stories 
and the ensuing thoughtful conversa-
tions and call to action which arose 
included a re-launching of an RIC Team 
at Trinity. Part of this renewed RIC team’s 
work is to explore and understand being 
an RIC community in 2023, which the 
team has learned includes some renewal 
work from the Trinity community.

Trinity’s Reconciling in Christ (RIC) desig-
nation originates from Reconciling Works. 
Recently Reconciling Works reviewed 
their own story and work, and a result 
was an update of their Partner Public 
Commitments, shared below.

Reconciling Works Partner 
Public Commitments
The purpose of the Reconciling in Christ 
(RIC) Program is to ensure the welcome, 

inclusion, celebration, and advocacy for 
people of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender expressions; work 
for racial equity and commit to anti-racist 
work and support the national program.

To be recognized as a Reconciling 
in Christ (RIC) Partner, your faith 
community will:

1.  Clearly state a welcome to 
people of “all sexual orientations, 
gender identities, and gender 
expressions” or “LGBTQIA+” and 
name its commitment to “racial 
equity” or “anti-racism” in its 
welcome statement.

2.  Be open to calling an LGBTQIA+ and 
Black, Brown, Indigenous, Person of 
Color (BIPOC) Rostered Leader.

3.  Allow sanctuary/community space/ 
to be used for LGBTQIA+ weddings 
and blessings.

4.  Make a meaningful contribution 
annually to support the national 
RIC program.

These four commitments offer guidance 
for the Trinity community, its ministry 
and story going forward, and also some 
of the work of the re-launched RIC 
Team. In response to the first Partner 
Commitment, the RIC team is reviewing 
Trinity’s current Welcome Statement 
and will offer recommendations for 
any revisions, if needed. Each of the 
remaining three commitments will also 
be reviewed, and recommendations from 
the RIC Team will be shared with the 
Trinity community for action, as needed.

Welcoming people we know and don’t 
know, people we see and don’t see, 
people familiar and unfamiliar to us, are 
significant elements throughout Jesus’ 
life and story. Unconditional welcome, 
love, and hospitality are what God offers 
to all God’s beloved and diverse people 
and creation. As Trinity continues to 
write, fulfill, and publicly share it’s Jesus-
centered story, you and the RIC Team 
are invited to explore and live into the 
Radical Hospitality which Trinity names 
as a core value, and more importantly, 
that we as Jesus’ followers, commit to 
being in the world.

Andrew Thelander
COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Tina Swanson
COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT

John Hodler
COUNCIL SECRETARY
 

Jeff Anderson
COUNCIL TREASURER
 

Bill Bjorum
COUNCIL MEMBER

Jill Longnecker
COUNCIL MEMBER

Chris Bellefeuille, D.Min.
LEAD PASTOR

Congregational Council
Our congregational governance 
calls for an elected council and 
includes the Lead Pastor, Chris 
Bellefeuille, DMin. Our current 
congregational council includes 
the following Trinity members:

Welcome to Bill Bjorum and 
Tina Swanson who were elected to 
our Congregational Council at the 
annual meeting of the congregation 
on Nov. 19, 2023. Officers, as listed 
above, were appointed at the 
following council meeting. Thank 
you to Krista Gossai and Tom 
Haugrud for their service on council!

For more information about your 
council, please visit: https://trinitylc.
org/welcome/who-we-are/council/.

https://trinitylc
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PHOTOS: Thanks to everyone who partic-
ipated in the “Our Unfinished Stories” 
retreat for women on Nov. 18 in Hudson. 

PHOTOS: Thank you Caring Friends for 
hosting our senior members for worship, 
lunch and entertainment on Wednesday, 
Dec. 13 at Trinity!
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WORSHIP  
& MUSIC

Worship Texts 
Below are the scripture texts that 
will be used on the date listed to 
prepare the message for worship.
Jan. 7 ______________ Mark 1:4-11
Jan. 14 ____________ John 1:43-51
Jan. 21 ____________ Mark 1:14-20  
Jan. 28 ____________ Mark 1:21-28

PHOTOS: On Sunday, Dec. 17 the children 
of Trinity Lutheran were thrilled to 
present the greatest story ever told—the 
story of love coming to us at Christmas. 
Living Word, a Christmas program 
created by local spoken word artist, Joe 
Davis invited us to ask big questions 
about how the Nativity story speaks to 
our deep longings for healing and justice 
in the world.
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Local Benevolences

IN HONOR OF:  GIVEN BY:
Grandchildren: Zachary, Alissa, Lilly & Suzy _______________________________________  Richard & Betty Wasmundt
All the Musicians at Trinity  ________________________________________________________________  Carol Carver
Our Family  _____________________________________________________________________  Ken & SuzAnne Olson
Our Children & Grandchildren  _____________________________________________________ Roger Peterson Family
Steve & Ann Wolff  ____________________________________________________________  Bradley, Lesley & Kingsley
Ruth & Norman Hilleren; Lois & Arthur Edstrom  ________________________________________  Julie & Dick Edstrom

IN MEMORY OF:  GIVEN BY:
Butch, Jean, Bonny, Jim & Toby Schroeder; Arnold Steinmetz Family  ______________________  Don & Sandi Steinmetz
Jack & Peggy Houston – Loving Parents  _____________________________________________________  Lori Houston
Reno & Marlene Carlson; Ralph & Sally French ____________________________________________  John & Pat Reinke
Ruth Steinmetz  ______________________________________________________________  The Honigschmidt Family
Our Parents  ________________________________________________________________________  Bob & Deb Eiselt
Our Parents – Ed & Lois Studtman  ___________________________________________________ Sally; Nancy & Family
Thomas Junker; Leo & Ardell Motylewski; Eileen & Hilary Macksam  _______________________________  Charyl Junker
Carol Nyenhuis ________________________________________________________________________  Jack Nyenhuis
Dave & Dorothy, Steve Parkhurst  ______________________________________________________  Ann & Steve Wolff
Jim Bradshaw  ___________________________________________________________________  Jayne - Wife, & Family
Nicholas George __________________________________________________  Aaron, Melissa, Jackson & Audrey Haase
Connie Rome ______________________________________________________  Her Family – Dick, Stuart, Kelly & Amy
Dave & Dorothy Parkhurst  ______________________________________________________  Bradley, Lesley & Kingsley
Helmuth & Marcella Reinke; Bob & Irene Huber  ___________________________________________  John & Pat Reinke
Frankie, Evelyn, Nan & Darlene Peterson; Walter & Frances Schell  _________________________ Roger Peterson Family

IN HONOR OF:  GIVEN BY:
Ellen Neseth  ________________________________________________________________  Eric & Larry Loyer-Trosdahl
Our Children & Grandchildren  _________________________________________________________  Bob & Deb Eiselt
Sharon Longnecker  __________________________________________________________  Eric & Larry Loyer-Trosdahl
Ruth & Norman Hilleren; Lois & Arthur Edstrom  ________________________________________  Julie & Dick Edstrom

IN MEMORY OF:  GIVEN BY:
Don Lobitz  _____________________________________________________________________________  Gayle Lobitz
Jim Holcomb  ___________________________________________________________________________  Randy Jeans
Evie & Dave Linner  ________________________________________________________________________  Kris Linner
Dave Goulette  ______________________________________________________________  Eric & Larry Loyer-Trosdahl
Carole Zempel & Nancy Kroening – Good Friends  __________________________________________________ Jeannie
Helmuth & Marcella Reinke; Bob & Irene Huber  ___________________________________________  John & Pat Reinke
Loved Ones _____________________________________________________________________  Don & Phyllis Paulson
Skip Welke ___________________________________________________________________  Welke & Rogness Families
Robert Parent _________________________________________________________________________  Darlene Parent
Dick & Audrey Jeans  _____________________________________________________________________  Randy Jeans
James T. Holcomb, Mom, Dad, Sue  _______________________________________________________  Sandy Holcomb
Jim Bradshaw  ___________________________________________________________________  Jayne – Wife & Family
Reno & Marlene Carlson; Ralph & Sally French ____________________________________________  John & Pat Reinke
Jean Parks  __________________________________________________________________________  Joan Fogelberg

Christmas Garden
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CONGREGATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

LET’S GO and Abide Readers groups share gratitude for tour 
guides at Minneapolis Institute of Art—In Our Hands exhibit
Acclamation was over the top for the exhibit of In Our Hands at the Minneapolis 
Art Institute and appreciation was expressed for Sheila-Marie Untiedt and Sara 
Wagner who did a fabulous job leading two tours. It was an eye-opening experience 
to hear stories of the hidden history of Native peoples and the backgrounds of 
contemporary Native photographers. Rita Friesen commented, “Today’s tour of In 
Our Hands was a fascinating, multi-faceted look through the eyes of Native American 
photographers. I especially appreciated the various views of dancers.” After the tour, 
guests were invited to explore additional works on their own. The exhibition traces 
the intersecting histories of photography and diverse Indigenous cultures from the 
Rio Grande to the Arctic Circle.

Winter can be a time of unpredictable weather. A hike or a cross-country skiing event 
may be planned for a favorable forecast.  So, watch the bulletin and weekly emails for 
information.  We hope anyone who is able will participate on short notice. If you are 
interested in leading an event which can be geared for adults and /or families with 
children, contact any LET’S GO team member. Areas of interest may include outdoor 
adventure (challenging or easy), theater, history, museums, games, dining, or your 
creative idea! LET’S GO Team: Sandy Wendt and Randy Propp (Co-leaders), Molly 
Birkeland, Joan Fogelberg, Lynne Funk, Lisa Kehe, Jill Longnecker, Randy Nelson, Mary 
Soderholm and Sandy Weber

UPCOMING EVENT:
2024 Fretheim Lecture in Biblical Theology with Amy-Jill Levine
Tuesday, Jan. 9 at 7 p.m. | Luther Seminary, St. Paul 
Chapel of the Incarnation, Olson Campus Center | 1490 Fulham St., St. Paul, MN 55108
Join us for an evening with renowned New Testament scholar Amy-Jill Levine. 
Professor Levine will deliver Luther Seminary’s 2024 Fretheim Lecture in Biblical 
Theology, “The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector: Why Knowledge of 
Jewish History Matters for Christian Preaching and Teaching.” The event is free. 
The lecture will be livestreamed for those unable to attend in person. Read more 
at: https://www.luthersem.edu/news/2023/10/25/amy-jill-levine-to-deliver-2024-
fretheim-lecture-in-biblical-theology/

To RSVP, please email Sandy Wendt at sjwendt46@gmail.com, let her know if you’d 
like to carpool and if you’re interested in having dinner beforehand in the St. Anthony 
Park neighborhood near the seminary.

ABIDE READERS 
Accountability • Belonging • 
Inclusion • Diversity • Equity

NEXT BOOK DISCUSSION:  
As Long as Grass Grows: The Indigenous 
Fight for Environmental Justice, from 
Colonization to Standing Rock by 
Dina Gilio-Whitaker 
Monday, Jan. 22, 6:30-8 p.m. via Zoom

“Environmental justice for American 
Indians is environmental justice for 
everyone…and for the Earth herself.”    
– Dina Gilio-Whitaker

One of the many stunning photographs 
we experienced in the In Our Hands 
exhibit at the Minneapolis Institute of Art 
was of Standing Rock. Volumes of thanks 
to Sara and Sheila-Marie for the tours they 
lead for us in early December. The exhibit 
runs through Jan. 14.

You are invited to join us on Zoom, 
Monday, Jan. 22, 6:30-8:00 to discuss 
Whitaker’s As Long as Grass Grows: The 
Indigenous Fight for Environmental Justice, 
from Colonization to Standing Rock. The 
author presents a broad overview about 
what environmental injustice is for 
American Indians, what justice looks like, 
and how to get there. We hope you can 
join us!

For the Zoom link and more information, 
contact Ann Wolff at wolff701@msn.com 
or 651-260 3855. For a list of upcoming 
book discussions, visit: https://trinitylc.
org/congregational-life/connections/
abide-readers/

https://www.luthersem.edu/news/2023/10/25/amy-jill-levine-to-deliver-2024-fretheim-lecture-in-biblical-theology/
https://www.luthersem.edu/news/2023/10/25/amy-jill-levine-to-deliver-2024-fretheim-lecture-in-biblical-theology/
mailto:sjwendt46@gmail.com
mailto:wolff701@msn.com
https://trinitylc
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The Light in Me sees and honors the Light in each of You

YogaDevotion Chair/Flow Combo Class
Thursdays 9 – 10 am  |  In-person and on Zoom 

 Jan. 11 – Feb. 29  |  $88 for 8 classes
Come and experience God’s presence through the practice of yoga. Meeting in-
person in the Narthex and online through Zoom—choose the option that works 
for you. Led by a trained yoga instructor, YogaDevotion is a practice of breath, 
prayer, and movement designed to encourage healthy living and a peaceful 
presence. For women and men of all skill levels and abilities. Beginners welcome! 

Registration for single sessions ($11) is available. Read more and find a link to 
register at: https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/care/yoga/ 
Questions? Contact Sue Peterson at toddlinsue2@aol.com.
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Earth Keepers has added a little wrinkle to the Climate Corner! We are 
officially calling the “what you can do” actions, T.I.P.s. It stands for Thoughtfully. 
Intentionally. Purposefully. Each month we’ll give you a few T.I.P.s that help you to 
be an Earth Keeper.

CLIMATE CORNER T.I.P.s

Bring your own bags to the store.
Americans use an average of 365 plastic bags per person per year. People in 
Denmark use an average of four plastic bags per year. Plastic bags start out as 
fossil fuels and end up as deadly waste in landfills and the ocean. (source: Center 
for Biological Diversity). 

Break away from bagging your groceries and purchases in plastic bags when you 
check out at the store. Instead, gather your reusable bags, store them in your car 
and take them into the store with you. If you need additional bags at check out, 
always grab the paper bags when available.

Go meatless one day a week
You’ve heard it many times, now it’s time to try it—Meatless Mondays! It’s good 
for the environment and your health. Here is a great site for tasty and easy to 
make vegetarian meals: https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/photos/favorite-
vegetarian-recipes

Save 133 gallons of water with each meatless meal!*

If you commit to participating in Meatless Monday every Monday for a year, that is 
equivalent to not driving 348 miles in a car.*

*Source: University Of Colorado Boulder Environmental Center

To sweeten the deal, here’s a 
recipe to kickstart your Meatless 
Monday journey. It’s easy to make 
and delicious! 

Curried Pumpkin Soup
Ingredients:
1 can pumpkin
1/2 lb. fresh mushrooms (sliced or buy 
whole and slice yourself )
1/2 C. chopped onion
2 TBSP. butter
2 TBSP. all-purpose flour
1/2 to 1 tsp. curry powder
3 C. vegetable broth
1 C. (12 OZ.) evaporated milk
1 TBSP. honey
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. pepper
1/4 tsp. ground nutmeg
1/4 tsp. fresh or frozen chives 
(optional)

Directions:
In a large saucepan, saute the 
mushrooms and onion in butter until 
tender. Stir in flour and curry powder 
until blended.

Gradually add vegetable broth. Bring 
to a boil and stir for 2 minutes or 
until thickened.

Add pumpkin, milk, honey, salt, 
pepper, and nutmeg and simmer 
until desired temperature (taste 
and enjoy!).

As we approach this NEW year, we are 
looking for NEW members to join our 
Facilities Team. You can help make 
decisions and recommendations as to 
prioritizing the enhancement, repair, 
and maintenance needs of the church 
facilities. A background in architecture, 
construction, engineering, mechanical, 
or facility management will help a lot. 
Share your knowledge and skills to serve 
our congregation. Current members 
of the team are Mark Gieseke, Ron 
Hagen, Tom Hosek, Sarah Kinsman, 
Brian Larson and Dave Swager. For more 
information, please contact Sarah at 
skinsman@trinitylc.org or call the church 
office at 651-439-7400.

SHARE 
YOUR 
GIFTS

https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/care/yoga/
mailto:toddlinsue2@aol.com
https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/photos/favorite-vegetarian-recipes
https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/photos/favorite-vegetarian-recipes
https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/photos/favorite-vegetarian-recipes
mailto:skinsman@trinitylc.org
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LIFELONG FAITH 
FORMATION

Coming up in Sunday Faith Forum
Sunday, Jan. 7  |  10 a.m. in the Garden Room 
Pastor Discussion
An opportunity to ask our pastors questions about recent lessons, what’s happening 
at Trinity, or any other burning questions you may have!

Sundays, Jan. 14 & 21  |  10 a.m. 
in the Garden Room
Making Peace with Diverse 
Theologies with Dr. Amy Marga
We are pleased to welcome for two 
Sundays—Dr. Amy Marga, Professor of 
Systematic Theology, who has been at 
Luther Seminary since 2006. A summa cum 
laude graduate of Concordia University, St. 
Paul, MN (1995), she received a Master of 
Divinity (1998) and Doctor of Philosophy 
(2006) from Princeton Theological 
Seminary. She is the author of the book, In 
the Image of Her: Recovering Motherhood 
in the Christian Tradition (Baylor University 
Press, 2022). Her recent course topics 
include Race and Protestantism; Queer Theology; Global Feminist Theology; and 
Christianity, Conspiracies, and Christian Nationalism. Marga is a trained racial justice 
facilitator through the Minneapolis YWCA, and a member of the American Academy 
of Religion. She enjoys speaking on feminism, gender, race, mothers, and children in 
the Christian tradition.

Sunday, Jan. 28  |  10 a.m. in the Garden Room
Providing Peace for Our Neighbors
Karen and Ken Hannah, members of Trinity, are helping a refugee family from the 
Ukraine resettle in the Twin Cities area. They have worked with Alight (formally 
American Refugee Committee), a nonprofit humanitarian organization that works 
to establish long term stability for refugees and forcibly displaced individuals and 
families due to persecution, conflict, violence and climate change. They will be 
sharing their experience to sponsor and support a Ukrainian family and hope to have 
Vlad and Yuylia join them here at Trinity.

10 a.m.  |  Garden Room

Read more at : https://trinitylc.org/learning/adult/adult-ed/

Sunday Open Gym  |  10 a.m.  
For Children & Families 
Open Gym is for children and families 
in between worship services. Coffee is 
available for parents who would like to 
stay in the Gym for fellowship; and for 
parents wishing to attend Sunday Faith 
Forum, the Gym is supervised by middle/
high school youth volunteers.

Men’s Bible Study
Thursdays at 8:30 a.m.
Boutwells Landing 
Join us as we are currently engaged 
in a series on Revelation. Pastor Steve 
Hokonson leads the men’s Bible study 
which meets on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. in 
the Skyview Conference Room located 
on the second floor of the Boutwells’ 
main building located in Oak Park 
Heights. Questions? Please contact John 
Hodler at johnhodler@gmail.com.

https://trinitylc.org/learning/adult/adult-ed/
mailto:johnhodler@gmail.com
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FROM THE COVER: On Sunday, Oct. 29 
the following students affirmed their 
baptism through confirmation during 
worship. Also included is their chosen 
confirmation verse.

Faith Ella Brockshus • 1 John 1:4

Mia Eve Canaday • Proverbs 18:24

Oliver Si’elet Doe • Romans 8:18

Madeline Jai Dowling • 1 Corinthians 13:4

Klara Sethre Eckman • Ecclesiastes 12:7

Annika Elizabeth Gossai • Isaiah 40:31

Maxwell Henry Hoff • Philippians 4:13

Ryder Wyatt Johnson • Joshua 1:9

Chloe Elizabeth Knowlan • Romans 8:18

Julia Anne Nygard • 1 Corinthians 1:13

Jackylyn Laura Richert • Matthew 5:4

Alexis Katherine Safe • Isaiah 41:10

Allison Rose Slagle • Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

MaryBeth Noelle Swenson •  
 Deuteronomy 31:6

PHOTOS: Middle schoolers gathered 
Nov. 3-4 for a lock-in at Trinity. The night 
included off-site activities, movies, games, 
food, and BINGO with prizes.

January Family Faith Event 
hosted by the Ennen Family
Saturday, Jan. 20 at 4 pm
Families of all ages and stages are invited 
to join the Ennen family for a winter hike 
at Autumn Hills! On Saturday, Jan. 20, 
meet at Autumn Hills (5697 Norwich 
Parkway) at 4 p.m. for a sunset hike. 
Following our hike, we'll enjoy hot cocoa 
and fellowship! 

Please register your family for this free 
Family Faith Event to give us an idea 
of how many hikers to anticipate, and 
for contact information in the event of 
inclement weather. Scan the QR code 
with your smartphone camera or visit the 
direct link at: https://trinitystillwatermn.
shelbynextchms.com/external/
form/d905a94c-ba2a-4c77-9697-
ed1120053e5b

FAFA Woodworking Session
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 pm
Fun And Fellowship Affinity (FAFA) 
groups meet a spark of learning 
something new with fellowship and 
connection. FAFA groups meet on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
following Dinner Church. 

This Session: Woodworking. Measure 
twice, cut once! Meet with a group 
of experienced woodworkers from 
the congregation to learn different 
woodworking skills and create 
meaningful projects. A fee of $15 helps 
cover the cost of supplies. This group 
meets Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and Feb. 7 
in the Gym. Please register by Tuesday, 
Jan. 2 to allow FAFA group leaders time 
to plan for supplies.

To register, scan the QR code with your 
smartphone camera or visit the direct 
link at: https://trinitystillwatermn.
shelbynextchms.com/external/
form/5b5d4cbe-4ac4-491a-a992-
e4e40adfeb58

children & family  
FAITH FORMATION NOTES

https://trinitystillwatermn
https://trinitystillwatermn


Larry Odebrecht
Stillwater Council Member, Ward 3
As a fellow Christian and a member of the Stillwater Council, I am excited to share 
with you the latest developments in our city’s journey towards creating more 
affordable housing. This initiative is close to my heart, as it echoes the Christian 
values of compassion and stewardship for our neighbors, particularly those in need. 

In our city, we've identified a significant challenge for those earning less than 30% of 
the Area Median Income (AMI). A dishearteningly small fraction of our housing is 
affordable for these valued members of our community, who contribute so much to 
the fabric of our daily lives. Just as Jesus taught us to care for the least among us 
(Matthew 25:35-40), we see it as our duty to ensure that everyone in Stillwater has 
access to affordable housing. 

Recently, the state legislature has added an additional one billion dollars for housing 
initiatives. While there are diverse opinions on this allocation, these funds present us 
with a stewardship opportunity to address our local housing challenges – and will be 
spent whether Stillwater is a recipient or not. I believe it's our responsibility to use 
these resources wisely and effectively in our community. 

In response, the Stillwater City council has taken proactive steps. We've set in motion 
plans to assemble a diverse team, representative of our whole community – including 
renters, homeowners, and individuals from various walks of life. This team will draw 
wisdom from our city's comprehensive plan and the available state funding 
opportunities to develop a strategic approach to affordable housing. Our aim is to 
form recommendations that will shape and improve our local housing policies. While 
my role is to focus on policy and strategy, I’ve decided to lead this group as it is near 
and dear to my heart. 

Guided by our 2040 Comprehensive Plan, our efforts will span various initiatives, 
such as the Housing Action Plan, thorough analysis of housing issues, and continued 
support for Accessible Dwelling Units. Our focus is to ensure that the state funds are 
utilized effectively for impactful local projects, making the best use of our city staff's 
time and aligning with the Community Development department's efforts. 

This is just the beginning of a journey that mirrors the teachings of Christ in caring for 
our community. If you feel called to be a part of this vital mission, please stay tuned 
to the city's newsletter and our social media channels. We will soon share more 
information about how you can join this citizen-led team to make a meaningful 
difference in affordable housing in Stillwater. 

In faith and service, Larry Odebrecht, Stillwater Council Member, Ward 3 

14 January 2024 • Trinity Today

OUTREACH 
MISSIONS

At right is a recap of 
the new Affordable 
Housing Initiative  in 
Stillwater written 
by Larry Odebrecht, 
Stillwater Ward 3 
Council Member. This 
project, in addition to 
the Emergency Housing 
Building project, is 
anticipated to go to the 
Stillwater Council for 
approval this February.

A small cadre of Trinity women hand-delivered Christmas into the hands of our 
neighbors at Cimarron in Lake Elmo. These families pre-registered, saying they 
could use some assistance to their own efforts to create family joy during this 
Christmas season. And it was fabulous fun! Kudos to all who donated funds, 
items or gift cards to Community Thread’s Holiday Hope, especially to Anna 
Circle! Thanks to Jaime Staska who used her talents at speaking Spanish to fix 
registration glitches and to Anh Doan who coordinates the KidSpace program 
and knows the families. We Trinity women spontaneously cheered when 
problems were solved! It’s a small good world when we all work together with 
intention to walk alongside our neighbors! Merry Christmas!   – Kristie Anderson

THANK you



WORSHIP ON TV
Watch Sunday Worship on local 
channel 14 through Valley Access 
Sunday at 11 a.m. (week delay)
Sunday  at 7 p.m.
Monday at 7 a.m. & 1 p.m.

Because God

first loved us,

we live as Jesus in the world, 

loving God and 
loving neighbor.

CORE VALUES 
Engaging Worship
Radical Hospitality
Authentic Community
Lifelong Faith Formation
Compassionate Action

WELCOME STATEMENT  
Read our welcome statement at: https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
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• Wilder Rose Sommer and 
River Steele Sommer, children 
of Lynn and Lindsey Sommer

BAPTISMS

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open the 
following hours or by appointment.
Monday–Thursday | 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Sunday, Nov. 19
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 164
Live online views 9 am ______ 114
Online views/week 9 am ____ 182
In-person Trinity 11 am ______ 141
Live online views 11 am ______ 21
Online views/week 11 am ____ 47
Sunday, Nov. 26 - Advent 1
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 155
Live online views 9 am _______ 81
Online views/week 9 am ____ 114
In-person Trinity 11 am ______ 103
Live online views 11 am ______ 28
Online views/week 11 am ____ 59
Sunday, Dec. 3 - Advent 2
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 179
Live online views 9 am ______ 106
Online views/week 9 am ____ 148
In-person Trinity 11 am ______ 118
Live online views 11 am ______ 24
Online views/week 11 am ____ 51
Sunday, Dec. 10 - Advent 3
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 206
Live online views 9 am _______ 86
Online views/week 9 am ____ 161
In-person Trinity 11 am ______ 136
Live online views 11 am ______ 35
Online views/week 11 am ____ 62

NOTE: Online views in one week are one-
minute or longer views.

farewell ELLEN 
Our Financial Coordinator Ellen Neseth 
retired in November. Thank you Ellen 
for 21 years of service to Trinity. Enjoy 
your retirement!

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
mailto:info@trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org
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Mid-Winter Family Retreat at 
Camp Wapo  |  Jan. 5-6, 2024
Take a 24-hour break from the routines 
of life at home and retreat together as 
a family in beautiful Amery, Wisconsin. 
We’ll rest, play, and have time for 
devotion together. This retreat is all for all 
ages and stages! 

Families meet at Camp Wapo at 5 p.m. 
the evening of Friday, Jan. 5 and retreat 
activities will conclude by 3 p.m. the 
afternoon of Saturday, Jan. 6. Please 
watch your email inbox the week 
leading up to the retreat for a more 
detailed itinerary.

To register, scan the QR code with your smartphone camera or visit the direct link at: 
https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/508d48f1-07ff-46e3-
ad56-f483152eb56a

Please register by Friday, Dec. 22.

https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/508d48f1-07ff-46e3-ad56-f483152eb56a
https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/508d48f1-07ff-46e3-ad56-f483152eb56a

