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Because God first loved us, we live as Jesus in the world.

PHOTO: Lutefisk’s triumphant return! More photos on page 11

Advent & Christmas schedule on page 8

Mary kept all these things to herself, holding them dear, deep within herself. 
The shepherds returned and let loose, glorifying and praising God  
for everything they had heard and seen. It turned out exactly the way  
they’d been told!   – Luke 2:19-20 (MSG)

http://www.trinitylc.org


LEAD PASTOR THE REV. DR. CHRIS BELLEFEUILLE

Each Christmas season, a snippet 
of Scripture or a line from a hymn 
will worm its way into my psyche. 
This year it is the words of the priest 
Zechariah, sung to his son, John, who 
would be the Baptist. Zechariah has 
prophesied the coming Messiah and 
now describes his infant son’s future 
and proclaims the impact of the 
coming Messiah.
“And you, child, will be called the 
prophet of the Most High; for you 
will go before the Lord to prepare his 
ways, to give knowledge of salvation 
to his people by the forgiveness of 
their sins. By the tender mercy of our 
God, the dawn from on high will 
break upon us, to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow 
of death, to guide our feet into the way 
of peace.”
“The dawn from on high will break 
upon us…”
The dawn breaks in my mind’s eye 
like aurora borealis. Promised light 
in the darkness. Hope amid worry, 
fretfulness, despair, overwhelm. A 
horizon-wide, light-filled reminder 
that God is God. God is God revealed 
to us in the tenderness of an infant 
whose arrival moves shepherds and 
kings to leave their work to come 
and see.
This light breaks into the lived experi-
ence and reality of darkness.
A friend said recently: “It feels 
different. The world feels different.”
A colleague said: “We lost more people 
to COVID than to WWI and WWII 
combined. It took decades to recover 
from those wars. And for some 
reason we expect to bounce back from 
pandemic as if nothing happened.”

Both are admitting an important truth. 
We are struggling to admit when we 
are still struggling because we see 
reasons for hope all around us. We 
hesitate to ask for help when we think 
that everything should be fine.
But as the darkness deepens, our 
spirits catch up with the pace of our 
lives and remind us that the darkness 
invites us to some soul tending. The 
deep darkness of Advent reminds us 
that we are human beings, we grow 
weary and uncertain. We strive for 
“normal” seemingly against all odds. 
Assuming that our lives are supposed 
to look like something. But who 
decides what that something is?
As we move through Advent, sit in 
the darkness and breathe. Just breathe. 
Remind yourself, whether your life is 
swimming along just fine or you feel 
like you are barely holding it together, 
you are held tenderly by God. Tenderly 
and eternally, peacefully and power-
fully, you are held. Luke reminds us 
that in God, we live and move and 
have our being. All of our being. Even, 
or perhaps especially, in the darkness.
How does a weary world rejoice? 
Maybe by meeting God in the dark-
ness. Knowing that in God we find 
assurance in the promise fulfilled—
the Messiah—who we know and 
worship, who breaks like the dawn 
from on high, giving us light and 
guiding us into peace.
In Spirit breath and holy darkness,

Pastor Chris

How does a weary world rejoice?
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New maple trees were moved from Vic 
and Connie Thalacker’s tree nursery to 
the new playground area on Oct. 28 by 
a team of volunteers. We will enjoy the 
color they provide in the fall. In future 
years the trees will provide shade for the 
playground during hot summer days. 
Some have also suggested that the trees 
might be tapped for maple syrup (in 
about 30 years). 

WE GIVE thanks!
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PASTOR OF LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION  
THE REV. PETER WESTON MILLER

There are two lines that often increase 
the tension (somewhat paradoxically) 
in Advent:

The first is “Stay awake.”
Be ready. Alert. Focused. Prepare 
the Royal Highway. Keep your 
lamps trimmed and burning. We do 
not know the hour or the time. But 
warning has been given.
This call in Advent anticipates and 
enacts a kind of urgency. A sense 
that the Kingdom of God is at hand 
and the world is in desperate need of 
saving. When it looks like we have run 
out of options, God often intervenes 
with trumpets blaring and mercy 
abundant. Angels at the ready.
But we know maintaining that kind 
of crisis posture isn’t sustainable. 
It’s not healthy or wise. Planful can 
quickly devolve into paranoia and 
panic. Burning the candle at both ends 
is exhausting.
Experiencing this paranoia, our 
forerunners in the faith included a 
second Word for us in retelling God’s 
story of expectancy.

The angel says to Mary: 
“Do not fear.”
The promise holds. God’s love 
prevails. Grace abounds. Incarnation 
blesses the voiceless and the hopeless. 
Peace is treasured. The hungry will be 
fed and tyrants defrocked.
These commingling messages of 
Advent remind me of the teachings 
from Ignatius of Loyola lately. Ignatius 
was a contemporary of Luther and 
founded the Jesuit order.

As a contemplative and meditative 
guide, Ignatius sought this notion 
of “inner freedom” or “peace that 
passes all understanding”—not 
necessarily about getting it perfect or 
“right” and all buttoned down, but 
that you are mostly ready to embrace 
the next faithful step. You’ve prayed, 
you’ve done your research, you’ve 
listened for/to God, you’ve listened 
in relationship, and you’ve listened to 
the innerworkings of your heart. You 
don’t need to overthink it anymore.
Being awake to whatever God has in 
store for us and a willingness to face 
that future fully.
Ignatius invites us to see the blessing 
in the process itself, no matter 
the outcome.
That’s not just being fixated on Jesus’ 
immediate return, nor averse to it, 
but most of all trusting God’s love to 
make a way—as it has, as it does, as it 
always will.
That’s the blend that Advent invites.
Awake in hope and expectancy.
Living these promises,

Pastor Peter

Stay Awake and Do Not Fear: An Ignatian Advent

“The goal of our life is to live 
with God forever. God, who 
loves us, gave us life. Our 
own response of love allows 
God’s life to flow into us 
without limit. All the things 
in this world are gifts of God, 
presented to us so that we 
can know God more easily 
and make a return of love 
more readily. As a result, we 
appreciate and use all these 
gifts of God insofar as they 
help us develop as loving 
persons. But if any of these 
gifts become the center of 
our lives, they displace God 
and so hinder our growth 
toward our goal. In everyday 
life, then, we must hold 
ourselves in balance before 
all of these created gifts 
insofar as we have a choice 
and are not bound by some 
obligation. We should not 
fix our desires on health or 
sickness, wealth or poverty, 
success or failure, a long life 
or a short one. For everything 
has the potential of calling 
forth in us a deeper response 
to our life in God. Our only 
desire and our one choice 
should be this: I want and I 
choose what better leads to 
God’s deepening life in me.” 

– Ignatius, Spiritual Exercises, 
1548
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GIFTS  
MANAGEMENT
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Giving Appeal UPDATE 
Submitted by Noah Schumacher  |  
Stewardship Team Chair

As many of you know, we kicked off 
our fall stewardship campaign in 
October with packet handouts and 
temple talks. Although this fall giving 
appeal is coming to a close, I want to 
remind all of you that pledges and 
donations are still being accepted and 
will continue to be throughout the 
year.
I want to remind you of our goals for 
this coming year and where we stand 
currently.
Goal number 1 is to raise $1.1 million 
in pledged contributions. As of 
Tuesday, Nov. 7, we were at $524,865 
dollars in pledged contributions 
which is 48% of our goal.
Goal number 2 is to increase the 
number of pledges by 25 bringing our 
total to 300. We are currently at 117 
pledges, which is 39% of our goal. 
Goal number 3 is to increase the 
number of automated givers by 25 
to 225 households. This number isn't 
quite available yet, but will be avail-
able soon.
For those of you who have already 
pledged—thank you. For those of 
you who are still considering, think 
if each of the remaining 183 pledgers 
just increased their pledge by $5 per 
week, that alone would amount to 
$20 per pledge each month, $240 per 
year times the 183 of the remaining 
pledgers to equal $43,920.
So if I have done my math right, we 
would have $531,215 left to raise in 
about the next 10 months, which 
would be about the same 48% we 
have already raised in the last several 
weeks because each remaining person 
increased their pledge by $5 a week— 
in turn trimming the 52% we still 
would like to be pledged down to the 
48% because that little increase of $5 
per week per pledger equaled to that 
$43,920 which converted to a percent 
comes out to about 4% (well actually 
3.992727%, but who’s counting). That is 
exciting news.
Sorry about that. Sometimes the 
middle school math teacher in me can 
be my superpower, but other times my 
love of sharing numbers can go a little 
overboard.
Math aside, all I am saying is we are 
off to a good start, but there is still 
work to be done.

So how can you help?
1. Every pledge matters. Every value 

big or small moves us closer to our 
goal. Lean in. Prayerfully consider 
what you can pledge. In baseball 
terms, step up to the plate. Lay 
down a bunt, get a hit, or swing 
for the fences, but just make sure 
you step up to the plate.

2. If you have never pledged, now is 
the time. Help us reach our goal 
of 25 new pledgers. Please visit: 
https://www.shelbygiving.com/
App/Form/cca7f52d-b2e7-45d6-
adbc-3ed298a77232 to easily give 
online. Reach out if you need 
assistance. Our Stewardship Team 
is planning some events in the 
new year, come hang out and 
learn a little something.

3. If you’re not already, help us reach 
our goal of 25 new automated 
givers. Download the Trinity 
Members App, it makes it easy 
to pledge. For links to download, 
visit: https://shelby.ministryone.
com/landing/7drB

Trinity is a community where 
everyone is welcomed, valued and 
accepted. Giving to Trinity helps 
this community continue to live our 
values of Engaging Worship, Radical 
Hospitality, Authentic Community, 
Lifelong Faith Formation and 
Compassionate Action.
It is scientifically proven that giving:
1. makes us feel happy,
2. is good for our health,
3. helps social connection,
4. evokes gratitude, and 
5. is contagious
But . . . I won’t get into the numbers 
behind the study for all of your sakes.
Thanks for all you do for Trinity and 
each other!

The Ordinary-and 
Extraordinary-Moments 
that Matter
Karen Gieseke  |  RIC Team Chair

The newly re-launched Reconciling in 
Christ (RIC) Team is in the process of 
drafting our team covenant to help 
guide our path and work ahead. Our 
monthly meetings begin by checking in 
with each other and sharing in a prayer, 
before we launch into our work which 
will be guided by our covenant—and by 
you. (Stay tuned for team updates and 
opportunities!) At our last meeting, we 
began with a blessing and prayer written 
by Pastor Meta Herrick Carlson from her 
book Ordinary Blessings: Prayers Poems, 
and Blessings for Everyday Life.

In the book’s preface, Meta writes “it feels 
good and holy to notice God’s attention 
to the regular, to consider God’s invest-
ment in the little moments that matter 
to my daily life, to bless the pretty decent 
things and call them good.”

When our team finished reading a 
blessing centered in an ordinary-and 
also extraordinary-moment, there was a 
holy silence in the room followed by, “We 
need to share this with the congregation.” 
That blessing is below.

For When Someone Comes Out to You
I must remember
this is not sudden or chosen,
but a quiet and vulnerable truth
finally entrusted to me.

My first instinct is
to seek information,
to give permission,
to clarify what I want or need,
but I must refrain.

I must keep this moment
safe and sacred
for the one who has dared
to speak what is real.
I cannot miss showing my person
how fiercely and completely
they are loved.
I cannot miss marking
a new beginning,
Because it will happen with
or without me.

I cannot miss the holy part.
So I listen longer,
offering my whole presence
with grace
that adores them
fully and always,
that holds their whole being
with good care they deserve.

https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/cca7f52d-b2e7-45d6-adbc-3ed298a77232
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/cca7f52d-b2e7-45d6-adbc-3ed298a77232
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/cca7f52d-b2e7-45d6-adbc-3ed298a77232
https://shelby.ministryone.com/landing/7drB
https://shelby.ministryone.com/landing/7drB
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CONGREGATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

Kudos to event sponsors— 
LET’S GO group is energized!
LET’S GO tips hats to Ted Olson and Clark Weyrauch who stepped up with new 
event ideas and the enthusiasm to lead them. Clark hosted two trivia events at the 
River Siren Brewery and Ted led two amazing hikes—a night hike with full moon (no 
flashlights) at William O’Brien State Park and a five-mile hike on the Ice Age National 
Trail exploring the post-glacial landscape. The team extends gratitude and kudos 
to you! Your leadership will hopefully encourage others to share their expertise or 
interests to lead future events.

One of the aims of the LET’S GO team is to provide a wide variety of events open to 
everyone. This is another way to connect with others, to have fun, learn something 
new or enjoy an event particular to a certain interest. If you are interested in leading 
an event which can be geared for adults and /or families with children, contact 
any LET’S GO team member. Areas of interest may include outdoor adventure 
(challenging or easy), theater, history, museums, games, dining, or something else.

LET’S GO Team:
Sandy Wendt and Randy Propp, Co-leaders
Molly Birkeland
Joan Fogelberg
Lynne Funk
Lisa Kehe
Jill Longnecker
Randy Nelson
Mary Soderholm
Sandy Weber

Here’s what’s coming up this month. Please join us!

Christmas Family Fun Night!
Friday, Dec. 1, 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Join hosts Jill Longnecker and Lisa Kehe for a fun family night at Trinity. Come kick off 
the Christmas season with us! There will be classic Christmas movies, cookies, treats, 
games and open gym time. Bring the whole family for some fellowship and holiday 
spirit. Questions? Contact Lisa Kehe at lmkehe@comcast.net.

Also see the co-sponsored guided tour event on the next page.

More information and events are posted on our website at: https://trinitylc.org/con-
gregational-life/connections/lets-go/

A Let’s Go private Facebook group is up 
and running with events, reminders and 
photos. To join, search “Let’s Go (Trinity 
Lutheran Church) Stillwater, MN” then 
look for the Group with the logo above. 
Click “Join” then “Visit.”

mailto:lmkehe@comcast.net
https://trinitylc.org/con�gregational-life/connections/lets-go/
https://trinitylc.org/con�gregational-life/connections/lets-go/
https://trinitylc.org/con�gregational-life/connections/lets-go/
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Guided Tour of In Our Hands Exhibit at MIA  
Thursday, Dec. 7  |  2:30-3:30 pm 
Sunday, Dec. 10  |  2:30-3:30 pm
All are welcome to join LET’S GO and ABIDE Readers at the Minneapolis Institute 
of Art (MIA) to see through the lens held by Native photographers. MIA docents 
and Trinity members Sheila-Marie Untiedt and Sara Wagner will guide us through 
more than 150 photographs of, by, and for Indigenous people. Two dates available: 
Thursday, Dec. 7 and Sunday, Dec. 10 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. Tours will be followed by an 
optional 15-minute glimpse and discussion of The Lyrical Artwork of Jim Denomie—all 
at no cost. The Thursday tour will feature an optional lunch at the Indigenous Food 
Lab in Minneapolis. Carpooling will be available. Space is limited. Please RSVP (be 
sure to include the date you’re attending) by email to smuntiedt@hotmail.com and 
saraewagner@comcast.net.

7

Grief Support
If someone you love has died and 
you are interested in a faith-based 
connection with others in a safe 
and confidential space to support 
you in your grief, contact Zanny 
Johnson at zjohnson@trinitylc.org. 

Christmas Worship & Lunch 
Wednesday, Dec. 13  |  11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please join us for Christmas worship in the Garden Room followed by a 
holiday meatball luncheon with special music and carols. 

No cost to attend and no RSVP necessary. Questions? Contact Zanny 
Johnson at zjohnson@trinitylc.org or call the church office at 651-439-7400.

Hosted by Trinity’s Caring Friends. Caring Friends help Trinity stay in touch 
with people 80 years and older through intentional, caring relationships.

Celebrating Seniors

Cara Romero, Chemehuevi, born 1977, TV Indians, 2017, archival inkjet print, © Cara Romero

Earth Keepers NOTES 
Earth Keepers is the sustainability team 
of Trinity. Previously called the Green 
Team, we've renamed to encompass 
a broader reach on our care taking of 
the earth. Just to clarify, we are not a 
gardening group, but rather a sustain-
ability and environmental team that 
serves the Trinity community. We 
would love to have you join. You can 
participate as little or as much as you 
want. All are welcome! Interested in 
more information or joining? Contact 
Jill and Scott Kneeskern for details at: 
kdkdesign4@gmail.com.

CLIMATE CORNER
December is a month filled with colder 
weather, and holiday gatherings and 
celebration. Here are some simple and 
easy things you can do to keep the earth:

• Join the Washington County 
Composting Program

Food waste accounts for 22% of trash in 
landfills, $218 billion worth of food, 130 
billion meals.

It’s free to join, and easy to switch 
your habit of throwing food in the 
trash, to tossing it into the compost 
bin. Watch your garbage production 
plummet, especially with holiday 
gatherings approaching!

Read more at: co.washington.
mn.us/3629/Food-Scraps-Drop-off

• Manage your thermostat

For every degree you turn your 
thermostat down in the winter, you 
will save 3% on your energy bill.* Even 
though we predict you won't even notice 
it, how do you stay warm while doing 
this? Wear a sweater, sweatshirt, wool 
socks and stay cozy under a blanket.

*Source: DOE Energy Save website: 
energy.gov/energysaver/energy-saver

mailto:smuntiedt@hotmail.com
mailto:saraewagner@comcast.net
mailto:zjohnson@trinitylc.org
mailto:zjohnson@trinitylc.org
mailto:kdkdesign4@gmail.com
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WORSHIP  
& MUSIC

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP

Please join us for worship! A 
reminder that parking is FREE in 
the city parking ramp on 3rd Street 
from 9 a.m. Christmas Eve to Noon 
Christmas Day. 

All worship services will be available 
online and livestream, except 9 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve and 10 a.m. on 
Christmas Day. 

Online Worship>  
www.trinitylc.org/worship-music/
worship/online-worship/

Facebook Livestream>  
www.facebook.com/
trinitylcstillwater/

More information at:  
www.trinitylc.org

Worship Volunteers for 
Christmas Eve Needed!  
Get in the Christmas spirit 
by greeting or ushering at 
worship at Trinity. Scan the 
QR code with your smartphone 
camera or sign up online at: 
https://trinitystillwatermn.
shelbynextchms.com/external/
form/35a990b7-52ce-49e8-bd09-
879ecfc9455f

Worship Sunday, Nov. 26 – First Sunday of Advent
We acknowledge our weariness | Luke 1:1-23 
9 am – Trinity Choir & Organ 
11 am – Trinity Worship Band

Sunday, Dec. 3 – Second Sunday of Advent  
We find joy in connection | Luke 1:24-45
9 am – Trinity Choir & Organ 
11 am – Trinity Worship Band

Sunday, Dec. 10 – Third Sunday of Advent 
We allow ourselves to be amazed | Luke 1:57-66
9 am – Trinity Choir, Trinity Brass & Children’s Choir 
11 am – Trinity Worship Band 

Friday, Dec. 15 – Longest Night Worship
Worship service for the weary 
7 pm – In this season of festivity, this service provides an oasis of solace 
and comfort. Candles, music, poetry, calm, silence. A time for weary bodies 
and heavy hearts to find hope and peace. In the Worship Center.

Sunday, Dec. 17 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
We sing stories of hope
10 am – Children’s Christmas Program (One worship service only.)

Sunday, Dec. 17 – Christmas Celebration Concert at Trinity
3 pm – Featuring the St. Croix Valley Symphony Orchestra, baritone, 
Thomas Glass, the Trinity Choir, and the Trinity Children’s Choir. You will 
hear classic favorites, as well as familiar and not-so-familiar music for 
the season. No cost to attend, a free-will offering will be taken to support 
music at Trinity. Appropriate for all ages. Please join us for this special 
afternoon of incredible music in the Worship Center. Reception to follow in 
the Narthex!

Sunday, Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve
We make room | Luke 2:1-20
11 am – Worship for children and their families
2 pm – Contemporary worship with Trinity Worship Band 
4 pm – Festival worship with brass, Trinity Choir and organ
9 pm – Candlelight worship with soloists, and organ

Monday, Dec. 25 – Christmas Day
We make room | Luke 2:1-20
10 am – Casual and creative worship

Sunday, Dec. 31 
The ancient story told in word and music 
10 am – Lessons & Carols with brass (One worship service only.)

Two people— 
one radiating 

joy and the 
other wading 

into weariness—
hold the world 

together. 
— Rev. Lauren 

Wright Pittman

http://www.trinitylc.org/worship-music/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.trinitylc.org
https://trinitystillwatermn


Christmas Celebration  
Concert   at Trinity
Sunday, Dec. 17

3 pm  |  Worship Center
No cost to attend, there will be a free-will offering to support music at Trinity.

Featuring:
Trinity Choir – Clark Weyrauch, Director

Trinity Children’s Choir – Sonia Esch, Director
St. Croix Valley Symphony Orchestra – Kris Tjornehoj, Director

Organ & Piano – Carol Carver

with Guest Soloist
Thomas Glass 

Baritone 
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The Longest Night Worship Service
Friday, Dec. 15 at 7 p.m.  |  Worship Center & Online
In this season of festivity, this service provides an oasis of solace and comfort. Candles, 
music, poetry, calm, silence.  A time for weary bodies and heavy hearts to find hope 
and peace. In the Worship Center and streamed online at:

Online Worship>  
www.trinitylc.org/worship-music/worship/online-worship/
Facebook Livestream>  
www.facebook.com/trinitylcstillwater/

Worship Texts 
Below are the scripture texts that 
will be used on the date listed to 
prepare the message for worship.
Dec. 3 ____________ Luke 1:24-45
Dec. 10 ___________ Luke 1:57-66
Dec. 17 ______ (Children’s Program)
Dec. 24 ____________ Luke 2:1-20  
Dec. 31 ________ (Lessons & Carols)

Croix Chordsmen  
Christmas with Vallee de Croix 
Saturday, Dec. 2  |  3 pm
An afternoon filled with festive cheer.
Tickets: https://croixchordsmen.org/

Christmas with Cantus  
Sunday, Dec. 10  |  3 pm
In Christmas with Cantus, Cantus 
weaves together three holiday stories 
with time-honored carols and new 
classics. Blending narration and song, 
the program features Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol and Christine Lê’s 
The Hawai’i Snowman, alongside Mark 
Twain’s “A Letter from Santa Claus,” 
offering an opportunity to reflect on 
the meaning and joy of the holiday 
season. Join Cantus for a beloved 
holiday tradition that the Star Tribune 
has deemed “as joyful a celebration of 
the season’s spirit as any caroling party 
you’re likely to attend this year.”
Tickets: https://www.cantussings.org/

Christmas Celebration Concert  
Sunday, Dec. 17  |  3 pm
Featuring the St. Croix Valley Symphony 
Orchestra, baritone, Thomas Glass, the 
Trinity Choir, and the Trinity Children’s 
Choir. You will hear classic favorites, 
as well as familiar and not-so-familiar 
music for the season. No cost to attend, a 
free-will offering will be taken to support 
music at Trinity. Appropriate for all ages. 
Please join us for this special afternoon of 
incredible music in the Worship Center. 
Reception to follow in the Narthex!

Home for the Holidays 
Thursday, Dec. 21  |  7 pm
An evening full of holiday cheer and the 
warm spirit of the season. From beloved 
holiday favorites to contemporary hits, 
there’s something for the whole family 
to enjoy! Featuring local favorites Jack 
Swanson, Clark Weyrauch, Elise Karlstad, 
Ava Karlstad, Solveig Neseth, Katie Henly 
and Gretchen Perkins!
Tickets: https://www.scvopera.org/
home-for-the-holidays

trinity CONCERT SERIES

Living Word: A Christmas Program 
Sunday, Dec. 17 at 10 a.m.  |  Worship Center 
One service only this day! 
The children of Trinity Lutheran are thrilled to present the greatest story ever told—
the story of love coming to us at Christmas. Join us for worship to see Living Word, 
a Christmas program created by local spoken word artist, Joe Davis. This program 
invites us to ask big questions about how the Nativity story speaks to our deep 
longings for healing and justice in the world.

http://www.trinitylc.org/worship-music/worship/online-worship/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitylcstillwater/
https://croixchordsmen.org/
https://www.cantussings.org/
https://www.scvopera.org/
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A community served
With smiles and good cheer all around, 
more than 300 volunteers helped serve 
over 500 diners across three seatings 
on Thursday, Nov. 2. In doing so, we 
brought back Trinity’s beloved Lutefisk 
& Meatball Dinner after a three-year 
hiatus and raised almost $6,000 for 
Trinity’s Outreach Missions. Everyone was 
thrilled to work together again, and the 
diners readily expressed their joy with 
the experience. 

The team met challenges with aplomb 
and there were many whispers of “here’s 
a great idea for next year.” We wish to 
thank the wonderful volunteers whose 
very hard work made this all possible, 
the Outreach Missions Team for their 
support, and the wonderful Trinity staff 
for their help with logistics. In the end, 
this was a celebration of community, 
both at the table and in the kitchen. 
God’s blessings abound!  – Charlie Payne
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LIFELONG FAITH 
FORMATION

Mid-Winter Family Retreat at Camp Wapo  |  Jan. 5-6, 2024
Take a 24-hour break from the routines of life at home and retreat together as a family 
in beautiful Amery, Wisconsin. We’ll rest, play, and have time for devotion together. 
This retreat is all for all ages and stages! 

Families meet at Camp Wapo at 5 p.m. the evening of Friday, Jan. 5 
and retreat activities will conclude by 3 p.m. the afternoon of 
Saturday, Jan. 6. Please watch your email inbox the week leading 
up to the retreat for a more detailed itinerary.

To register, scan the QR code with your smartphone camera or visit 
the direct link at: https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/
external/form/508d48f1-07ff-46e3-ad56-f483152eb56a

Wednesday Faith Formation and 
Dinner Church Christmas Break
Please note that Faith Lab, Confirmation, 
and Dinner Church are on Christmas 
break Wednesdays, Dec. 20 and 27. All 
Wednesday evening programming 
resumes Wednesday, Jan. 3. We look 
forward to worshipping with you at one of 
our many Christmas Eve and Day worship 
times! See page 8 for more information.

PHOTOS: Confirmation youth had a great 
service event packing meals at Meals from 
the Heart on Wednesday, Nov. 8.

Christmas
BREAK

https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/
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Coming up in Sunday Faith Forum
Sunday, Dec. 3  |  10 a.m. in the Garden Room 
Making Peace with Justice: Equity and Mass Incarceration
We continue to ponder tough intersections of peace 
and justice. Given documented systemic racial bias 
in public safety and corrections, what is a safe, just, 
equitable prison system? What does our faith call 
us to in liberation and rehabilitation? Minneapolis 
Area Synod racial justice organizer Manny Lewis 
will join David Boehnke from Incarcerated Workers 
Organizing Committee to talk about legislation and 
actions for congregations. 

Manny Lewis joined the Minneapolis Area Synod as 
the Congregational Organizer for Racial Justice in 
March 2023. As a resident of North Minneapolis for 
more than 16 years, Manny has seen a lot of things 
change. He has also benefited from the opportunity 
of mentorship, which has motivated his mission is 
to enrich the lives of brown and black communities 
and bring communities of all kinds together in 
the hopes of healing racial injustice, and giving people the opportunity for better 
lives. Prior to coming to the Minneapolis Area Synod, Manny worked with youth and 
community outreach at the Center for Leadership and Neighborhood Engagement 
(CLNE) in North Minneapolis. 

Manny Lewis  |  m.lewis@mpls-synod.org  |  612-230-3305

Sunday, Dec. 10  |  10 a.m. in the Garden Room
Making Peace with Justice: Restorative Justice Circles
Circles are powerful symbols of restoration and peace. In this session, Trinity’s 
own Lynn and Gary Schurrer will share their experience utilizing this model of 
reconnecting for individuals and communities. Victims and perpetrators. Circles often 
gather to address harm, hear needs, and develop a plan for repair. Please join us for 
this impactful conversation.

10 a.m.  |  Garden Room

Read more at : https://trinitylc.org/learning/adult/adult-ed/

Sunday Open Gym  |  For Children & Families  |  10 a.m. 
Open Gym is for children and families in between worship services. Coffee is available 
for parents who would like to stay in the Gym for fellowship; and for parents wishing 
to attend Sunday Faith Forum, the Gym is supervised by middle/high school 
youth volunteers.

You are invited to an 
Advent PAUSE gathering!
Gatherings will occur during and around 
the week of Dec. 3-10 
Sign up at: https://trinitylc.org/
congregational-life/advent-pause/
Advent P.A.U.S.E. (Peace And 
Understanding – a Season to Embrace) 
A season of HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE.

A season of invitation and anticipation. 
A season to create space in our home for 
God’s story, where God’s love is extended 
to all through our hearts, hands and 
hope. A season for us to settle our hearts 
and bodies, as we anticipate the news of 
God dwelling with us, wherever home is 
for this season.

Advent P.A.U.S.E. is a space for women 
of all ages, and for friends, family, 
co-workers, neighbors, and more to 
gather, and to share and experience a 
few moments of God’s presence, love, 
and hope with and through each other. 
Come! Join others at a small gathering.
• A variety of dates and locations are 

offered to fit your schedule.
• Gatherings are scheduled the first 

two weeks of December.
• Gatherings are available through two 

options this year. Choose which best 
fits for you:
1) In-person in people’s homes.
2) Online, via Zoom. You will receive 

an email with a link after you 
have signed up.

Advent P.A.U.S.E. sign ups are available 
online on our website at: https://trinitylc.
org/congregational-life/advent-pause/

Questions? Contact Karen Gieseke at 
kgieseke@live.com or 651-492-6610.

mailto:m.lewis@mpls-synod.org
https://trinitylc.org/learning/adult/adult-ed/
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/advent-pause/
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/advent-pause/
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/advent-pause/
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/advent-pause/
mailto:kgieseke@live.com
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OUTREACH 
MISSIONS

Angel Tree 
Tags available Sunday, Dec. 10
Gifts due Monday, Dec. 18
Trinity has participated in Angel Tree 
for more than 20 years. Angel Tree is 
a program where gifts are bought for 
children of incarcerated people. Be part 
of sharing God’s love for all children. On 
Sunday, Dec. 10, between services, tags 
will be available to take from the tree in 
the Narthex. This year we are serving 26 
children. Each child will receive two gifts. 
Suggested amount to spend on each gift 
is $25.  There will also be tags for care-
givers. Take a tag and return wrapped 
gifts no later than Monday, Dec. 18. 
Questions? Contact Wendy Worner at 
wworner@earthlink.net or Sandy Wendt 
at sjwendt46@gmail.com.

Holiday Hope
Gifts due Dec. 5 
Holiday Hope, offered during the holidays through Community Thread, is in the 
process of registering sponsors willing to offer hope to financially struggling individ-
uals and families. Holiday Hope recipients will be matched with a sponsor, who will 
shop for gift cards to be dropped off at Community Thread. Gift cards are preferable 
since the families use them to buy exactly what they (and their children) need. If you 
are unable to sponsor an individual or family, gift card donations in $25 increments to 
the following retailers: Amazon, Holiday Station Stores, Kohls, Target and Walmart are 
also accepted.

Please bring the gift cards to Community Thread, 2300 Orleans St. West in Stillwater 
during office hours (weekdays, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.) no later than Dec. 5. Check out the 
volunteer opportunities, too. For more information or to register for a sponsorship 
please call Community Thread at 651-439-7434. Read more at: https://communi-
tythreadmn.org/holiday_hope/

Outreach Missions UPDATE 
Submitted by Marie Liberda  |  Team Chair

Thank you for the toothpaste donations to Valley Outreach during November! 
Our December offering at Dinner Church and on Sundays will be kid’s gloves 
and mittens. We would prefer waterproof gloves and mittens, but are thankful 
for any donations.
Thank you to all the Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner volunteers and friends: the 
servers, the bakers, the dishwashers, the lefse makers, the food makers, the 
food purchasers, the organizers, the table setters, the take-out personnel, the 
preparers of the food, the cleaner uppers and the participants who shared a 
meal and shared the fellowship with others. The Outreach Missions Team will 
use the profit as they see fit for the many needs in our community and the 
world. Stay tuned for updates about where these funds are disbursed.
This past month we approved funding of secondary and post-secondary schol-
arships to educate students from our sister congregation in Mwatasi, Tanzania. 
Education is integral for the future of Tanzania. The money sent goes through 
Bega Kwa Bega of our Saint Paul Area Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA). Through your generous donations we are able to 
pay for education for about 25 students each year. We spend about $15,000 a 
year to educate students who cannot afford to pay for their schooling, due to 
lack of family financial support. Many of the students are orphaned.
This past month we also sent $1,500 to Lutheran World Relief toward the Gaza/
Israeli crisis. In addition, we sent $1,500 to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) through the ELCA Gift Processing Center, 
for crisis relief.
We have also sent $1,000 to Open Hands Midway, an organization with a very 
visible presence in their Midway area of St. Paul neighborhood with a focus on 
providing housing and food.
We give God thanks for you, our Trinity members and friends, who share with 
us the desire to help our neighbors in need.

mailto:wworner@earthlink.net
mailto:sjwendt46@gmail.com
https://communi�tythreadmn.org/holiday_hope/
https://communi�tythreadmn.org/holiday_hope/
https://communi�tythreadmn.org/holiday_hope/


WORSHIP ON TV
Watch Sunday Worship on local 
channel 14 through Valley Access 
Sunday at 11 a.m. (week delay)
Sunday  at 7 p.m.
Monday at 7 a.m. & 1 p.m.

Because God

first loved us,

we live as Jesus in the world, 

loving God and 
loving neighbor.

CORE VALUES 
Engaging Worship
Radical Hospitality
Authentic Community
Lifelong Faith Formation
Compassionate Action

WELCOME STATEMENT  
Read our welcome statement at: https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/

• To family and friends of  
Alice Flitter

• To family and friends of  
Pam Watson

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
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• Aidan Joshua Colstad, son of 
Jacob & Abby Colstad

BAPTISMS

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open the 
following hours or by appointment.
Monday–Thursday | 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Sunday, Oct. 22
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 165
Live online views 9 am _______ 56
Online views/week 9 am ____ 113
In-person Trinity 11 am _______ 80
Live online views 11 am ______ 26
Online views/week 11 am ____ 66
Sunday, Oct. 29
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 216
Live online views 9 am _______ 76
Online views/week 9 am ____ 125
In-person Trinity 11 am ______ 125
Live online views 11 am ______ 34
Online views/week 11 am ____ 62
Sunday, Nov. 5
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 202
Live online views 9 am _______ 66
Online views/week 9 am ____ 118
In-person Trinity 11 am _______ 98
Live online views 11 am ______ 20
Online views/week 11 am ____ 50
Sunday, Nov. 12
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 183
Live online views 9 am _______ 70
Online views/week 9 am ____ 121
In-person Trinity 11 am _______ 85
Live online views 11 am ______ 25
Online views/week 11 am ____ 64

NOTE: Online views in one week are one-
minute or longer views.

Tech Tuesdays 
Tuesdays, 10 am–Noon in 
the Commons at Trinity
Hey Trinity, need a  “tech guy”? Do you 
have a computer, tablet or smartphone 
question or issue? Need some solid ad-
vice on buying a new phone, tablet, TV or 
computer? Bring your technology issues 
to get some assistance. Bring in your 
problematic tech gadgets, and we’ll work 
with you to help solve your computer/
technology issues. No need to sign up, 
just show up! Questions? Contact Clark 
Weyrauch at cweyrauch@trinitylc.org or 
Monty Lysne at mlysne@trinitylc.org.

Fifth Tuesday Funday—Trinity staff 
enjoys an outing when our regular weekly 
staff meeting falls on a fifth Tuesday (a 
few times each year). On Oct. 31, we 
enjoyed pizza and karaoke hosted by 
Monty Lysne. Thank you to Jeff and 
Heather Swanson for the hospitality at 
their Garage Bar in Woodville, Wisconsin.

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
mailto:info@trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org
mailto:cweyrauch@trinitylc.org
mailto:mlysne@trinitylc.org
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Form and payment must be submitted by Sunday, Dec. 17, 2023
In the spirit of honoring or memorializing loved ones this Christmas, we welcome donations toward local benevolences 
such as Valley Outreach, or a Christmas Garden (floral display) to beautify our Worship Center this season. Names will be 
printed in the January issue of Trinity Today.

ONLINE: scan the QR code with your smartphone camera or visit: https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/
form/4f5ad547-876a-444e-8a8b-aa0e9162cdb9

If you prefer, please stop in the church office during regular hours (Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) with your 
cash or check and Jeannie or Linda will assist you in completing the form.

PAPER: fill out the form below and mail it with your payment to Trinity Lutheran Church at PO Box 339, 
Stillwater, MN 55082.

 Local Benevolences: $ ______________  Christmas Garden (suggested donation of $25): $______________

In memory of: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

In honor of: _________________________________________________________________________

Given by: ___________________________________________________________________________

Phone: (_______)_______________________ Total amount enclosed $ ________________

Christmas Garden & Local Benevolences Gif t Oppor tunities

https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/

