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Because God first loved us, we live as Jesus in the world.

Please join us at worship to 
honor and celebrate Trinity’s 
saints—both those whom we 

have welcomed into the Body 
of Christ through baptism, 

and those to whom we’ve said 
farewell as they’ve entered into 
life eternal. Names will be read 

at all worship services. 

Wednesday, Nov. 1 
Dinner Church at 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 5
Worship at 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

all 
saints’ 

day

farewell
Audrey Clair Halvorson

Edward Gerald Gillstrom 

Sharon Lee O’Neil

James Harold Bradshaw

Julianne Carlson Pederson 

Vincent Donald Parker

Karen Lee Olson

Michael Edward Dorendorf

James Arthur Swanson

Joan Eleanor Wyland-Burns

Merilyn Lloyd Cummings Kirby

Phillip Terry Giebler

Margaret  (Peggy) Tocko

Sylvia Berg

Allen Elmer Ost

Mary Anne Staberg

Geraldine Pearl Hepola

L. Donald (Don) Lobitz

Paul Douglas Amos

Constance Elizabeth Rome

Sharon Lee Swanson Germain

Jean Constance Junker

welcome
Amelia O’Brien Vickers

Lewis Stanley Wilmes

Ingrid Clare Illikainen

Reed Doyle Ahern

Cameron Thomas Bjerk

Cole Charles Hoffstatter

Sophia Anne MacSwain

Rosie Elizabeth Neumann

Calvin Lewis Weyrauch

Nash Roland Madline

Elliana Lynn Reid

Brooks David Pallas

Avery Judith Wiegand

Carly Jeanne Carlson

Clementine Christan Sanocki

Cora Kay Lynne Ennen

“You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. 
Only then can you be embraced by the One most dear to you.”    
– Matthew 5:4 (MSG)

2022
-

2023

http://www.trinitylc.org


LEAD PASTOR THE REV. DR. CHRIS BELLEFEUILLE

This is a common question asked of 
pastors. It is also one of the reasons 
given for why people say they don’t 
like to visit a church. “They are always 
asking for money.”
But are we?
Since we kicked off a comprehensive 
campaign this year, we have talked 
about money more than we usually 
do. And, of course, it’s “stewardship 
season.” But aside from that, how 
often do we ask for money? I mean, 
directly ask? Some (many) stewardship 
scholars would chide Pastor Peter and 
me for not talking about money nearly 
often enough!
The truth is, we should talk about money 
because money is a deeply spiritual issue. 
Money is entangled in our relationship 
with God and our God-giftedness. And 
it’s not just a question of: In what do we 
put our faith? It’s how we understand 
the way God works in our lives.
We go into the world, to work and learn, 
deploying the gifts God has first given 
us: life, time, intelligence, strength, 
capacity, energy, skills, talents, etc. 
Everything we bring into our day began 
as a gift. In return, we are compensated 
with money. If we do the math care-
fully, we realize it means the money 
comes from God, too. Because what we 
use to earn the money was from God 
in the first place. Crazy economics, 
God’s economics!
Therefore, our spiritual well-being 
includes our relationship to money. 
A relationship that can hurt us or a 
relationship that can lift us up. Not by 
virtue of how much we have, but by 
virtue of how we steward what we have.
Money can calm our fears by providing 
basic needs. And anxiety about having 
“enough” money can consume our time 
and our relationships. Money is used to 
measure success, rightfully and harm-
fully. In our culture, money is both a 

measure of and a tool for achievement—
of place, name, status. Not having 
“enough” money—or the evidence of 
“enough” money—can cause shame, 
isolation, division and hurt. Right rela-
tionship with money begins and ends 
with our understanding that all we have 
is of God and is ours to steward in the 
name of God—to care for self, the Body 
of Christ, and the world.
Learning to give, to steward our finances 
toward the body of Christ, takes time. 
We need to be invited and taught, 
encouraged and welcomed. When we 
discover the joy of releasing our first 
fruits to God, we learn that no matter 
how else things go for us this month, 
part of ourselves has been poured into 
sharing the love of God with each other 
and with the world.
Ted and I each grew up with parents 
who gave to their churches. I remember 
my mom sitting at the dining room table 
on Saturday nights writing one check to 
the United Methodist Church and one 
to the Catholic Church. When Ted and I 
married, we had to grow into giving. We 
discovered that we share a commitment 
to letting our money speak: through our 
faith community, alma mater, and other 
organizations who embody the values 
that have been shaped by our faith in 
a God of abundance, grace, liberation 
and welcome.
When Ted retired two years ago, we had 
to come to terms with an abrupt shift in 
our ability to give. Ted picked up part-
time work as a swim teacher at a fraction 
of his prior income. We tried to increase 
our pledge annually (sometimes success-
fully, sometimes not) but with our 
income reduced nearly by half, it wasn’t 
feasible. So, we took a deep breath of 
faith and held firm at the amount we 
were already giving. Because at half our 
income, keeping our giving the same 
was a big increase in percentage giving.
I don’t tell you this to make us an 
example of righteousness, far from it. I 
share this to be transparent that Ted and 
I are committed to financial stewardship 
at Trinity and that pastor households 
have the same conversations you have: 
how much, how often, how courageous. 
Giving to the church is at the top, the 
start, the first fruits. Because we believe 

Why do churches 
always ask for money?
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that what we have been given is a gift 
entrusted to us to use in generosity to 
make the gospel of love, justice and 
inclusion sing.
Is it easy? Rarely. Do we have stressful 
conversations? You bet. Have we ever 
watched that money go out the door 
wistfully, imagining what else we 
might do with it? Of course. Have we 
ever regretted it? No. Because, as I said 
before, no matter what else happens 
in a month or a year, we know that 
something meaningful happened with 
the first of the money God entrusted to 
us. We have linked our lives with yours 
in God. We have made sure there is a 
place to worship in community, a place 
to form faith, find belonging, care for 
neighbors, and bring joys and sorrows to 
be met with love.
Many years ago, there was a couple that 
belonged to the church I was serving 
who lived small paycheck to small 
paycheck. When her mom died, they 
inherited a fair sum. The first thing 
they did was give money to the church 
to complete the elevator in our new 
building, because she knew her mom 
would have appreciated and used an 
elevator. Over the next couple of years, 
things didn’t go well for the couple, 
soon the rest of the money was gone 
with nothing else to show for it. But 
the elevator is still there: moving kids 
to faith formation and movie nights, 
getting equipment where it needs to be, 
allowing the elders access to the full 
facility. First fruits still serving the body 
of Christ.
In the end, our hearts do follow our 
treasure. What Trinity is really asking 
for is your heart. Your full heart oriented 
toward the God who loves you and 
calls you into hopeful community. 
Together, we can steward God’s great 
abundance in such a way that the world 
will experience and know the love of 
God and the outpouring of the body 
of Christ in people, mission, welcome 
and belonging.
It is our current work. And in the name 
of God, it is our legacy in the making.
Yours in the courage of Christ,

Pastor Chris
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PASTOR OF LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION  
THE REV. PETER WESTON MILLER

It probably doesn’t shock or surprise 
anyone to note that Sunday School 
isn’t what it used to be. Neither is 
Confirmation. This was true even 
before the pandemic became endemic. 
But this shifting terrain isn’t new to 
Trinity or other faith communities. 
Of course, aside from a few universal 
and theological absolutes, nothing 
really ever stays the same regardless 
of how nostalgic we are about it, 
including the church. Maybe espe-
cially for those of us in the experiment 
of the Protestant Church, we see 
God’s work as always reforming. New 
life springs. New disciples are being 
formed. New challenges orient us back 
to the basics, to God’s grace, to loving 
relationships with our neighbors, and 
to try our best at being Jesus’ hands 
and feet. 
But models of Christian education 
have gone through a number of 
different movements and chapters 
even in the last 50 years. From the 
very beginning, Sunday School 
was attempting to meet the needs 
of the moment. It’s terrifying for 
me to imagine, but the first Sunday 
Schools were actually started in the 
mid–eighteenth century to support 
working-class families in education 
whose children were working long 
hours in London factories. Sunday 
School was the only school many had 
or could afford! That’s powerful work 
for the church to be a part of, but we 
definitely do not want or need to go 
back to that.
In more recent times, Sunday School 
depended on a huge infrastructure of 
flexible volunteers (often mothers, if 
we are honest). This reality for fami-
lies has also changed in that many no 
longer have the same flexibility due to 
both parents working outside of the 
home. There are also increased sports, 
travel, and activity schedules, on top 
of real academic and mental health 
pressures. Families are stretched by 
both the joys and the challenges of 
modern life.

I definitely count myself in that 
stretched and exhausted camp most 
days. And, families are still craving 
intergenerational spiritual community 
that celebrates God’s love in Jesus, 
that nurtures sabbath, connects us 
to a bigger story, focuses our values, 
and affirms a diversity of grace-based 
faithful experiences. (I count myself in 
this camp too.)
Which feels like plenty of opportuni-
ties to meet the moment, even if it’s 
not exactly what Sunday School was. 
There has also been a move to call 
Christian education “Faith Formation” 
because faith isn’t just formed on 
Sundays and rarely in what we think 
of as “school.”
I actually loved Sunday School 
growing up, mostly because of kind 
Sunday School teachers (many of 
whom were spiritual grandparents 
to me), as well as the songs, making 
friends, exploring sacred stories and 
serving others.
These are encounters with others in 
the body of Christ that we care deeply 
about and will continue to invest 
our energy. Our efforts in CYF are 
geared a lot toward Wednesdays when 
families are most likely to be closer to 
home, but also when lots of other folks 
are practicing their discipleship in 
learning and music.
Wednesdays are really full of fabulous 
Spirit-energy right now (check out 
Dinner Church if you haven’t yet), but 
so are Sundays. Especially in a way 
that is also meeting the moment for 
noisy modern life: finding sabbath 
and rest and renewal with God 
in community.
Which is not  exactly what it used to be.
But with God’s help and creative staff 
and still quite a few amazing Christ-
like volunteer leaders, we continue to 
equip families for practicing faith ALL 
of our days.
Learning and leading in Christ’s love,

Pastor Peter

The End of Sunday School?

DOWLOAD OUR MEMBERS APP –  
Let’s connect! Visit our website for links 
to the Trinity app for both the App Store 
and Google Play. If you prefer, head to 
the App Store or Google Play, and search 
for: TLStillwater or Trinity Lutheran 
Stillwater MN. If you see a blue circle 
with our steeple (our logo), you’ve found 
it! Install the app (it’s totally free). When 
installing, allow notifications if you want 
to receive messages from us, such as last-
minute changes to worship or events.



4 November 2023 • Trinity Today

GIFTS  
MANAGEMENT

Budget Forum
Sunday, Nov. 12  
10 a.m. | Garden Room
If you have an interest in, or questions 
about Trinity’s budget, this forum is for 
you! We will review the 2024 proposed 
budget that will be presented for 
approval at the annual meeting. The 
2023 Annual Report will be available to 
download prior to the budget forum.

Annual Meeting
Sunday, Nov. 19
Noon | Worship Center
Please join us for the annual meeting of 
our congregation following the 11 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday, Nov. 19. The 
annual meeting is held in November as 
our fiscal year end is Aug. 31. You have 
an important role to play in both the 
ministry and management at Trinity.
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Financial UPDATE 
Submitted by Sarah Kinsman | 
Parish Administrator 
“Now you should finish what you started. 
Let the eagerness you showed in the begin-
ning be matched now by your giving. Give 
in proportion to what you have. Whatever 
you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. 
And give according to what you have, not 
what you don’t have.”  
– 2 Corinthians 8:11-12

There has been much “eagerness” this 
summer! Due to your generous gifts to 
Trinity’s “New & Renewing: The Next 150 
Years” Comprehensive Campaign, our 
Thrivent mortgage balance currently 
stands at $2,523,580 (as of 10/4/23). 
Your generosity to paying off this debt 
is a commitment to, and has made 
possible, a future of creative and 
transformative ministry!

This summer, we completed the drive-in 
project, which was fully funded by the 
Comprehensive Campaign. We sealed 
and re-striped parking lots and repaired 
the sidewalk/walkway at the 4th Street 
Entrance. These additional facility proj-
ects were funded with restricted and 
general operating funds. A new play-
ground in the Green Space was installed 
and we will be planting grass and a 
few trees to complete this project. This 
project was largely funded by a grant 
secured by our preschool partner Lake 
Area Discovery Center (LADC).

In the last few weeks, we have launched 
our 2024 stewardship campaign, “In 
Grace We Live, In Love We Give.” During 
a capital campaign, there is always the 
concern that some parishioners will 
divert some of their generosity from the 
general operating budget to the capital 
campaign. Shortfalls in our regular 
offering directly impact our staff and the 
ministry to which God has called us.

We seek to involve the entire church 
in making prayerful, faithful steward-
ship decisions about the use of God’s 
blessings. And we will celebrate God’s 
accomplishments through the faithful 
response of God’s people at Trinity.

We express our most sincere gratitude to 
all who have supported and all who will 
continue to support us on this journey 
of building and growing Trinity together. 
May God continue to bless Trinity richly!

Stewardship UPDATE 
Submitted by Noah Schumacher | 
Stewardship Team Chair

Remember back as a kid when you 
would find a penny? Most of us would 
pick it up and put it in some sort of 
piggy bank. Mine was a Minnesota Twins 
piggy bank. Every spare cent I would 
find, I would feed that pig. I never once 
stopped to think to myself, “it’s only a 
penny.”  Instead, no matter the value, 
the change went in. Little by little, that 
amount would grow. Little by little each 
drop in the jar would get me closer to 
buying that pack of baseball cards for 
$1.25 at Get’n’Go to enjoy the stick of 
brittle gum that came in the pack!

The same principles apply today. As we 
continue through our fall Stewardship 
Appeal, every little bit matters. Every 
dollar given or pledge increased makes 
an impact. Increasing your pledge by just 
$2 a week would increase your donations 
by roughly $104 for the year. Think if 100 
members did this? If my calculations are 
correct, that would be another $10,400.   
Think if 400 members did this? That 
would be $41,600 dollars!

For those of you who have already 
made an estimate of giving or pledge, 
THANK YOU. For those of you who have 
not, NOW IS THE TIME. Big or little, 
your contribution matters. Prayerfully 
consider what you can give and go for it. 
Let’s continue to do God’s work, together. 
Your generosity enables a hopeful and 
vibrant future for Trinity—living in grace 
and giving in love. Thanks for all do for 
each other and for Trinity!
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CONGREGATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

Friends celebrate LET’S GO  
Premiere Event at Rivertown Inn
On a beautiful Sunday afternoon in October, friends gathered at the Rivertown 
Inn to celebrate a new group formed at Trinity Lutheran Church. LET’S GO is about 
embracing all people with a goal of sponsoring a wide variety of events that bring us 
together. The turnout was wonderful and at least 50 guests signed in to be warmly 
greeted by hosts Larry and Eric along with Pastor Rich Larson’s piano music perfectly 
matched for a relaxing afternoon. People were able to wander throughout the home, 
outdoors, and, of course, the kitchen where there was an array of appetizers fit for 
a queen.

The September Trivia event at Siren Brewery was also a hit! A few comments from 
participants: “It was great fun. There were about a dozen Trinity-ites. Our Cracker Jack 
team came in sixth out of about 13 teams. We didn’t realize how many teams were 
playing until they started scoring.” – Randy Propp

“The Let’s Go group enjoyed our first ever trivia outing at River Siren on Sept. 2. We 
fielded two teams and although neither team placed, fun was had by all! Join us again 
for our next trivia night at River Siren on Nov. 9!” – Clark Weyrauch

And Molly Birkeland had this to say about the hiking event: Members of the LET’S GO 
team, along with adventurous participants from Trinity, had a great time exploring 
and observing the beautiful fall landscape at Belwin Conservancy on Saturday 
morning, Oct. 7! The weather was crisp, the conversation and coffee were flowing, and 
educational details about the natural landscape were being shared by many. Overall, 
it was great sharing a fun experience with folks of all ages and we look forward to the 
next outing together.

Here’s what’s coming up this month. Please join us at these upcoming events!

Tour the Cathedral of Saint Paul  |  Thursday, Nov. 9 at 12:45 p.m.  
The one-hour tour begins at 1 p.m. and there is a gift shop you may want to visit 
after the tour. Donation of $5 is recommended. Deciding on a parking ramp before 
you leave is also recommended. Each year, the Cathedral of Saint Paul welcomes 
thousands of visitors from all over the world. The cathedral is recognized as a 
historical landmark, one of the most prominent buildings in Minnesota, and a 
center of spiritual worship. Address is 239 Selby Ave., St. Paul, MN 55102. Contact 
Sandy Wendt to RSVP or with questions at sjwendt46@gmail.com.

Trivia at River Siren Brewery  |  Thursday, Nov. 9, 6-8 p.m.  
Come join our host Clark Weyrauch in a game of Trivia. Teams (generally of 8) will 
be set up but adjusted based on the number of people attending. You’ll be able to 
get snacks, beverages and order a pizza from Victoriano’s at the brewery, or you may 
bring your own food. You are also welcome to just drop in the last minute. Contact 
Clark to RSVP or with questions at cweyrauch@trinitylc.org.

Geology Hike on Ice Age National Scenic Trail  |  Saturday, Nov. 11
Depart Trinity at 8 a.m. to carpool or meet at Straight Lake State Park near 
Frederic, WI at 9:15 a.m.
Join us for a geology hike led by Ted Olson on Wisconsin’s fabulous Ice Age National 
Scenic Trail. Point-to-point hike, we’ll shuttle a vehicle(s) to avoid the need for out 
and back. This is a modestly hilly, well-maintained trail. Some pitches are moderately 
steep but do not exceed 100 feet up or down. This is an ambling hike with stops 
for viewing, learning, resting, hydrating, light snacking.  We’ll cover 4.4 miles in 2 to 
2.5 hours.  It is not a speed hike. Download more details about this hike at: https://
trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/lets-go/. Please RSVP to Randy Propp at 
rapropp56@gmail.com.

A Let’s Go private Facebook group is up 
and running with events, reminders and 
photos. To join, search “Let’s Go (Trinity 
Lutheran Church) Stillwater, MN” then 
look for the Group with the logo above. 
Click “Join” then “Visit.”

mailto:sjwendt46@gmail.com
mailto:cweyrauch@trinitylc.org
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/lets-go/
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/lets-go/
mailto:rapropp56@gmail.com
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ABIDE READERS 
Accountability • Belonging • Inclusion • Diversity • Equity

BOOK DISCUSSION: The Stories Whiteness Tells Itself: Racial Myths and  
Our American Narrative by David Mura  
Monday, Nov. 27, 6:30-8 p.m. via Zoom

CELEBRATE NATIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH! There are countless ways and there is 
so much to learn—and unlearn. The ABIDE Book 
Collection in the Narthex holds wonderful books 
for both adults and kids about our Native American 
siblings. The Minnesota History Center, Minneapolis 
Institute of Art and Guthrie Theatre have outstanding 
current offerings. An internet search will quickly 
put you on a path. Too overwhelming? Start here: 
https://www.kellysconroy.com/

And, join us Monday, Nov. 27, 6:30-8 p.m. via Zoom 
to discuss The Stories Whiteness Tells Itself: Racial 
Myths and Our American Narrative by David Mura. All 
are welcome!

For the Zoom link and more information, contact 
Ann Wolff at wolff701@msn.com or 651-260 3855. 
For a list of upcoming book discussions, visit: https://
trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/abide-readers/

7

SAVE THE date!

You are invited to lead or host 
an Advent PAUSE gathering!
The special season of Advent is drawing 
near, and with it comes the Advent 
PAUSE gatherings. This year both in 
person and online Zoom gatherings will 
be offered, based on your needs and 
preferences as a Leader or Hostess. We 
are happy to help with the planning and 
implementation of either!

Leaders and Hostesses are an integral 
and needed element of the Advent 
PAUSE gatherings. Each team member 
serves a vital role in the hospitality and 
story sharing.

If you are interested in leading or hosting 
an Advent PAUSE gathering or would 
like more information regarding being 
a leader or hostess, please contact 
Karen Gieseke at 651-492-6610 or 
kgieseke@live.com, prior to Nov. 10.

Advent PAUSE gatherings will occur 
around the week of December 3-10. 

Celebrating Seniors
All seniors invited to our Christmas 
celebration on Wednesday, Dec. 13 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.—luncheon, 
worship and entertainment all in the 
Garden Room at Trinity. Hosted by 
your Caring Friends, entertainment by 
Trinity staffers!

Tech Tuesdays with Clark & Monty 
Tuesdays, 10 am–Noon in the Commons at Trinity
Hey Trinity, need a  “tech guy”? Do you have a computer, tablet or smartphone 
question or issue? Need some solid advice on buying a new phone, tablet, TV or 
computer? Bring your technology issues to get some assistance. Join Clark Weyrauch 
and Monty Lysne from 10 a.m. to noon each Tuesday in the Commons area. Bring in 
your problematic tech gadgets, and we’ll work with you to help solve your computer/
technology issues. No need to sign up, just show up! Are you able to help out as an 
additional Tech Tuesday Advisor? Let us know: Clark at cweyrauch@trinitylc.org or 
Monty at mlysne@trinitylc.org.

Grief Support
If someone you love has died and 
you are interested in a faith-based 
connection with others in a safe 
and confidential space to support 
you in your grief, contact Zanny 
Johnson at zjohnson@trinitylc.org. 

https://www.kellysconroy.com/
mailto:wolff701@msn.com
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/abide-readers/
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/abide-readers/
mailto:kgieseke@live.com
mailto:cweyrauch@trinitylc.org
mailto:mlysne@trinitylc.org
mailto:zjohnson@trinitylc.org
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Worship Texts 
Below are the scripture texts from 
the Revised Common Lectionary 
that will be used on the date listed 
to prepare the message for worship.

Nov. 5 _________Matthew 23:1-12

Nov. 12 ________Matthew 25:1-13

Nov. 19 _______Matthew 25:14-30

Nov. 26 _______Matthew 25:31-46

WORSHIP  
& MUSIC

Volunteers NEEDED at all Sunday 
services. Fun, easy service activity for 
individuals and families. Please sign up 
to greet, usher or be part of the coffee 
crew. Read more: https://trinitylc.org/
worship-music/hospitality/volunteer/

Sunday Coffee Crew (& Treats Too) 
Needs You!
Choose to set up, clean up or provide 
treats as part of Sunday morning 
hospitality! Great way to meet people! 
Volunteer with your friends! Trinity 
groups and teams welcome! Ready 
to volunteer? Read more at: https://
trinitylc.org/worship-music/hospitality/
volunteer/ or jump right to the sign-up 
form at: https://trinitystillwatermn.
shelbynextchms.com/external/
form/4c8a75eb-7566-4e97-a51c-
eef49332c396

Still have questions? Contact 
Sara Dowling, Coffee Crew Coordinator, 
at sarabdowling@yahoo.com or 
612-296-5288.

Sunday morning worship helpers
We are using a new, self-serve system 
of ushering and greeting in an effort 
to make helping out at Trinity on 
Sunday mornings easy, flexible and 
family friendly! At the usher station in 
the Narthex, find USHER and GREETER 
lanyards. Please arrive 20 minutes before 
the service begins, find and wear the 
corresponding name tag, and follow the 
instructions on the bulletin board. Usher 
and greeter coaches will be on hand to 
help guide you.

You can still sign up in advance, just 
arrive 20 minutes before worship starts to 
get your lanyard. Read more at: https://
trinitylc.org/worship-music/hospitality/
volunteer/ or jump right to the sign-up 
form at: https://trinitystillwatermn.
shelbynextchms.com/external/form/
a99811b3-17f6-4562-a38f-dee5e408f769

Dinner Church 
Wednesday Evenings
Dinner Church is for EVERYONE—not 
just for a mix of families of different 
ages—but also a great time for singles, 
couples, and friends to join in the 
Body of Christ at Trinity! Dinner is 
served at 5:30 p.m. with worship from 
6-6:30 p.m.—all in the Garden Room. 
Faith Formation opportunities for all 
ages happening before and after Dinner 
Church. See the full schedule below.

WEDNESDAY EVENING 
SCHEDULE
4:30-5:15 p.m. Children’s Choir 
Rehearsal (Kindergarten-Grade 5) 
– Chapel

5:15-5:55 p.m. Children’s 
Faith Lab (faith formation for 
Ages 4-Grade 5) – Narthex 
(Gym open for play supervised by 
parents and caregivers, and Youth 
Room available for homework or 
quiet time.)

5:30 p.m. Meal Service 
Begins (catered by local favs 
with suggested donation) – 
Garden Room

6-6:30 p.m. Dinner Church  
(eat together, worship together) – 
Garden Room

6:30-7:45 p.m. Break into 
Small Groups:
• Middle School Confirmation 

(Grades 6-8)
• Adult Faith Lab
• Affinity Group Sessions 

(Elementary School Age)
• Supervised Play in the Gym 

for younger children

God is calling us back 
to the table.

NOTE: Daylight Saving Time (DST) ends 
Sunday, Nov. 5. Remember to set your 
clocks back one hour as needed.

PLEASE note

https://trinitylc.org/
https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/hospitality/
https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/hospitality/
https://trinitystillwatermn
mailto:sarabdowling@yahoo.com
https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/hospitality/
https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/hospitality/
https://trinitystillwatermn


ADVENT

“How does a weary world rejoice? This is a difficult 
question to image, much less to answer. The world 
was the first tangible image that emerged from our 
brainstorming. This theme feels all-encompassing; 
it feels important to highlight its expansiveness 
with a visual reference to the globe. The other design 
problem to solve was how to reference both weariness 
and joy. How do you visually hold these contrasting 
emotions together? What feels connective about 
these emotions is that they are very human. We 
decided on the image of a comforting embrace, and 
perhaps in the space between the people, continents 
and bodies of water come into view. These two people 
could represent characters we follow this Advent 
season: Elizabeth & Zechariah, Mary & Elizabeth, 
Mary & Joseph. Or maybe the figures are more 
broadly representative of God & humanity or of the 
personification of joy & weariness. Two people—one 
radiating joy and the other wading into weariness—
hold the world together.”

— Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman,   
graphic designer

“As Lauren and I discussed the visual branding for our 
Advent theme, we talked about visuals, textures, 
and color palettes that might communicate the 
idea of a weary world rejoicing. As we talked about 
images of the world, the scope of our brainstorming 
widened into the cosmic realm. We soon found 
ourselves peering into galaxies by sifting through 
the new images captured by NASA and the Hubble 
telescope. We were reminded of how captivating and 
breathtaking these images are; viewing them invites 
you into worlds unknown. As we looked through 
the renderings of nebula and star clusters, we were 
mesmerized by the colors and luminescent textures. 
These images have the power to lift every weary bone 
in your body. When you gaze upon the beauty of the 
cosmos, how can you keep from rejoicing? And so, 
for our theme branding, I decided to create acrylic 
paintings inspired by the Hubble telescope images. 
I painted washes of vibrant colors and metallic gold 
amidst a backdrop of beautiful blackness. In these 
paintings, I hope you see the vastness of God.”

— Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, painter/photographer 
of the theme backgrounds

ABOUT THE THEME
How does a weary 
world rejoice?

Joy is often a companion to many other emotions. We can feel joy 
in addition to feeling many other things at once: grief, anticipation, 
anxiety, excitement, disappointment, exhaustion. Perhaps many of 
us live with the myth that joy is not something we deserve—or that it 
is wholly out of reach. But our joy is rooted in the truth that we belong 
to God. Can you tether yourself to that deep truth? You deserve to 
feel joy—fully. The world needs your joy, even if you are weary. Our joy 
is better when it is shared.

This theme of course alludes to a line in the familiar Christmas 
hymn, “O Holy Night,”2 which has an interesting history. The song 
was originally written by a French poet who was atheist, and the 
music was supplied by a Jewish composer. The hymn was later 
translated into English by an American Unitarian minister. In the 
1800s, it became a popular hymn for Christian abolitionists due to 
its justice-focused language in verse 3.3 Like Mary’s song, the hymn 
reminds us that justice and joy belong together. Sometimes our joy 
is an act of resistance.

And so, this Advent, we will hold space for our weariness and our joy. 
We will seek a “thrill of hope” in our hurting world. We will welcome 
joy—even and especially if, like the prophet Isaiah, we cry out for 
comfort (Isaiah 40:1). In this weary world, may we find many ways 
to rejoice. 

MATERIALS WE'LL RELEASE FOR 
FREE TO SUPPLEMENT BUNDLE

1.  HYMN & MUSIC IDEAS—featuring a long list of music 
ideas inspired by our theme and weekly themes—for worship, fellowship, and 
listening.

2.  CONTENT CALENDAR FOR   
SOCIAL MEDIA—Carefully-selected images, graphics, and 
excerpts from the resources for you to post on your social media platforms. 
This will be a free bonus for bundle patrons.

2   “O Holy Night.” Author: Placide Cappeau (1847). Translator: John S. Dwight. Tune: CANTIQUE 
DE NOEL. Public Domain.

3   “Reminder: ‘O Holy Night’ Started Out as an Abolitionist Anthem.” Published by Relevant. 
December 9, 2020. relevantmagazine.com/culture/music/reminder-o-holy-night-started-out-
as-an-abolitionist-anthem/ 

About the logo 
& branding

"Two people—one 
radiating joy & the 
other wading into 
weariness—hold 
the world together.”
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NOTE: We are excited to be using 
resources from A Sanctified Art for 
Advent & Christmas this year. The 
theme is: How does a weary world 
rejoice? Here’s a preview. 

We will begin Advent on 
Sunday, Nov. 26.



10 November 2023 • Trinity Today

LIFELONG FAITH 
FORMATION

Being a Peacemaker in a Hurting World
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God. – Matthew 5:9

Okay...but what does it mean to be a peacemaker? One definition of a peacemaker is 
someone who actively seeks to reconcile people to God and each other. This is hard 
work, plus lately, peace seems harder than ever. Peacemaking is messy. It’s not the 
same as peacekeeping, which may avoid conflict by not speaking up and going with 
the flow, but there is no reconciliation.

Jesus is the ultimate peacemaker and he did nothing but “rock the boat!” So what 
does that mean for how we go about being peacemakers? As a first step it is 
important for us to deal with our own hearts in times of conflict, step away from 
judgment of others and the desire to be right. Remember we are all children of God.

Join us in Sunday Forum as we continue to look at being peacemakers and 
finding peace in all aspects of our world, internal and external, big and small. 
Questions? Contact Pastor Peter at pwestonmiller@trinitylc.org or Penny Catlin at 
pccatlin@juno.com. May God’s peace be with you!

Nov. 5 – Preaching Pastor Discussion: What did you just say? 
Join us for the great opportunity to ask our pastors questions about recent lessons, 
what’s happening at Trinity, or any other burning questions you may have!

Nov. 12 – Budget Forum 
Get answers to your questions about Trinity’s budget. We will review the 2024 
proposed budget that will be presented for approval at the annual meeting of our 
congregation on Nov. 19.

Nov. 19 – Avoiding Fraud and Identity Theft with our own Eric Larson 
How can we protect ourselves from fraud, scams and identity theft? Eric Larson will 
be presenting helpful information and tips from AARP sources and more. All ages can 
benefit from this information. Join us and gain some peace of mind with new tips 
and skills.

Nov. 26 – Trinity Peacemaker Missions: Community Matters 
Stay tuned for more details.

10 a.m.  |  Garden Room

Read more at : https://trinitylc.org/learning/adult/adult-ed/

Children’s Christmas Program 
Sunday, Dec. 17 at 10 a.m.
Is your child interested in participating in 
this year’s Children’s Christmas Program? 
Join us for this year’s program, Living 
Word, a Christmas program created by 
spoken word artist Joe Davis for churches 
to present the story of Christmas through 
spoken word poetry and music. This 
program opens up space for children, 
youth, and families to ask big questions 
about how the Nativity story speaks to 
our deep longings for healing and justice 
in the world. There are speaking and 
non-speaking roles available for children 
ages 4 to Grade 5.

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE: 
Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  
Nov. 8, 15, 29, Dec. 6 & 13 in the Chapel 
(no rehearsal Nov. 22) 
Speaking roles only Nov. 8-29 
All participants Dec. 6 & 13

Dress Rehearsal – Saturday, Dec. 16 in the 
Worship Center from 2-4 p.m. (speaking 
roles from 2-3 p.m., all participants 
3-4 p.m.)

Program – Sunday, Dec. 17 at the 10 a.m. 
worship service. One service only that 
morning. Call time is 8 a.m.

Sign up now! Scan the QR code with 
your smartphone camera or visit the 
direct link at: https://trinitystillwatermn.
shelbynextchms.com/external/
form/c54dad0a-1477-4ee7-b672-
dc3eb0ea9dde

Sunday Open Gym  
For Children & Families  |  10 a.m. 
Open Gym is for children and families in 
between worship services. Coffee is avail-
able for parents who would like to stay in 
the Gym for fellowship; and for parents 
wishing to attend Sunday Faith Forum, 
the Gym is supervised by middle/high 
school youth volunteers.

Mid-Winter Family Retreat 
Evening of Friday, Jan. 5 to 
evening of Saturday, Jan. 6, 2024
Save the date! Your family is invited to 
rest and recharge at this year’s Mid-
Winter Family Retreat at Camp Wapo. All 
ages and stages welcome. Registration 
coming this December.

mailto:pwestonmiller@trinitylc.org
mailto:pccatlin@juno.com
https://trinitylc.org/learning/adult/adult-ed/
https://trinitystillwatermn


welcome NEW MEMBERS
On Sunday, Oct. 8 we welcomed the following new 
members into our faith community. Please give them 
a warm welcome!

 Kerstin Barrette 
gregarious, sardine-loving, Scandinavian 

Bruce Nelson  
fun-loving, kind hearted, kilt wearing

Heather & Steve Bender
retired teachers and coach, dog lovers, 

lots of travel adventures 

Michelle & Jim Bohlig 
retirees, enjoy family activities, 

love to travel 

Sabrina & Dustin Fay, Rhio & Dani  
love board games, passionate,  

MNUFC fans!

Gene Hemner 
widowed, retired Boeing airline 

mechanic, The Lakes resident

Randy Nelson & Randy Propp
retired social worker, retired attorney, 
owners of American Gothic Antiques  

Courtney Place
Auntie CoCo, sports fan, coffee lover 

Justin Milan & Nora 
Native Arizonan, love nature and 

exploring the outdoors
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OUTREACH 
MISSIONS

All the trimmings –  

lefse, potatoes, dilled 

carrots, coleslaw, 

cranberries and pie! 

Celebrate the Tradition!

Thursday
 Nov. 2 

2023

Seatings at:  
Noon, 5 pm & 6:30 pm

Guests will be served at the hour 
indicated on ticket. 

Limited take-out meals available.

TICKET PRICES
ADULT – $20

CHILDREN – 
Age 6 to grade 6 – $6
Age 5 and under – FREE

Advance sales of tickets and take-out meals 
only (no walk-ins). Cash or check only.

PURCHASE TICKETS 
You may purchase tickets between 
Sunday morning worship services at the 
4th Street entrance (about 10-11 a.m.) OR 
Monday-Thursday, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. in 
the Church Office. Call 651-439-7400 to 
check availability.

Proceeds benefit Trinity’s Outreach Missions

Only 150 

served at each 

seating!

Meatball  
Dinner
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THANK you! 
Confirmands, participants of Faith Lab, 
Wednesday choir kids, Dinner Church 
participants—thank you all for your 
offering of items for Valley Outreach. In 
October students brought individually 
wrapped toothbrushes as an offering 
during Sunday worship and Dinner 
Church on Wednesdays. The need for 
personal items at Valley Outreach is 
great, and this is a way to teach our chil-
dren that they too can help. All genera-
tions are invited to participate in this 
gift giving. 

The November offering for Valley 
Outreach is toothpaste. Please bring 
your donations to Dinner Church 
on Wednesdays or worship on 
Sunday mornings.

LOCAL MISSIONS update
Stillwater and surrounding areas are blessed with two organizations that 
provide both service and volunteer options for anyone needing help or anyone 
looking for a volunteer opportunity. Community Thread and Valley Outreach 
are the organizations and here is how you can get involved.

COMMUNITY THREAD
Community Thread is one of our community resources devoted to helping 
older adults maintain their independence and stay in their homes. In order to 
offer services, Community Thread works with a dedicated group of volunteers, 
and there always is room for many more people to join in and find the joy and 
satisfaction that comes with volunteering. There are currently several volunteer 
opportunities available that include flexible scheduling. As a “Home Helper” 
you would assist older adults with basic chores around the house, playing a 
vital role in helping them keep a safe and clean living environment in their 
homes. If you like the great outdoors in winter, join the “Snow Squad” and 
adopt a driveway to help your neighbors clear out their snow barriers. If you 
enjoy driving around town, being part of the “Transport Team” means you get 
someone to and from an appointment or errand when you are available to do so.
It’s not too early to think about Christmas and Holiday Hope is a program 
provided throughout the Stillwater Area School District during the holiday 
season. Holiday Hope provides a holiday meal and gifts to families and 
individuals experiencing financial hardship. There are many volunteer oppor-
tunities associated with this project for families, small groups, businesses, and 
individuals that will bring joy to both the families and volunteers. Check it out 
and get started early!
Finally, if you are age 50 or older and looking for more social activities or help 
with rides or home services, check out the new Thrive program at Community 
Thread. Thrive offers two membership levels to provide enriching social and/or 
service benefits. There will be opportunities to meet new people, discover new 
hobbies, explore the St. Croix Valley, and maintain independence in your home.
Learn more about all of these opportunities online at CommunityThreadMN.org 
or CommunitythreadMN.org/Thrive. Questions? Call 651-439-7434.

VALLEY OUTREACH
Valley Outreach is a community–powered nonprofit that provides food, 
clothing and personalized support to individuals and families suffering finan-
cial hardship. Fred Rogers know as “Mr. Rogers” is quoted as saying, “All of 
us, at some time or another, need help. Whether we’re giving or receiving help, 
each one of us has something valuable to bring to this world. That’s one thing 
that connects us as neighbors—in our way, each of us is a giver and a receiver.”
You are invited to give your time, talent, and energy to make a difference by 
supporting the mission of Valley Outreach as a volunteer. There are a variety 
of opportunities for individuals and groups in both the food shelf and the 
StyleXhange with morning, afternoon, and evening shifts available. Please 
contact Kenny McCoy at 651-342-5563 or Kenny.mccoy@valleyoutreachmn.org 
for more information.

mailto:Kenny.mccoy@valleyoutreachmn.org
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Remembering as an Act of Loving our Neighbor
Submitted by Karen Gieseke | Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Team Chair 

Fill in the blanks below with the first 
thing that comes to mind:
Do you remember  _______________ ?  
(an activity, technology, tradition, 
ritual, or whatever comes to mind)
Remembering is about stories from 
our past. Some stories evoke gratitude 
for what changed, such as phones 
not requiring a long, spiral telephone 
cord tethered to a base, or cars not 
requiring a metal key be inserted into 
a keyhole. (Do you remember when 
you needed two car keys—one for 
doors and one for the trunk?) These 
stories often include examples of us 
learning to accept, adapt and appre-
ciate new experiences and vocabulary 
like “cell phone” or “keyless fob.” And 
even if we don’t personally have that 
story, we recognize its place and value 
in our conversation, and our commu-
nity. Letting go of a former story may 
prompt some reminiscing, and then 
we move on.
Do you remember  _______________ ?  
(a person’s name)
Remembering or remembrance often 
includes stories about people. We 
remember people from a neighbor-
hood, a school, a job, or a shared 
activity. We are grateful for the times 
we shared and wonder how they 
are doing. Sometimes remembering 
a person brings deeper emotional 
connection, especially if that person 
has died. Our feelings of grief and 
mourning touch our soul. Our lives 
experience significant change because 
one of God’s beloved children is no 
longer on this earth, impacting and 
blessing our life. In these times we can 
lean into God’s presence, and accept 
God’s loving embrace, as God offers a 
place for us to rest.
Remembering or—remembrance—
is a part of our earthly stories. 
Remembrance invites us to pause, be 
still, feel our emotions from the story, 
whether grief or gratitude, and begin 
imagining a new way of being as we 
move forward.
Do you remember? Another story of 
Remembrance.
The Transgender Day of Remembrance 
began in 1999 after the stories of two 

Black transgender women, Rita Hester 
and Chanelle Picket, two of God’s 
beloved children were murdered, and 
their stories were misrepresented to 
the public because they were trans-
gender. A PBS news story reported 
81 percent of the murders in 2022 in 
the transgender community were 
Black transgender women, the highest 
representation of any single group 
in the transgender population. The 
remembering and mourning of these 
beloveds and their stories is impor-
tant for us to hear and remember. 
Each one is a beloved child of God, 
and a recipient of God’s love. How 
can we participate in remembering 
these beloved children of God, with 
a heart and mind that is centered in 
Jesus’ stories and examples of loving 
our neighbor?
A couple of ideas for your 
participation:
• Mark Nov. 20 on your calendar 

and remember The Transgender 
Day of Remembrance. 

• Pray a Transgender Day of 
Remembrance prayer, offered 
by Reconciling Works, included 
at right.

• Learn about the stories of 
Rita Hester and Chanelle Picket.

• Learn about the history 
of the Transgender Day of 
Remembrance.

• Explore and learn about the trans-
gender community and issues 
that impact their lives. Many 
resources are available. A resource 
to begin with: The Human Rights 
Campaign.

• Remember these words from The 
Beatitudes:

“You’re blessed when you feel you’ve 
lost what is most dear to you. Only 
then can you be embraced by the One 
most dear to you.” Matthew 5:4 (MSG)

A Prayer for Transgender Day 
of Remembrance
God of love, you weep with us in our 
grief and fear. Enfold in your loving 
embrace all those in our trans commu-
nity lost to death this year. You know 
their names, Divine Creator, even when 
they are misnamed or misgendered as 
a last act of violence and erasure. You 
see each one as beloved, and call them 
by their chosen name. You claim them 
as your children.
God of peace, give comfort to those 
who mourn. Give courage to our trans 
communities in the face of cruelty and 
harassment. Bring to justice those who 
perpetrate this violence.
Challenge us, O Holy One, to speak out 
for those who are silenced, to stand 
with those who are bullied, and to go 
with those who face danger.
God of wonder, you are beyond gender. 
You made each of us in your image. Be 
with us today and always as we long 
for a day when every individual is safe 
and known and honored.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
who brings us all together in one 
human family.
Amen.
– Prayer by Leo Bancroft, 
ReconcilingWorks Board of Directors

Trinity 101: Finding Your Place(s) Here
2023-2024 Ministry Guide
Our Ministry Guide is an effort to 
summarize the tremendous number 
of opportunities to serve, learn and 
grow together as the Body of Christ. 
If you haven’t already, 
pick up your copy from 
the Information Table 
in the Commons to find 
your place at Trinity! Or 
download the guide 
at: https://trinitylc.org/
congregational-life/



IN THE  news

WORSHIP ON TV
Watch Sunday Worship on local 
channel 14 through Valley Access 
Sunday at 11 a.m. (week delay)
Sunday  at 7 p.m.
Monday at 7 a.m. & 1 p.m.

Because God

first loved us,

we live as Jesus in the world, 

loving God and 
loving neighbor.

CORE VALUES 
Engaging Worship
Radical Hospitality
Authentic Community
Lifelong Faith Formation
Compassionate Action

WELCOME STATEMENT  
Read our welcome statement at: https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/

• To family and friends of  
Jean Junker

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
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• Avery Judith Wiegand, 
daughter of Benjamin & 
Chelsea Wiegand

• Carly Jeanne Carlson, daughter 
of Matthew & Alyssa Carlson 

• Clementine Christan 
Sanocki, daughter of Carter & 
Callie Sanocki 

• Cora Kay Lynne Ennen, 
daughter of Brian & 
Lindsey Ennen

BAPTISMS

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open the 
following hours or by appointment.
Monday–Thursday | 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Sunday, Sept. 24
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 156
Live online views 9 am _______ 64
Online views/week 9 am ____ 127
In-person Trinity 11 am _______ 85
Live online views 11 am ______ 23
Online views/week 11 am ____ 57
Sunday, Oct. 1
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 109
Live online views 9 am _______ 59
Online views/week 9 am ____ 123
In-person Trinity 11 am ______ 102
Live online views 11 am ______ 18
Online views/week 11 am ____ 61
Sunday, Oct. 8
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 225
Live online views 9 am _______ 69
Online views/week 9 am ____ 114
In-person Trinity 11 am ______ 108
Live online views 11 am ______ 21
Online views/week 11 am ____ 49
Sunday, Oct. 15
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 148
Live online views 9 am _______ 60
Online views/week 9 am ____ 133
In-person Trinity 11 am _______ 85
Live online views 11 am ______ 27
Online views/week 11 am ____ 80

NOTE: Online views in one week are one-
minute or longer views.

During the University of North Dakota’s 
(UND) homecoming week in October, our 
very own Bob Boyd received the Sioux 
Award for Distinguished Achievement 
& Leadership—the highest honor 
given by the UND Alumni Association & 
Foundation for achievement, service and 
loyalty. Since its inception in 1962, this 
distinguished award has been presented 
to leaders in government and business, 
high achievers in various professions and 
alumni who have dedicated their lives in 
service to others.

Dr. Robert Boyd, ‘74, ‘79, served UND 
for more than 30 years as director of 
extension and professional services, 
dean of outreach programs, and vice 
president of the Division of Outreach 
Services. Dubbed “Mr. UND” by President 
Robert Kelley—one of four presidents he 
worked with—Bob was widely known for 
his fierce passion for UND and his advo-
cacy for students.

Read more at: https://undalumni.org/
news-stories/alumni/robert-boyd-bio.html

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
mailto:info@trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org
https://undalumni.org/
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Saturday, Nov. 18
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Bethel Highlands 
Campus in Hudson
Cost: $35
Led by Educator, Author 
and Spiritual Director 
Diane Millis, PhD, along 
with Zanny Johnson and 
Pastor Chris. Join us to 
develop your capacity 
to author your story that 
more closely reflects who 
you currently are and 
who you are being called 
to become.

Half-Day  
Women’s Retreat

Our Unfinished Stories

Scan the QR code with your smartphone camera to register or read 
more at: https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/special-event/

https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/special-event/

