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Because God first loved us, we live as Jesus in the world.

Jesus said, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer 
and intelligence.’ This is the most important, the first on any list. But 
there is a second to set alongside it: ‘Love others as well as you love 
yourself.’ These two commands are pegs; everything in God’s Law and 
the Prophets hangs from them.”   – Matthew 22:37-40 (MSG)

PHOTO: Thanks to all who came to TrinityFEST! More photos on page 11.

Stewardship drive kicks off, see page 3.

http://www.trinitylc.org
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My dad was a loving, caring man. 
He regularly cared for family and 
neighbors, including one of the most 
difficult personalities in their small 
town. Helping with rides, household 
projects and companionship. But he 
struggled with Jesus’ admonition to 
love our neighbor as ourselves. He 
mentioned it often.
Loving the neighbor wasn’t hard 
for dad. What was hard for him was 
Jesus’ suggestion that self-love is 
the basis for neighbor love. Dad was 
aware that most of us don’t actually 
love ourselves as well as we might. 
Sure, there is plenty of selfishness and 
narcissism to go around. One needn’t 
be cynical about human nature to 
acknowledge that. But even selfish-
ness and narcissism (not the clinical 
kind, just the regular kind) are not 
self-love. They are often grounded in 
insecurity, fear and a sense of “not 
being enough.”
Frankly, I prefer Jesus’ words in 
the Gospel of John, where Jesus 
commands us to love one another as he 
first loved us. Now that’s a standard of 
love! Unattainable for most of us, true, 
but at least it’s a standard to look up 
to. What does Jesus mean in the other 
gospels when he commands us to love 
our neighbors as ourselves?
There are lots of bible commentaries 
out there with many opinions about 
this. But I am with my dad, it seems 
like how we love ourselves offers 
a pretty low bar for how to love 
our neighbor.
But maybe that is Jesus’ point. Maybe 
neighbor love needn’t always be 
so Herculean. Maybe what Jesus 
is suggesting is that we love our 

neighbors AT LEAST as much as we 
love ourselves.
What does that mean? Well, most 
of us are attentive to meeting our 
own needs for safety, shelter, food, 
clothing, some form of entertainment 
or comfort activity. Even if we aren’t 
having what a friend calls “a good self 
esteem day,” we still see to our basic, 
daily human needs. We hydrate with 
clean water, select food we can afford 
and enjoy, wear clothes for comfort, 
work or self-expression, maintain our 
homes, see to our jobs or responsibili-
ties, tend our relationships.*
Could Jesus be intentionally setting a 
low bar and calling us to something as 
simple as working to ensure that our 
neighbors basic daily needs are met? 
Our Outreach Mission Team has the 
following mission statement for their 
work together: We will follow God’s 
example of love by collaborating with 
others to facilitate a world in which 
the basic needs of all people are met in 
an environment of peace with justice.
One of the things I appreciate most 
about this focus and Jesus’ command-
ment is that everyone, and that means 
EVERYONE, is capable of faithfulness 
in neighbor love. For example: If one 
of the ways you care for yourself is 
through a good breakfast, you might 
donate breakfast items to the food 
shelf. Even one box of cereal can 
make a difference. Kids can do this, 
too. They can use birthday money to 
purchase a box of their favorite cereal 
or granola bars for the food shelf.
If you care for yourself through loving 
conversation with a trusted friend, 
you might befriend someone who is 
isolated or new to the community.
If you feel better by curling up with 
a good book, you could volunteer to 
read with children at the elementary 
school near you or support a reading 
program or library with money or by 
donating your gently-used books.
Yes, we are called to do bigger things 
on a congregational level. We support 
the work of Valley Outreach in 

Love our neighbors 
AT LEAST as 
much as we love 
ourselves?
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meeting the basic needs of neighbors 
by offering money, volunteers and 
stocking their personal care items. 
(See page 13.) We are deeply invested 
in bringing the dream of emergency 
housing to life in Washington County. 
This kind of activity involves orga-
nizing and action, connecting with 
elected leaders and coordinating 
efforts across the faith community. All 
of which is critically important to the 
well-being of our Valley neighbors.
And Jesus makes clear that there 
are less complex ways to love our 
neighbor. And nothing we do out of 
love for our neighbor is too small. In 
fact, sometimes it’s the small things 
that make the biggest impact, because 
they are loving more than they are 
grand. The point is, to identify for 
yourself what feels like self-love and 
turn it into neighbor love. A cup of 
tea. A walk. A phone conversation. A 
warm jacket. Getting a ride to vote or 
to an appointment.
Jesus’ low bar is probably meant to 
be a low bar! Offer your neighbors 
what you offer yourself. It is, in fact, as 
simple as that. Little money, short on 
time or resources, lacking particular 
skills or the right attitude. NONE of 
these are obstacles to paying atten-
tion, to noticing your neighbor and 
what they need, to loving them as you 
love you.
It’s important we hear this not as 
chastisement to go and do! Rather, as 
an invitation to being who God has 
created you to be. What great news! I 
look forward to hearing the creative 
ways this comes to life for you and 
your neighbors.
In celebration that a low bar can 
sometimes be good news,

Pastor Chris

*If you are having trouble with activities of daily 
living, please ask for help. It may be a sign of 
depression or other suffering and you need not 
suffer alone. Or if you have need of financial 
support to eat or stay housed, please let us know.
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GIFTS  
MANAGEMENT

FINANCIAL NOTES
AUGUST 2023
Submitted by Jeff Anderson | Treasurer

Trinity’s Fiscal Year ended on Aug. 31. 
Our financial staff is now in the process 
of completing final year-end entries and 
preparing to hand off our financial data 
to our auditor.

Once the audit is completed a formal 
report from the auditor will be 
incorporated into Trinity’s 2023 Annual 
Report along with financial reports 
prepared by Trinity’s financial staff.

A Fiscal Year budget for 2023-2024 is 
presently in the initial stages, and a 
draft final budget will be approved 
at the Oct. 23, 2023 Church Council 
meeting and will also be included in 
the 2023 Annual Report. A budget 
forum is scheduled for Nov. 12, 2023. 
Congregational approval of the final 
budget will occur at the Annual Meeting 
on Nov. 19, 2023.

Thank you for your continued financial 
support for Trinity’s ministries.

2024 Giving 
Appeal Kicks Off!
In Grace We Live, 
In Love We Give.
Noah Schumacher  |  Stewardship Chair

Hello friends, this month we kick off 
our annual stewardship campaign 
around the theme “in grace we live, in 
love we give.”

A few key dates:
• Sundays Oct. 8, 15, 22 and 

Nov. 12—join us at worship (either 
service) to hear personal stories 
from giving members during our 
temple talk series.  

• Wednesday, Oct. 11 is Dinner 
Church—join us in the Garden 
Room at 5:30 p.m. for faith, fellow-
ship, food and fun. 

• Sundays Oct. 8 and 15—pick up 
your annual giving campaign 
material packet before or after 
either worship service from a 
member of your stewardship 
team. (If you cannot stop by, no 
worries, we will be mailing pledge 
materials and packets out the 
week of Oct. 16.)

Goals:  
• Raise $1.1 million in pledged 

contributions
• Increase our automated giving 

participants by 25 to a total of 225 
households

• Receive 25 new pledges

What is a pledge:
During the month of October (and 
beyond), we are asking our members 
to make a pledge to Trinity. A pledge 
is an estimate of giving. It is a way to 
tell the church that you are willing 
to make a financial gift that supports 
the mission of the church. A pledge 
or estimate of giving helps the church 
make responsible decisions about 
operating budgets and funding.  

Sign up for auto-
mated giving:
Recurring automated giving helps 
the church plan financially while 
allowing members a quick, easy and 

reliable method of promoting a faith 
and mission-minded budget. 
Trinity has many ways to sign up for 
automated giving. One way is to go to 
our website. Go to www.trinitylc.org, 
then click GIVING in the upper 
right-hand corner, then PLEDGE & 
GIVE NOW. A second way is to use 
our kiosk in the Church Office. Stop 
by during office hours for assistance. 
A third way is to download Trinity’s 
new app. If you haven’t already, 
download the new members app to 
pledge and give through the conve-
nience of your smartphone. 
1. Go to www.trinitylc.org and click 

MEMBERS APP in the upper right 
corner. This page has links to the 
Trinity app for both the App Store 
and Google Play. If you prefer, 
head to the App Store or Google 
Play, and search for: TLStillwater 
or Trinity Lutheran Stillwater MN. 

2. Install the app. (If you see a blue 
circle with our steeple logo, you’ve 
found it!) 

3. Select the GIVING tile, then 
the PLEDGE 2024 tab and then 
PLEDGE & GIVE 2024.

Your pledge, big or small, is enough.  
By making a pledge you are sharing 
the vision of Trinity that believes in 
engaging worship, radical hospitality, 
authentic community, lifelong faith 
formation and compassionate action.  
“In grace we live, in love we give.”
On behalf of the Stewardship Team, 
thank you for prayerfully considering 
your pledge to this year’s campaign.

God is love, and those 
who abide in love 
abide in God, and 
God abides in them. Thank you for visiting our table at 

TrinityFEST! And for signing up for 
automated giving.– 1 John 4:16b

http://www.trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org
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NOTE: Please enjoy this article shared with 
permission from ALOA: Adult Lutherans 
Organized for Action PASTOR OF LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION  

THE REV. PETER WESTON MILLER

As a concerned grandparent, how do I talk to my children  
& grandchildren about their faith/spiritual life?

Area pastors recently asked this important question when meeting with Shirley Carpenter, former ALOA 
Board President and long-term older adult champion in the New Jersey District (LCMS). Here’s how Dr. 
Mary Manz Simon helped frame the answer to this vital question:

Many older adults whose grandchildren are not growing up with Jesus ask this same question. Two of 
our grandchildren are not yet baptized, so my response to Shirley’s group of pastors had personal over-

tones. 

The Bible offers numerous passages that answer this ques-
tion, but my preference is Psalm 78:1-4:

My friends, I beg you to listen as I teach. I will give instruc-
tion and explain the mystery of what happened long ago. 
These are things we learned from our ancestors, and we will 
tell them to the next generation. 
We won’t keep secret the glorious deeds and the mighty 
miracles of the LORD. (CEV)

My response to Shirley shared how I apply that text in everyday life.

The bookmark moves in my Bible. You can see that my fa-
vorite Bible (at right), a paperback CEV, is littered with post 
it notes sticking out everywhere! A grandchild sees how 

we respond to the plumber who names an outrageous fee. A grandchild 
watches when we let a shopper with one item go in front of the check-out 
line. Our lifetime Christianity – going to worship, saying mealtime prayers, 
etc. – attempts to mirror the words of the psalmist.

I vividly remember a situation with our daughter, Angie. 
As a child, she loved collecting different Bibles. By the time 
she packed for college, she had an entire row of various translations on her head-
board. Yet when I went to help her pack for school, there were only two Bibles. When 

EncourAGING and Equipping Congregations for Older Adult Ministry
Check out our website:  aloaserves.org
Contact us by email:   aloa@aloaserves.org

From Generation to 
Generation

Model 
Faith

Equip 
for Faith 
Growth

mailto:aloa@aloaserves.orgFrom
mailto:aloa@aloaserves.orgFrom
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I asked what had happened to all those Bibles we bought she said, “I gave them away.” At that mo-
ment, I thought, “At least I’ve done one thing right.” Our children grew up knowing that we would 
buy them anything they found in a Christian bookstore. Although those retail outlets have mostly 
disappeared, that’s how we ended up with a plastic Sword of the Spirit and many other pieces of 
holy hardware! But surrounding children with signs and symbols of our faith only reinforces the 
Holy Spirit’s actions that power us. Perhaps someday, a grandchild will even ask, “Why do you have a 
palm branch hanging on the living room wall?”

Our children and grandchildren grow up listening to us read books. We can so naturally 
transition into sharing our Faith Story. I printed out my ten-page Faith Story and gave 
it to our grandson, Josh, before his confirmation. 
Then we sat down and talked about it. Although 

14-year-old boys think more about basketball than God, at least 
Josh has read and listened to my story.  He knows faith in Jesus 
Christ is important to me. He has heard me speak passionately 
about what matters in life. I don’t know if I ‘got through’ to Josh, 
but in November, before our next grandson, Nate, is confirmed, I 
will sit down with him. I pray God will use our time together.

Some use the descriptive term, “ministry of presence,” which is characterized by hav-
ing an open ear and open heart. Today’s time-stressed parents don’t always have 
time to “click pause.” At this point in life, we do that for ourselves, so we can certainly 
do that for those whom we love. We have a message that matters.

Although my mind tends to wander during prayer, when I pray about a character 
virtue for a grandson, the Holy Spirit keeps me focused.  Being very specific and con-
sidering how the boys might encounter a certain virtue at their level of development, 
contributes to more effective petitions. I pray for our five grandsons by name. I ask 

God to support building a Christian value system. That’s why topics like 
humility, judgment, wisdom and respect enter my prayers for the boys. 
Every petition ends with the same sentence: “Most of all, I pray that 
my grandson will know Jesus as His Savior.” I also ask God to lead them 
to Christian wives, even though our youngest grandson is only seven 
years old! You can never start too early with prayer.

Connecting across generations is not always easy. Pathways are some-
times complicated, but we aren’t alone on this journey.  After all, when 
we look around, that’s God’s hand on our shoulder.

We are grateful to Dr. Mary Manz Simon for sharing her response to this 
vital question. We encourage the sharing of these ideas in church newslet-
ters or by making copies, with credit to the author and ALOA.

ALOA        —         PO Box 4367, Clearwater, FL 33758        —         aloaserves.org        —        aloa@aloaserves.org

Share 
Your Faith 

Story

Be  
Available

Pray

mailto:aloa@aloaserves.orgShare
mailto:aloa@aloaserves.orgShare
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CONGREGATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

The Light in Me sees and honors the Light in each of You

YogaDevotion Chair/Flow Combo Class
Thursdays 9 – 10 am  |  In-person and on Zoom 

 Nov. 9 – Dec. 21  |  $66 for 6 classes
No class on Thanksgiving Day. Come and experience God’s presence through 
the practice of yoga. Meeting in-person in the Narthex and online through 
Zoom—choose the option that works for you. Led by a trained yoga instructor, 
YogaDevotion is a practice of breath, prayer, and movement designed to 
encourage healthy living and a peaceful presence. For women and men of all skill 
levels and abilities. Beginners welcome! 

Read more and find a link to register at: 
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/care/yoga/ 
Questions? Contact Sue Peterson at toddlinsue2@aol.com.

ABIDE READERS 
Accountability • Belonging • 
Inclusion • Diversity • Equity

All are welcome to our book discussions 
and events!

BOOK DISCUSSION: How the Word is 
Passed: A Reckoning with the History of 
Slavery Across America by Clint Smith  
Monday, Oct. 23, 6:30-8 p.m. via Zoom

MOVIE: Border of Dreams  
Thursday, Oct. 12, 7 p.m.  
at Bethel University 
Join us for the 40-minute premiere of 
Border of Dreams followed by the movie’s 
makers sharing more about this award-
winning immigration documentary 
they’ve been building for more than 
a year with a team of Bethel and 
Guatemalan storytellers.

PHOTO: All are welcome to play Bridge 
for Trinity, first Monday of every month, 
8:45-11:45 a.m. at Boutwells Brownstone 
A Building (5450 Nolan Pkwy). All levels 
welcome! $5/person offering supports 
the mission and ministry of Trinity.

Half-day Women’s Retreat
Saturday, Nov. 18 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Cost:  $35
Led by Educator, Author, and Spiritual 
Director Diane Millis, PhD, our theme 
this year is: Our Unfinished Stories.
Join us to develop your capacity to 
author your story that more closely 
reflects who you currently are and 
who you are being called to become.
This retreat is designed for all those 
who need time to listen deeply to the 
stories they are telling about their 
lives. Diane will introduce us to an 
array of approaches for mining the 
meaning in our stories and exploring 
God’s presence in them.
Through prayer, reflection, writing, 
and conversation with others, Diane 
will guide us through a process for 
discovering a more promising story 
for our lives. She writes in her book, 
Re-Creating a Life, “It’s not what we’ve 
experienced that defines us, but the 
stories we tell about our experiences.”
More details coming soon. 
Questions? Contact Zanny Johnson at 
zjohnson@trinitylc.org.

SAVE THE date!

THEATER: For the People 
Wednesday, Oct. 25, 1 p.m.  
at Guthrie Theater 
Join us in attending For the People: a 
world premiere comedy by Native voices. 
Drawing on Minneapolis’ rich Dakota 
and Ojibwe heritage, this hilarious new 
comedy examines the myriad facets of 
contemporary Native life.

For the Zoom link, tickets and more 
information, contact Ann Wolff at 
wolff701@msn.com or 651-260 3855. For 
a list of upcoming book discussions, visit: 
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/
connections/abide-readers/

PHOTO below: ABIDE Readers enjoyed a 
delicious and delightful lunch at Owamni 
by the Sioux Chef in September.

https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/care/yoga/
mailto:toddlinsue2@aol.com
mailto:zjohnson@trinitylc.org
mailto:wolff701@msn.com
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/
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LET’S GO Fall Events
A Let’s Go group Facebook page 
is now up and running! Events, 
reminders and photos will be 
posted. To join, search Let’s Go 
(Trinity Lutheran Church) and 
select invite.

Please join us at these 
upcoming events!

Premier Event at Rivertown Inn  
| Sunday, Oct. 1, 4-7 p.m.  
Here’s a chance to spend a late 
Sunday afternoon meeting 
some new friends, bumping fists 
with buddies, chatting about 
ideas for future LET’S GO events, 
and enjoying some appetizers, 
beverages and music. Kids are welcome and if you’d like to bring a friend along, 
that’s okay too! Reservations are not required. Rivertown Inn is located at 306 Olive 
Street W in Stillwater. Contact Joan Fogelberg with questions at joan@123m.com or 
651-219-8473.

Explore Belwin Conservancy  | Saturday, Oct. 7 at 9 a.m.  
Join hosts Molly and Jory Birkeland for a nature walk to explore the beautiful fall 
landscape at this natural area located in our own backyard. The scenic 2.3-mile nature 
walk will take roughly one hour to complete, and although described as easy, the trail 
will feature some gradual hills. Meet at the Stagecoach Trail parking lot trailhead in 
Afton. Contact Molly to RSVP or with questions at mollybirkeland78@gmail.com.

Moonlight Night Hike led by Ted Olson | Sunday, Oct. 29, 6:30 p.m.
Join us at William O’Brien State Park (permit required) for a moonlit hike. Meet at 
south parking lot and entrance off Ostrum Trail N. All ages welcome—an ambling 
adventure, no speed walking. Download more details about this hike at: https://
trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/lets-go/. Please RSVP to Randy Propp at 
rapropp56@gmail.com.

Tour the Cathedral of Saint Paul  |  Thursday, Nov. 9 at 12:45 p.m.  
The one-hour tour begins at 1 p.m. and there is a gift shop you may want to visit 
after the tour. Donation of $5 is recommended. Deciding on a parking ramp before 
you leave is also recommended. Each year, the Cathedral of Saint Paul welcomes 
thousands of visitors from all over the world. The cathedral is recognized as a 
historical landmark, one of the most prominent buildings in Minnesota, and a 
center of spiritual worship. Address is 239 Selby Ave., St. Paul, MN 55102. Contact 
Sandy Wendt to RSVP or with questions at sjwendt46@gmail.com.

Geology Hike on Ice Age National Scenic Trail  |  Saturday, Nov. 11
Depart Trinity at 8 a.m. to carpool or meet at Straight Lake State Park near 
Frederic, WI at 9:15 a.m.
Join us for a geology hike on Wisconsin’s fabulous Ice Age National Scenic Trail. 
Point-to-point hike, we’ll shuttle a vehicle(s) to avoid the need for out and back. This 
is a modestly hilly, well-maintained trail. Some pitches are moderately steep but do 
not exceed 100 feet up or down. 
This is an ambling hike with stops 
for viewing, learning, resting, 
hydrating, light snacking.  We’ll 
cover 4.4 miles in 2 to 2.5 hours.  
It is not a speed hike. Download 
more details about this hike at: 
https://trinitylc.org/congrega-
tional-life/connections/lets-go/. 
Please RSVP to Randy Propp at 
rapropp56@gmail.com. 

PHOTO at right: Thank you visiting 
our team at TrinityFEST!

7

PHOTO: In addition to making quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief, Trinity Quilters 
are now making child-sized quilts to  be 
donated to Bundles of Love. We gladly 
accept donations of cotton fabrics! For 
more information, contact Carolyn Minor 
at 651-439-7139.

New Member Sunday is Oct. 8
We will receive new members during 
worship (either 9 a.m. or 11 a.m.) with 
new member class between services 
in the Living Room at 10 a.m. If you 
wish to become a member on Sunday, 
Oct. 8, fill out the membership form 
at: https://trinitylc.org/welcome/
join-trinity/. Zanny Johnson, our New 
Member Coordinator, will contact you. 
We are excited to have you join us in 
this body of Christ here at Trinity! 

Our New Member class is a taste of 
who we are as Trinity—we will learn 
about our mission and core values, 
that we are a Reconciling in Christ 
ELCA congregation, and how to 
connect here as a new member.

Our mission and vision statement:  
Because God first loved us, we live as 
Jesus in the world, loving God and 
loving neighbor.

Read our welcome statement at: Read 
our welcome statement at: https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/
mission/

Grief Support Groups
Groups are for those who have 
experienced the death of a loved 
one, and are interested in learning 
more about their own grief and 
being supported by others. 
Groups will meet for six weeks 
at a mutually agreed upon day 
and time. Please contact Zanny 
Johnson at zjohnson@trinitylc.org. 

mailto:joan@123m.com
mailto:mollybirkeland78@gmail.com
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/lets-go/
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/lets-go/
mailto:rapropp56@gmail.com
mailto:sjwendt46@gmail.com
https://trinitylc.org/congrega-tional-life/connections/lets-go/
https://trinitylc.org/congrega-tional-life/connections/lets-go/
https://trinitylc.org/congrega-tional-life/connections/lets-go/
mailto:rapropp56@gmail.com
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/
mailto:zjohnson@trinitylc.org


8 October 2023 • Trinity Today

Worship Texts 
Below are the scripture texts from 
the Revised Common Lectionary 
that will be used on the date listed 
to prepare the message for worship.

Oct. 1 _________Matthew 21:23-32

Oct. 8 _________Matthew 21:33-46

Oct. 15 _________Matthew 22:1-14

Oct. 22 ________Matthew 22:15-22

Oct. 29 ________Matthew 22:34-46

WORSHIP  
& MUSIC

TRINITY 
CONCERT series
Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra 
Thursday, Oct. 5
7 pm  |  Worship Center
Principal Bass Zachary Cohen plays an 
arrangement of Franz Schubert’s famous 
work for arpeggione, a now extinct 
instrument similar to a bowed guitar, 
alongside Florence Price’s technically 
and lyrically epic String Quartet No 2. 
Originally published in 1935, the quartet 
was rediscovered in 2009 with hundreds 
of manuscripts written by Price over her 
lifetime — audiences are in for a treat as 
the SPCO tackles the entire work after 
having previously performed the “Juba” 
movement for streaming audiences early 
in the pandemic. The program concludes 
with a Clarinet Quintet titled “The 
Refugee” by Lev “Ljova” Zhurbin which 
is “inspired by stories of people leaving 
their homeland, to find basic ways to 
continue their life and find some level of 
comfort.” Ljova has been based in New 
York City since fleeing Russia with his 
family as a child.
Tickets: https://www.thespco.org/

Tribute to Norway 
Saturday, Oct. 14
7 pm  |  Worship Center
Join the Trinity Choir, St. Croix Valley 
Symphony Orchestra and Norwegian 
Pianist, Oda Voltersvik for an evening 
of music composed by Norwegian 
Composers. Champagne reception 
to follow in the Narthex. This is a free 
concert, but an offering will be taken to 
support music at Trinity.

Cantus 
Sunday, Oct. 22
3 pm  |  Worship Center
It takes strength to be vulnerable. It 
takes courage to ask for help. It takes 
confidence to reach out and connect. In 
Brave, Cantus examines what it means to 
identify as a man in a society that prizes 
conformity over personal authenticity. 
With works by composers from Fanny 
Mendelssohn to Sara Bareilles, Brave 
takes a nuanced look at evolving ideas of 
masculinity. The program also includes 
works by contemporary innovators 
like Mari Esabel Valverde and Sydney 
Guillaume, as well as a new multi-move-
ment work by Griffin Candey. Cantus’ 
Brave is a powerful program that asks: 
Are you strong enough to be sensitive?
Tickets: https://www.cantussings.org/23-
24-season/

Music in 
Worship highlights 
The following special music is coming 
up in worship this month. Prepare to be 
uplifted in song!

Sunday, Oct. 1:
9 am – Mary Schneider, Soprano
11 am – Trinity Worship Band

Sunday, Oct. 8:
9 am – Trinity Choir and Children’s Choir
11 am – Trinity Worship Band

Sunday, Oct. 15:
9 am – Vocal Trio: Jamie Staska, 
Karin Laskey and Kelsey Robbins; and 
Baritone Hendrix Brod
11 am – Trinity Worship Band

Sunday, Oct. 22:
9 am – String Quintet and Trinity Choir
11 am – Trinity Worship Band 

Sunday, Oct. 29: Reformation Sunday 
and Celebration of Confirmation
9 am – Trinity Brass and Trinity Choir
11 am – Trinity Worship Band

Dinner Church 
Wednesday Evenings
Dinner Church is for EVERYONE—not 
just for a mix of families of different 
ages—but also a great time for singles, 
couples, and friends to join in the 
Body of Christ at Trinity! Dinner is 
served at 5:30 p.m. with worship from 
6-6:30 p.m.—all in the Garden Room. 
Faith Formation opportunities for all 
ages happening before and after Dinner 
Church. See the schedule below.

WEDNESDAY EVENING 
SCHEDULE
4:30-5:15 p.m. Children’s Choir 
Rehearsal (Kindergarten-Grade 5) 
– Chapel

5:15-5:55 p.m. Children’s Faith 
Lab (faith formation for Ages 
4-Grade 5) – Narthex 
(Gym open for play supervised by 
parents and caregivers, and Youth 
Room available for homework or 
quiet time.)

5:30 p.m. Meal Service Begins 
(catered by local favs with 
suggested donation) – Garden 
Room

6-6:30 p.m. Dinner Church  (eat 
together, worship together) – 
Garden Room

6:30-7:45 p.m. Break into Small 
Groups:
• Middle School Confirmation 

(Grades 6-8)
• Adult Faith Lab (Formerly Big 

Kid Confirmation)
• Affinity Group Sessions 

(Elementary School Age)
• Supervised Play in the Gym 

for younger children

God is calling us back 
to the table.

https://www.thespco.org/
https://www.cantussings.org/23-24-season/
https://www.cantussings.org/23-24-season/
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Tribute to 
Norway 

Saturday, Oct. 14  |  7 pm  
Worship Center at Trinity

An evening of music by Norwegian composers with:
St. Croix Valley Symphony Orchestra – Dr. Kristin Tjornehoj, Director

 Trinity Choir – Clark Weyrauch, Director

FREE CONCERT (free-will offering will be taken to support music at Trinity).
Champagne reception to follow in the Narthex.

Featuring Guest Pianist from Norway – Oda Voltersvik
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LIFELONG FAITH 
FORMATION

The 1619 Project: American 
Origins and the Meaning of 
History with Chris Gehrz
Sundays, Oct. 8 & 15  |  10 a.m. in 
the Garden Room
Back by popular demand, Professor Chris 
Gehrz will talk about how we understand 
American history in light of the ongoing 
trauma of slavery, Civil Rights, George 
Floyd’s murder in Minneapolis and the 
shared teaching around these topics.

Peacemakers in the Beatitudes 
with Kristofer Phan Coffman 
Sundays, Oct. 22 & 29  |  10 a.m. in 
the Garden Room
Kristofer Phan Coffman is Assistant Professor of New Testament at Luther Seminary 
and a Ph.D. student in the Department of Classical and Near Eastern Religion and 
Cultures at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. He is currently finishing his 
dissertation which focuses on the Gospels of Matthew and Mark and the ways in 
which their authors use agricultural imagery to describe the coming kingdom of God 
and Jesus as the Messiah who ushers that kingdom in.

Kristofer brings his own experience as a first generation Cambodian-American to 
his readings of the biblical text in an effort to help readers reframe their reading of 
ancient texts as a cross-cultural interaction, 
hoping to build skills both for the reading 
of the biblical text as well as the modern 
task of relating to people from cultures 
different than their own. Upon completion 
of his degree, Kristofer will become, to the 
best of his knowledge, the first Cambodian 
to receive a doctoral degree in any aspect 
of biblical studies.

In addition to his work in the New 
Testament, Kristofer writes on food, 
farming and sustainability for the Preserve 
Journal, an independent print publication 
dedicated to the exploration of a more 
sustainable, resilient and responsible 
food culture.

Adult Faith Lab (Formerly Big 
Kid Confirmation)
Wednesday Evenings 
6:30-7:45 pm | Living Room
Following Dinner Church (see page 8), we 
will convene in the Living Room (on the 
lower level next to the Library) to explore 
the Bible, Lutheranism, what it means to 
live in the world as a person of faith, and 
contemporary questions. This is for all 
adults who are curious and interested in 
growing in faith, building relationships, 
and considering some hard questions.

We will begin this fall with ”Intro to 
the Old Testament”—with all of it’s 
complexity, apparent contradiction, 
challenging laws, conflicted characters, 
and sordid stories! And where we meet a 
God who is eternally faithful.

We will gather for learning whenever 
Middle School Confirmation meets. No 
need to sign up but if you wish to let 
Pastor Chris know you’re coming, she can 
expect you! cbellefeuille@trinitylc.org

10 a.m.  |  Garden Room

Read more at : https://trinitylc.org/learning/adult/adult-ed/

FAFA Group for Elementary Age
Wednesday Evenings 
6:30-7:30 pm | Trinity Library
Is your elementary-aged child ready to 
make deeper connections with peers 
and explore their faith in unique ways? 
If so, a FAFA (Faith & Fellowship Affinity) 
Group might be a great fit! Join Trinity 
member, Andrea Eckman, for a six-week 
Young Readers Book Club session. This 
group meets directly following Dinner 
Church  from 6:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. in 
the Library on Wednesdays, Sept. 20 & 27, 
Oct. 4, 11, 25, and Nov. 1.

Participants will read and discuss sections 
of A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle. 
There is no cost to participate, but we do 
ask that participants register and acquire 
their own copy of the book. Pick up your 
discounted copy at Valley Bookseller! 

Register at https://trinitystillwatermn.
shelbynextchms.com/external/
form/4eb24464-7bb0-41f3-ac43-
aad606566cd6.

mailto:cbellefeuille@trinitylc.org
https://trinitylc.org/learning/adult/adult-ed/
https://trinitystillwatermn
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Thank you to all who came out for 
TrinityFEST on Sept. 10, with special 
thanks to all who made it happen!
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OUTREACH 
MISSIONS

All the trimmings –  

lefse, potatoes, dilled 

carrots, coleslaw, 

cranberries and pie! 

Celebrate the Tradition!

Thursday
 Nov. 2 

2023

Seatings at:  
Noon, 5 pm & 6:30 pm

Guests will be served at the hour 
indicated on ticket. 

Limited take-out meals available.

TICKET PRICES
ADULT – $20

CHILDREN – 
Age 6 to grade 6 – $6
Age 5 and under – FREE

Advance sales of tickets and take-out meals 
only (no walk-ins). Cash or check only.

PURCHASE TICKETS 
Beginning Sunday, Oct. 8 you may purchase 
tickets before and after Sunday morning 
worship services at the 4th St. entrance OR 
Monday-Thursday, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. in the 
Church Office.

Proceeds benefit Trinity’s Outreach Missions

Only 150 

served at each 

seating!

Meatball  
Dinner
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Rainbows are AWE-and then-SOME!
Submitted by Karen Gieseke | Team Leader 
God continued, “This is the sign of 
the covenant I am making between 
me and you and everything living 
around you and everyone living 
after you. I’m putting my rainbow 
in the clouds, a sign of the covenant 
between me and the Earth. From 
now on, when I form a cloud over 
the Earth and the rainbow appears 
in the cloud, I’ll remember my 
covenant between me and you and 
everything living, that never again will 
floodwaters destroy all life. When the 
rainbow appears in the cloud, I’ll see 
it and remember the eternal covenant 
between God and everything living, 
every last living creature on Earth.”  
– Genesis 9:12-16 (MSG) 
TrinityFEST was a beautiful and 
fun morning with community! The 
sunshine, smiles, energy, and joy 
swirling in the breeze were surely a 
sign the of Spirit stirring up seeds of 
hope! And what image better repre-
sents hope to God’s creation than a 
brilliant rainbow!
Trinity’s re-newed RIC Team was 
happy to be present at TrinityFEST, and 
RIC Team members had the opportu-
nity to spread hope as we handed out 
rainbow heart stickers and rainbow 
flags, invited people to make rainbow 
bracelets and rainbow bookmarks, and 
wove a thread of rainbow sparkle into 
people’s hair! I also had the blessing of 
offering face and hand painting to all 
ages—yes, adults asked for painting 
too! My artistry was challenged when 
my first kiddo asked for an orange and 
white puppy image on their cheek! 
But challenges are good, so I dipped 
my brush into the paint, mixing the 
red and yellow, and was once again 
awe-struck as a new color—orange—
emerged! It never ceases to amaze me 
how God thought of and gave us color 
and then invited us to “mix it up” 
and hold our breath in AWE as a new 
color emerges!
As with all things connected to 
God, we daily encounter new 
images and understandings of God’s 
AWE-someness. Part of my role and 
responsibility as facilitator of Trinity’s 
RIC Team is to intentionally, eagerly, 
and with humility, be seeking to 
understand more about God’s presence, 
God’s love, God’s hope, and God’s 
expansiveness in creation. This ongoing 
learning includes humbly seeking and 
learning from people’s stories, and to 

collaborate with others called to this 
shared work. One such collaboration 
is with Reconciling Works, whose 
purpose includes advocating for the 
full welcome, inclusion, and equity 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer, intersex, and asexual/aromantic 
Lutherans in all aspects of the life 
of their Church, congregations, 
and community.  
Reconciling Works, founded in 1974, 
also continues to listen and learn 
from stories from God’s people. 
One profound story which recently 
touched their work included the rise 
in hate crimes towards LGBTQIA2s+ 
persons of color. This awareness caused 
Reconciling Works to include a require-
ment for all RIC communities (Trinity is 
an RIC community) to “work for racial 
equity and commit to anti-racist work.” 
One way to represent this commit-
ment was for Reconciling Works to 
re-create their logo, and include blue, 
pink, and white, (which represent 
transgender siblings) and  brown and 
black (to represent the fullness of our 
Black, Indigenous, and People of Color 
(BIPOC) Community) as part of their 
rainbow, heart, and cross logo.
What a beautiful and AWE-some visual 
of the HOPE God promises to ALL of 
God’s creation! 
What a wonderful example Reconciling 
Works provides us, that we can all 
continue to learn and grow together 
as we listen to our siblings stories, and 
actively and humbly adapt our patterns 
and behaviors so ALL may experience 
God’s promise of HOPE and LOVE!

THANK you! 
The personal hygiene products that you 
brought to TrinityFEST were delivered 
to Valley Outreach on Tuesday, Sept. 12 
at 1:30 p.m. By Tuesday evening all the 
products had been collected by families 
who need them. You donated 986 items! 
The need is great. Please continue to 
support Valley Outreach. The big green 
bin by the main entrance on 4th Street is 
always waiting for your gifts! 

Lutefisk is Back! 
Volunteers Needed!
Trinity’s tradition of a Lutefisk & Meatball 
Dinner on the first Thursday in November 
returns this year. And we need you to 
make it happen. Please volunteer to 
join the fun of this community-building 
event! Many jobs, large and small. Prep 
is on Wednesday, Nov. 1 and dinner is on 
Thursday, Nov. 2. Sign up sheets are on 
the counter at the Information Desk in 
the Commons. Or contact Charlie Payne 
at charles.payne@comcast.net. 

You’re invited to help make the lefse, two 
dates available. No experience needed, 
everyone welcome.

Thursday, Sept. 28  
6-9 p.m. in the Trinity Kitchen

Tuesday, Oct. 3 
6-9 p.m. in the Trinity Kitchen

To sign-up, please contact 
Kari Bartingale at 612-723-0428 or 
khbartingale@comcast.net.

mailto:charles.payne@comcast.net
mailto:khbartingale@comcast.net
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Thank you for donating backpacks!
Submitted by Kristie Anderson | Coordinator

I have kids on the brain today, writing this on the first day of school for so many. 
Can’t help thinking about Stillwater area youth heading off to school with brand 
new backpacks, stuffed with essential supplies! Thanks to so many generous 
friends of Trinity, these students headed back to school, maybe more light-
hearted, joyful, and excited about September.
Backpack distribution day at Cimarron was phenomenal! Several stories to share: 
• two young girlfriends danced for joy because they each got the same 

backpack!
• a mid-elementary aged boy, whose family spoke mostly Spanish, looked 

over at me after I steered them to some translators, and just smiled at me! 
• a young preregistered girl had mistakenly received a more masculine 

backpack. Her mom came over to explain the situation, not expecting we 
could make a change. We were able to trade her our very last stuffed girlish 
backpack—we made a new young friend!

• a mom wearing a hijab returned to thank us after seeing the supplies her 
kids received in the huge orange bags; her heart-felt gratitude was awesome!

• I again connected with my young friend whom I met two years ago, now 
heading into 8th grade!

• we were surrounded by Lake Elmo Elementary staff and many Spanish 
Immersion teachers. So much sweet conversation and greetings in both 
languages! 

• and, as always, many kids immediately put on their backpacks! So much 
shared positivity!

Trinity generosity was instant and awesome! We spent every penny of the $2,153 
given through our church on large backpacks! In addition, many amazing dona-
tions of supplies and funds went directly to Community Thread. What generous 
hearts you have.
Deep gratitude for each and every offering you gave to these young people 
going to school in the Stillwater Area School District. Our hearts are now 
connected! We walked with them as they walked into school. We’ll walk with 
them as they work hard to learn. We’ll walk with them as they try to make 
friends or to succeed at new tasks. And we’ll keep our new friends in our 
prayers. What a fabulous opportunity to stay connected with our neighbors. 
Thanks be to God for you!

Truth & Healing 
Movement
Our larger church, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
is committed to providing opportu-
nities to learn the true history and 
current realities of Indigenous people. 
It is these truths, truths that have 
been ignored by most for hundreds 
of years, that will bring healing for 
both Indigenous people and non-
Indigenous people.
Read more about the ELCA’s Truth & 
Healing Movement and view the many 
upcoming learning opportunities 
(many with our friend Vance Blackfox) 
at: https://elca.org/Our-Work/
Congregations-and-Synods/
Ethnic-Specific-and-Multicultural-
Ministries/Indigenous-
Ministries-and-Tribal-Relations/
Truth-and-Healing-Movement

Your Trinity staff enjoying a pool party 
on a Fifth Tuesday Funday—when our 
regular staff meeting falls on the fifth 
Tuesday of the month, we add a little fun!

https://elca.org/Our-Work/


WORSHIP ON TV
Watch Sunday Worship on local 
channel 14 through Valley Access 
Sunday at 11 a.m. (week delay)
Sunday  at 7 p.m.
Monday at 7 a.m. & 1 p.m.

Because God

first loved us,

we live as Jesus in the world, 

loving God and 
loving neighbor.

CORE VALUES 
Engaging Worship
Radical Hospitality
Authentic Community
Lifelong Faith Formation
Compassionate Action

Read our welcome statement at: https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/

• To family and friends of  
Connie Rome

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open the 
following hours or by appointment.
Monday–Thursday | 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Sunday, Aug. 20
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 81
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 85
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 132
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 185
Sunday, Aug. 27
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 65
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 55
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 134
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 194
Sunday, Sept. 3
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 60
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 56
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 122
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 167
Sunday, Sept. 10 - TrinityFEST
In-person Trinity 10 am ______ 310
Live online views 10 am ______ 51
Online views/week 10 am ___ 101
Sunday, Sept. 17
In-person Trinity 9 am _______ 150
Live online views 9 am _______ 60
Online views/week 9 am ____ 114
In-person Trinity 11 am _______ 67
Live online views 11 am ______ 11
Online views/week 11 am ____ 43
NOTE: Online views in one week are one-
minute or longer views.

Thank you for your patience while our 
main entrance on 4th Street was closed 
for repair and replacement. Work on 
lighting and garden boxes will continue 
on our new plaza.

Trinity’s first Walk, Run, Bike to the 
Drive-in was a huge hit on Sunday, 
Aug. 20. Thanks to our volunteers and 
everyone who participated!

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
mailto:info@trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org
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GET THE APP – Visit our website at 
www.trinitylc.org and click Members 
App in the upper right corner. This page 
has links to the Trinity app for both the 
App Store and Google Play. If you prefer, 
head to the App Store or Google Play, 
and search for: TLStillwater or Trinity 
Lutheran Stillwater MN. If you see a blue 
circle with our steeple (our logo), you’ve 
found it! Install the app (it’s totally free). 
When installing, allow notifications if you 
want to receive messages from us, such as 
last-minute changes to worship or events. 
Please note, the four-square icon in the 
upper right corner is the menu navigation.

GO TO PROFILE TO LOG IN – At the 
bottom of the menu, select the Profile 
feature and log in (to our secure member 
database with ShelbyNext) with your 
email address or phone number. A 
security code is required, choose to have 
it sent by email or text. Select resend or 
retry if not received within a few minutes. You will get a notice if the email or phone entered is not affiliated with your account in 
our records. If you choose to Edit Profile, your saved changes will be submitted to Trinity for approval. We will contact you if we 
have questions about any changes. Contact us at 651-439-7400 or info@trinitylc.org if you have difficulty logging in.

THE PEOPLE FEATURE – Once logged in, the People feature will be available. (You and all other users must be in Trinity’s 
database to see this feature.) The following information is what’s typically included in a church member directory, and is available 
in the app—only to those who are in Trinity’s member directory: Name, Address, Phone, Email and Family Members. To propose 
changes to your information or visibility (opt-out), call the church office at 651-439-7400 or send an email to info@trinitylc.org.

EXPLORE THE APP – Check out the features and send us any questions at info@trinitylc.org. A few things to note! When you 
sign up for Events, you will see them under My Events. For Giving, the Give tab is for your general giving and on Android this 
function is within the app; on Apple you will be taken out of the app and into Safari to give online.

http://www.trinitylc.org
mailto:info@trinitylc.org
mailto:info@trinitylc.org
mailto:info@trinitylc.org

