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Because God first loved us, we live as Jesus in the world.

“Take this most seriously: A yes on earth is yes in heaven; a no on earth 
is no in heaven. What you say to one another is eternal. I mean this. 
When two of you get together on anything at all on earth and make a 
prayer of it, my Father in heaven goes into action. And when two or three 
of you are together because of me, you can be sure that I’ll be there.” 
– Matthew 18:18-20 (MSG)

For TrinityFEST details, see Page 9 PHOTO: Celebrating PRIDE at worship on Sunday, Aug. 6, see Page 5 to find out what it 
means to be an RIC congregation! 

http://www.trinitylc.org
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“For where two or three are gathered 
in my name, I am there among them.” 
– Jesus (Matthew 18:20)
Anywhere two or three are gathered in 
Jesus’ name?
Worship, sure. Bible study, yeah. What 
about circle meetings? Sunday School 
or confirmation? The hospital bedside? 
The dinner table, around the camp-
fire, in a snowbound car on a frigid 
winter night?
Anywhere.
The gospel of Matthew opens with the 
powerful name of Jesus: Emmanuel 
– God with us. And ends with Jesus’ 
promise: “…remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” God’s 
“with-us-ness” is woven throughout 
Matthew’s Gospel and our Lutheran 
theology. Jesus’ promise is sure. When 
we gather in Jesus’ name, Jesus prom-
ises to be the presence of the living 
God with us.
So, if Jesus really is with us whenever 
and wherever we gather in his name, 
do we need “church”? What is the role 
of the congregation if Jesus shows up 
any old where?
Good question.
It’s an uncertain time to be the church. 
We are still coming to terms with the 
impact of the pandemic’s profound 
disruption. Some said they didn’t miss 
church, so they found other enriching 
things to do on Sunday mornings. 
Some used the time to reshape their 
faith practices and continue to worship 
online or now worship elsewhere. 
Some are still connected but the habit 
of Sunday morning or Wednesday 
confirmation or bible study hasn’t 
been reinvigorated.
No judgement. It’s real.
Pastor Peter and I marveled at the 
number of pastors who spent the 

entirety of lockdown recording 
worship on Thursdays and didn’t step 
foot in their own church on a Sunday 
morning for a year! Frankly, it would 
be hard for any of us to get back into 
that habit. Even if it’s our job!
But the truth is, the church has been 
in a state of shift and change for a long 
season, a couple of decades, at least. 
Diana Butler Bass calls it “Christianity 
After Religion.” What happens to the 
church when the church is no longer 
the primary shaping vehicle of civic 
and communal life? In a culture that 
measures success in size and growth, 
how do we navigate being a move-
ment of the minority—as it was in the 
beginning? If we believe the congrega-
tional expression of the church matters 
and can thrive—and I am one of many 
who does—we are forced to rethink, 
reimagine, reshape.
Here’s an example. Our parents of 
young ones long for their kids to have 
the same kind of experience at church 
that they had: vibrant Sunday School, 
awesome VBS, confirmation filling 
the building, camp with dozens of 
their churchmates. We long for that, 
too. AND that childhood experience 
was created by many moms (and 
some dads) who had more volun-
teer capacity because they weren’t 
employed outside the home.
The truth is today’s parents also have 
faith, passion, and heart for their kids. 
But they don’t have the same calen-
dars or the same financial options. 
Our parents are predominantly dual 
working families.
They are busy, if not overwhelmed. 
Burdened by debt, stressed by climate 
change, and struggling to give their 
kids the best chance at abundant life.
Another factor: regular worship 
attendance used to be three times 
per month. Now regular worship 
attendance is considered one time per 
month. It is real and it has an impact 
on our communal congregational life. 
And if a family is only able to navi-
gate getting to church once a month, 

Anywhere
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what are the odds they pick the same 
Sunday as another family they wish 
to know? Again, no judgment. Life 
has changed, families navigate more 
complexity than ever.
And we know that people still want 
to be part of a community of welcome, 
love, forgiveness, mission and 
meaning. People still want to learn 
how to navigate complexities as people 
of faith. We want to explore how to 
be a citizen of the world in a way that 
aligns with our values. We want our 
children and grandchildren to have 
faith, to know that they are beloved, 
just as they are, and that there is 
something powerful and sustaining 
about being part of a movement in the 
name of the God we know in Jesus.
This new season is a chance for us 
to explore together how powerful it 
STILL is to be the church, proclaiming 
the power of God with us and the 
good news of the God we know in 
Jesus. We are committed to seeking 
those we have not yet met, creating 
innovative ways for families to engage 
with faith formation and build rela-
tionships with others doing the same. 
We are committed to connecting the 
generations, being generous with our 
expectations, and reconsidering defini-
tions of “regular,” “normal,” “the way 
it used to be!”
The truth is, it will never be “the way 
it was” because God is always calling 
us forward! God is always engaged 
with what is. God is the crafter of a 
still unfolding future, the author of a 
story still being written.
God is not just with us, but invites 
us, with God, to be co-creators of 
that future. So, co-creators, we are 
eager to see the fruit of your imagina-
tions, your dreams, your creativity 
come alive!
The body of Christ is alive in 
the world!
In joy and thanksgiving,

Pastor Chris
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PASTOR OF LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION  
THE REV. PETER WESTON MILLER
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“It’s a sense of peace that I’m after,” he 
said. “Not away from the real world 
but in it. Finding some spiritual clarity 
in my own mind in so much of the 
noise. I think the world would be a lot 
better if we invested more time in a 
practice of peace.”
I couldn’t agree more. 
Tommy is from Gig Harbor, 
Washington with two kids about the 
same age as ours. We were sitting 
down to brunch at Holden Village, 
which was a feast of made-from-
scratch pancakes with fresh whipped 
cream, chocolate chips and fruit. 
It was delicious. 
And so was our conversation. We had 
a lot in common, including a love of 
mountains. But also particularly this 
desire to be seeking after a sense of 
peace. Thinking deeply about who we 
are as peacemakers. As dads wanting 
to model peaceful parenting and 
peaceful partnering. Being peaceful 
men and how often that isn’t what we 
are expected to be. Trying (and often 
failing) to embody peace.
In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus blesses 
peacemakers in the Sermon on the 
Mount. He blesses folks in unconven-
tional ways and unusual callings. This 
one seems especially needed in our 
modern distracted day. 
Don’t we all crave peace in our 
lives? Peace with ourselves. Peace 
in our relationships. Peace with our 
neighbors. Peace in schools. Peace 
in politics. Peace in Ukraine. Peace 
with the earth. Peace in the everyday. 
Peace in our busy world and in our 
racing minds.

But cultivating peace might not come 
naturally to us or is easily completed 
and put back on the shelf of our 
finished to-do lists. It’s ongoing. It’s a 
rhythm. A path. A community.
So as we start this new program and 
school year, my hope for you is peace. 
Maybe you already have a practice of 
peace. Or perhaps you want to bless 
your child with “Peace” and the sign 
of the cross on their way to school 
and have them bless you in your day. 
I pray you hold on to peace and try 
to bless others with it. I hope we can 
learn some things about peace this 
year together as well. Maybe around 
a plate of pancakes. Peace be with 
you always,

Pastor Peter

A Pancake Plate of Peace

Peace 
be with you 
always.



4 September 2023 • Trinity Today

GIFTS  
MANAGEMENT

FINANCIAL NOTES July 2023
Submitted by Jeff Anderson | Treasurer

As of July 31, 2023 Trinity completed 92% of our fiscal year. The summary report, above, shows amounts for income and expense 
during the first eleven months of the current Fiscal Year 2023 and Fiscal Year 2022. Note that the summary information for Trinity’s 
Long Term Debt covers the past 12 month period.

As indicated above by asterisks, some of the financial information shown is impacted by non-budgeted activity related to current 
fiscal year income and expense. 1) The church council authorized release of council  designated reserves to pay down the line of 
credit. This both freed up necessary cash to pay bills and decreased interest expense. 2) The Comprehensive Campaign income 
and related expenses represent real financial transactions, but, since there is no corresponding budget to compare with, the 
results can be difficult to explain in a summary form. The 2023 Annual Report will include a detailed recap.

For the month of July, 2023 a strong response from contributors resulted in making up some of the shortfall that was reported 
last month (June, 2023.) Year-to-date contribution income is still at only 84% of budgeted, however, so continued fiscal year-end 
contributions remain essential to reach our goals and to avoid a negative impact that will carry forward into the next fiscal year.
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THE NEXT 150 YEARS
UPDATE: Three-Year 
Comprehensive Campaign
Submitted by Jeff Anderson | 
Comprehensive Campaign  
Resource Coordinator 

191 pledges have been received 
through the end of July, 2023 
totalling $1,925,709.

Contributions to date total $698,490. 
This represents approximately 36% 
of total pledged. Pledges are still 
being accepted and contributions 
continue to be received.

Contributions received to date have 
already been applied to significant 
debt reduction as well as to drive-
in facility improvements and to 
mission accompaniment. 

If you are interested in making a 
pledge, scan the QR code at right 
with your smartphone camera or 
visit: https://trinitylc.org/welcome/
comprehensive-
campaign/. If you 
prefer or need 
assistance, contact our 
Financial Secretary, 
Eric Trosdahl at 
etrosdahl@trinitylc.org.

Trinity’s Re-newed 
Reconciling in Christ Team 
begins to gather!
Submitted by Karen Gieseke | Team Leader 
“And when two or three of you are together 
because of me, you can be sure that I’ll be 
there.”  – Matthew 18:20 (MSG) 
“I’ll be there!”
Those words are music to my ears! As someone energized by gatherings of all 
kinds—birthday parties, family reunions, lunch with a colleague, a walk with 
a friend, and more—hearing the words “I’ll be there!” brings anticipation of 
sharing and supporting each other in life. The sharing includes both catching up 
on past stories and exploring new hopes, ideas, and experiences for the future. In 
the midst of all the story sharing is the deep listening and caring for each other 
which deepens our relationship, and offers us a wider view of God’s diversity in 
the world.
And God wants us to know that each time we gather to care for each other, 
God is there with us! In the caring. In the listening. In the comforting. In the 
celebrating. In the sadness. In the joy. In the re-newal, and the re-creation.
In 2018, the Trinity community intentionally and resoundingly committed to 
being a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community (read our full welcome statement 
at: https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/). This was important 
work in writing our shared story. And now is an opportunity to re-commit 
to this shared work, and thus the foundation of launching the re-newed 
Reconciling In Christ Team.
The RIC Team is currently in formation mode, as former and new team members 
begin to gather this fall and map out paths and possibilities for the future of 
our gospel-centered, community-wide work. And the RIC Team is grateful, 
comforted, and energized to know God is with the RIC Team each time we meet 
to explore, imagine, learn, grow, and act on caring for all of God’s children, 
especially our LGBTQIA2s+ siblings.
What’s next for you and our shared, gospel-centered work:
• regular communication and updates from the RIC team for you
• learning opportunities for all ages
• action-oriented opportunities and ministry for you as an individual and as 

part of the community
• your prayers for your LGBTQIA2s+ siblings
• your prayers for the RIC team and their work
At the center of all this shared work, God assures each of us, “I’ll be there.”
Curiosity and questions are a gift! As we journey together please contact me, 
Karen Gieseke at kgieseke@live.com, with your questions, curiosities, and if 
you’d like to join the journey in a more specific role going forward. 

Friends, more outpouring of gratitude 
for the way you have leaned in to 
catch up on your pledges, increase 
your giving, give extra, give early, 
give for the first time. We are standing 
in the shining light near the end of 
what felt like a long deficit tunnel. 
There will be a better update in 
October’s newsletter – this issue goes 
to print before the month of August 
is closed. But we give thanks for you 
and your generosity! Wow, Trinity! 
Well done! Thank you.

AGAIN, our thanks!

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/
mailto:etrosdahl@trinitylc.org
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
mailto:kgieseke@live.com
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CONGREGATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

The Light in Me sees and honors the Light in each of You

YogaDevotion Chair/Flow Combo Class
Thursdays 9 – 10 am  |  In-person and on Zoom 

 Sept. 14 – Nov. 2  |  $88 for 8 classes
Come and experience God’s presence through the practice of yoga. Meeting in-
person in the Narthex and online through Zoom—choose the option that works 
for you. Led by a trained yoga instructor, YogaDevotion is a practice of breath, 
prayer, and movement designed to encourage healthy living and a peaceful 
presence. For women and men of all skill levels and abilities. Beginners welcome! 

Read more and find a link to register at: 
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/care/yoga/ 
Questions? Contact Sue Peterson at toddlinsue2@aol.com.

ABIDE READERS 
Accountability • Belonging • 
Inclusion • Diversity • Equity

NEXT BOOK DISCUSSION:  
Monday, Sept. 25, 6:30-8 p.m.
Meeting in person and on Zoom
ABIDE Readers may choose one or both 
books for the discussion on Monday,  
Sept. 25 from 6:30-8 p.m., which will be 
in person and also available on Zoom. 
Dovetails in Tall Grass, a historical novel 
by Samantha Specks and Little Crow: 
Spokesman for the Sioux by Gary Clayton 
Anderson, will provide much to discuss.

There are two additional opportunities 
featuring Native culture that require 
immediate attention if you are interested. 
“For the People” is a world premiere of 
native voices at the Guthrie. “The Lyrical 
Art of Jim Denomie” is an exhibition at 
the Minneapolis Institute of Art (MIA). 
Sara Wagner, MIA docent, will lead a tour 
for us. All are welcome.

For the Zoom link and information 
about the events, contact Ann Wolff at 
wolff701@msn.com or 651-260 3855.

The Trinity Green Team is 
now Earth Keepers!
At our August kickoff meeting, a new 
name was adopted for the Trinity Green 
Team. Now known as Earth Keepers, our 
mission is simple: Leave it better than 
you found it.

We’ll have a booth at TrinityFEST on 
Sept. 10. Please stop by and talk to us, 
get information about the team, and 
consider joining us! All levels of interest 
and commitment are welcome. 

“Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful committed individuals can 
change the world. In fact, it’s the only 
thing that ever has.”  – Anthropologist 
Margaret Mead 

If you have a calling to help with the 
environment, and want to contribute 
to positive changes and actions, this is 
the team for you! For more information 
please email Scott and Jill Kneeskern at 
kdkdesign4@gmail.com.

Community Foot Care Clinic 
& Wellness Day
Thursday, Sept. 21
9 am–4 pm at Trinity
The St. Croix Valley Faith Community 
Nurse Program is hosting and subsidizing 
the cost of services, resulting in a fee 
of $25 per person. Registration and 
payment must be completed online 
at: https://www.healthpartners.com/
about/classes-events/ (type “foot” under 
name of event). Limited appointments 
available. Register for a one-hour 
appointment with a foot care clinician. 
Click on “Select a time” to schedule your 
appointment.

Certified Foot Care Registered Nurses will 
provide the following services:
• Assessments to help you understand 

your risk factors and identify foot 
problems

• Educating you on taking care of your 
feet properly

• Nail cutting & thick nail care
• Corn and callous care
• Ingrown toenail care
• Identification of the need for 

specialized foot treatment and refer 
you to resources in your community.

In addition to providing foot care, we will 
also be offering blood pressure checks, 
blood glucose screenings, balance and 
falls prevention screening and resources 
and private memory screenings. These 
resources are free and are available to 
anyone, even if you do not have a foot 
care appointment.  Please tell your 
spouses, family, friends and caregivers to 
join us for this free community event!

Grief Support Groups 
Forming this Fall
Grief groups that will meet for six weeks 
will be formed in mid-September. If you 
are interested in learning more about 
your own grief and being supported 
by others, please reach out to Zanny 
Johnson at zjohnson@trinitylc.org. 

https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/care/yoga/
mailto:toddlinsue2@aol.com
mailto:wolff701@msn.com
mailto:kdkdesign4@gmail.com
https://www.healthpartners.com/
mailto:zjohnson@trinitylc.org
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LET’S GO is  
On the Go!
Stop by the LET’S GO (a new 
ministry group at Trinity) table 
at TrinityFEST on Sunday, 
Sept. 10 to meet team 
members, ask questions, and 
pass on your ideas! If you have 
a particular passion and would 
like to lead an event, please let 
us know. An example might be 
a canoe trip, a theater event, 
wilderness hike or even a lesson 
on how to make a good pizza. 

Please join us at these 
upcoming events!

Trivia at River Siren Brewery  |  Thursday, Sept. 21, 6-8 p.m.  
Come join our host Clark Weyrauch in a game of Trivia. Teams (generally of 8) will be 
set up but adjusted based on the number of people attending. You’ll be able to get 
snacks, beverages and order a pizza from Victorianos at the brewery, or you may bring 
your own food. You are also welcome to just drop in the last minute. Contact Clark 
Weyrauch to RSVP or with questions at cweyrauch@trinitylc.org.

Premier Event at Rivertown Inn  | Sunday, Oct. 1, 4-7 p.m.  
Here’s a chance to spend a late Sunday afternoon meeting some new friends, 
bumping fists with buddies, chatting about ideas for future LET’S GO events, and 
enjoying some appetizers, beverages and music. Kids are welcome and if you’d like to 
bring a friend along, that’s okay too! Reservations are not required. Rivertown Inn is 
located at 306 Olive Street W in Stillwater. Contact Joan Fogelberg with questions at 
joan@123m.com or 651-219-8473.

Explore Belwin Conservancy  | Saturday, Oct. 7 at 9 a.m.  
Join hosts Molly and Jory Birkeland for a nature walk to explore the beautiful fall 
landscape at this natural area located in our own backyard. The scenic 2.3-mile nature 
walk will take roughly one hour to complete, and although described as easy, the trail 
will feature some gradual hills. Meet at the Stagecoach Trail parking lot trailhead in 
Afton. Contact Molly to RSVP or with questions at mollybirkeland78@gmail.com.

Tour the Cathedral of Saint Paul  |  Thursday, Nov. 2 at 12:45 p.m.  
The one-hour tour begins at 1 p.m. and there is a gift shop you may want to visit 
after the tour. Donation of $5 is recommended. Deciding on a parking ramp before 
you leave is also recommended. Each year, the Cathedral of Saint Paul welcomes 
thousands of visitors from all over the world. The cathedral is recognized as a 
historical landmark, one of the most prominent buildings in Minnesota, and a center 
of spiritual worship. Address is 239 Selby Ave., St. Paul, MN 55102. Contact Sandy 
Wendt to RSVP or with questions at sjwendt46@gmail.com.

The LET’S GO leadership team will continue with the former GLOW/AWE members 
(see photo below), and is thrilled to have Molly Birkeland, Lisa Kehe, Randy Nelson 
and Randy Propp (read more at right) join the group. We look forward to sponsoring a 
wide variety of activities that inspire, invigorate and build friendships, embracing ALL 
people, knowing that God is with us always.

Your LET’S GO Team:
Molly Birkeland
Joan Fogelberg
Lynne Funk
Lisa Kehe
Beth Klein
Jill Longnecker
Randy Nelson
Randy Propp
Mary Soderholm
Sandy Weber
Sandy Wendt

Welcome New Team Members!

Randy Propp and Randy Nelson started 
attending Trinity this past Easter.  They 
recently moved to the Lindstrom 
area from Apple Valley.  Randy P. is 
a retired attorney and Randy N. is a 
retired social worker, but they still 
own and operate American Gothic 
Antiques in downtown Stillwater. 
They both love the contemporary 
service and the intentionally inclusive 
atmosphere fostered by the clergy, staff 
and congregation.

Molly Birkeland joined Trinity in 2020. 
She works as a health and wellness 
coach. Molly enjoys watercolor painting, 
spending time in nature, reading, doing 
yoga, and leading grief groups for other 
bereaved parents. 

Lisa Kehe (pronounced just “K,” like the 
letter) joined Trinity in 2020. She is a high 
school math teacher. She is also a St. Olaf 
alum happy to bond with other Oles in 
the community! Beyond teaching, Lisa 
loves to read, bake, and spend time with 
family in Minnesota and Chicago. 

Read more about LET’S GO! at: https://
trinitylc.org/congregational-life/
connections/lets-go/
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mailto:cweyrauch@trinitylc.org
mailto:joan@123m.com
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https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/lets-go/
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/lets-go/
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/lets-go/
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Worship Texts 
Below are the scripture texts from 
the Revised Common Lectionary 
that will be used on the date listed 
to prepare the message for worship.
Sept. 3 ________Matthew 16:21-28
Sept. 10 _______Matthew 18:15-20
Sept. 17 _______Matthew 18:21-35
Sept. 24 ________Matthew 20:1-16

WORSHIP  
& MUSIC

Changes in Worship this Fall—
Services at 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.!
Submitted by Clark Weyrauch | Director of Worship & Music

As we approach another church year at Trinity, I wanted to share some changes you 
may notice as you return to the building. The biggest change is that we are moving 
the 8:45 a.m. worship service to 9 a.m.! Yahoo! The 11 a.m. service will remain at 
the same time, and there will still be faith formation learning hour happening at 10 
a.m. Both worship services will be available online on our website (https://trinitylc.
org/worship-music/worship/online-worship/) and livestream to Facebook (https://
www.facebook.com/trinitylcstillwater).
With traditional worship shifting to 9 a.m., there is one important thing to note. 
That being that we will be starting worship on time at 9 a.m. sharp. As advertised. 
Truly, one of the main motivators of moving worship to the top of the hour is that 
many worshippers were not ready to begin at 8:45 a.m., so we often found ourselves 
starting late. Still plan to arrive at 8:45 a.m. to enjoy the prelude which helps center 
and ground us for worship.
There are some other things you may notice this fall. We will now only be having 
baptisms once a month on the second Sunday and children’s messages will be 
peppered throughout the program year as opposed to every Sunday. Of course, you 
may know that Andrew Kreye will be Trinity’s new Contemporary Band Leader 
leading music most Sundays at 11 a.m. Communion servers will be serving musi-
cians before the congregation and not at the end. These are all changes that we hope 
help keep worship at Trinity feeling fresh and well-intentioned.
One last thing I’d like to highlight are our handful of Sundays with just one worship 
service at 10 a.m. We think these Sundays are wonderful opportunities for our 
entire congregation to worship together as one body of Christ. These Sundays are:
• Sunday, Sept. 10 – TrinityFEST
• Sunday, Dec. 17 – Children’s Christmas Program
• Sunday, Dec. 25 – Christmas Morning Worship
• Sunday, Dec. 31 – Lessons & Carols
• Sunday, Feb. 11 – Drive-INDOORS Worship
• Sunday, March 24 – Palm Sunday Worship at the historic Lift Bridge in down-

town Stillwater
I look forward to another fantastic year of worship and music with you at Trinity!

Calling All 
Musicians
Wanna experience worship in a 
more meaningful way? Lift your 
voice or instrument! To get plugged 
in, contact Clark Weyrauch at 
cweyrauch@trinitylc.org.

Trinity Choir – Choir rehearses most 
Wednesday evenings during the 
program year from 7-8:30 p.m. and 
sings most Sundays as well. While 
regular commitment to rehearsal and 
worship is preferred, ask anyone in the 
choir—people DO miss rehearsals and 
Sunday mornings all the time—even Jeff 
Anderson will disappear for weeks! No 
audition is needed to join the choir, just a 
willingness to learn and have fun. And… 
they are pretty dang good!

Trinity Brass – That’s right. We have 
assembled. I’m currently looking for 
more brass players! The brass are going 
to play about six times this year with just 
one rehearsal leading up to each time we 
play. Do you want to join? If you haven’t 
played in awhile, we can work your chops 
back slowly. 

Trinity Worship Band – Band rehearses 
Thursday nights from 7-8:30 p.m. and 
leads worship at 11 a.m. almost every 
Sunday. It’s a fun collaborative group! 
We are always looking for singers and 
instrumentalists to join. Players typically 
play 1-2 times a month unless you’re Jim 
Brown or Monty Lysne. Those guys are 
there almost every week!

https://trinitylc
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylcstillwater
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylcstillwater
mailto:cweyrauch@trinitylc.org
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A Few Notes on TrinityFEST
Shobi’s Table Food Truck will be 
providing made-to-order burritos. Their 
mission reads as follows: Shobi’s Table is 
a kitchen-based community who works 
together towards daily and sustainable 
justice, mercy and love made edible and 
available to everyone. Learn more at: 
https://shobistable.org/what-we-do/

Trinity’s Sunshine Ministry will be selling 
embroidered dish towels for $6 each and 
dish cloths  for $1.50 each. Sales support 
this ministry where a flower is sent to 
members on milestone birthdays at age 
80, 85, 90 and every year thereafter. It’s 
helpful to bring cash, thank you.

TRINITY CONCERT SERIES:
September Collaboration Concert
Saturday, Sept. 30 at 7 pm in the 
Trinity Worship Center
A special Collaboration Concert featuring 
Valley Chamber Chorale, Music St. Croix, 
and the St. Croix Jazz Orchestra. This free 
concert is always a highlight to the start 
of the concert series. More information 
at: https://valleychamberchorale.org/
performances-new

You’re invited to the 8th 
annual TrinityFEST featuring 
awesome worship and music 
indoors in the Worship Center. 
Followed by a festival outdoors 
on the Trinity Green Space.

Scan QR code with your 
smartphone camera for more 
information.

2023

Sunday, Sept. 10
Worship indoors at  10 a.m.

Festival outdoors at  11 a.m.

Trinity Choir   •   Children’s Choir   •   Trinity Brass   •   Food Truck
Ministry Fair   •   Vaccination Tent   •  New Playground  
ArtReach St. Croix Mobile Art Gallery   •   Much More!

Sunday morning worship helpers—
new system starting this fall!
Beginning Sunday, Sept. 17, we are going 
to a new, self-serve system of ushering 
and greeting…in an effort to make 
helping out at Trinity on Sunday morn-
ings easy, flexible and family friendly!

At the usher station in the narthex, there 
will be lanyards with the words USHER 
and GREETER on them, prominently 
displayed in a stand, with simple instruc-
tions on the back. 

If you wish to greet or usher on any given 
Sunday, arrive 20 minutes before the 
service begins (service times will be 9 
and 11 a.m.) then grab and put on the 
corresponding name tag, and follow the 
instructions. Once the lanyards are gone, 
this is the signal that the jobs have been 
filled. Easy peasy! Return the lanyards 
to the station after you have completed 
your greeting or ushering duties.

Eric Trosdahl, Sharon Longnecker and 
Jana Collyard, usher and greeter coaches, 
will be on hand to help guide you.

https://shobistable.org/what-we-do/
https://valleychamberchorale.org/performances-new
https://valleychamberchorale.org/performances-new
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LIFELONG FAITH 
FORMATION

Peacemakers in the Beatitudes 
with Kristofer Phan Coffman 
Sundays, Sept. 17 & 24 
10 a.m. in the Garden Room
Kristofer Phan Coffman is Assistant 
Professor of New Testament at Luther 
Seminary and a Ph.D. student in the 
Department of Classical and Near Eastern 
Religion and Cultures at the University 
of Minnesota, Twin Cities. He is currently 
finishing his dissertation which focuses on 
the Gospels of Matthew and Mark and the 
ways in which their authors use agricul-
tural imagery to describe the coming 
kingdom of God and Jesus as the Messiah 
who ushers that kingdom in.

Kristofer brings his own experience as a first generation Cambodian-American to 
his readings of the biblical text in an effort to help readers reframe their reading of 
ancient texts as a cross-cultural interaction, hoping to build skills both for the reading 
of the biblical text as well as the modern task of relating to people from cultures 
different than their own. Upon completion of his degree, Kristofer will become, to the 
best of his knowledge, the first Cambodian to receive a doctoral degree in any aspect 
of biblical studies.

In addition to his work in the New Testament, Kristofer writes on food, farming and 
sustainability for the Preserve Journal, an independent print publication dedicated 
to the exploration of a more sustainable, 
resilient and responsible food culture.

The 1619 Project: American 
Origins and the Meaning of 
History with Chris Gehrz
Sundays, Oct. 8 & 15 
10 a.m. in the Garden Room
Back by popular demand, Professor Chris 
Gehrz will talk about how we understand 
American history in light of the ongoing 
trauma of slavery, Civil Rights, George 
Floyd’s murder in Minneapolis and the 
shared teaching around these topics.

Adult Faith Lab (Formerly Big 
Kid Confirmation)
Wednesday Evenings 
6:30-7:45 pm | Living Room
Following Dinner Church (see back 
cover), we will convene in the Living 
Room (on the lower level next to 
the Library) to explore the Bible, 
Lutheranism, what it means to live 
in the world as a person of faith, and 
contemporary questions. This is for all 
adults who are curious and interested in 
growing in faith, building relationships, 
and considering some hard questions.

We will begin this fall with ”Intro to 
the Old Testament”—with all of it’s 
complexity, apparent contradiction, 
challenging laws, conflicted characters, 
and sordid stories! And where we meet a 
God who is eternally faithful.

We will gather for learning whenever 
Middle School Confirmation meets. No 
need to sign up but if you wish to let 
Pastor Chris know you’re coming, she can 
expect you! cbellefeuille@tirnitylc.org

10 a.m.  |  Garden Room

Read more at : https://trinitylc.org/learning/adult/adult-ed/

mailto:cbellefeuille@tirnitylc.org
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children & family  
FAITH FORMATION NOTES

First Dinner Church &  
Fall Preview Night 
Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 5:30 pm
See back cover for more information.

CHILDREN & FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
Pre-K (age 4) – Grade 5

WEDNESDAYS: We’re moving! Faith 
Formation for ages 4 to Grade 5 will be 
offered on Wednesdays before Dinner 
Church this year. Children will gather 
from 5:15-5:55 p.m. in the Narthex for 
Faith Lab. The Gym will be open for play 
supervised by parents and caregivers, 
and Youth Room will be available 
for homework or quiet time.) Begins 
Wednesday, Sept. 13 (see back cover for 
Dinner Church details). To learn more 
about Faith Lab, head to our website: 
https://trinitylc.org/learning/children/
elementary/

SUNDAYS: Supervised Open Gym for 
children (caregivers can stay in Gym for 
coffee and fellowship or attend Sunday 
Faith Forum. Begins Sunday, Sept. 17.

Questions? Contact Sarah Olson at 
solson@trinitylc.org.

MIDDLE SCHOOL CONFIRMATION
Grades 6/7/8

Wednesdays
Dinner Church at 5:30 pm
Confirmation at 6:30 – 7:45 pm
Garden Room

Faith Formation Preview on Wednesday, 
Sept. 13. Weekly programming begins 
Wednesday, Sept. 20

For more information, 
visit: https://trinitylc.
org/middle-school/ 

Scan the QR code 
with your smartphone 
camera to register.

9TH GRADE CONFIRMATION
Current 9th graders celebrate 
Confirmation Day on Oct. 29, 2023

For more information, 
visit: https://trinitylc.
org/learning/youth/
confirmation/ 

Scan the QR code 
with your smartphone 
camera to register.

Thanks for coming to play! Several 
families enjoyed Trinity's new playground 
location last month at our Meet & Play 
event for Birth to Age 3 families.

Questions? Contact Monty Lysne at 
mlysne@trinitylc.org.

Trinity Children’s Choir
Singers in K-Grade 5
Rehearsals Wednesdays 
4:30-5:15 pm in the Chapel
Begins Sept. 13!
Welcome all interested singers in 
kindergarten through Grade 5! We 
would love to have you join us this 
year in the Trinity Children's Choir. 
We rehearse on Wednesdays begin-
ning Sept. 13 from 4:30-5:15 p.m. 
and sing in church once a month. 
We alternate between the 9 and 
11 a.m. worship services, sharing our 
talents with the congregation as we 
participate as worship leaders. To 
sign up please contact Sonia Esch at 
wisokiwi@msn.com.

https://trinitylc.org/learning/children/
mailto:solson@trinitylc.org
https://trinitylc
https://trinitylc
mailto:mlysne@trinitylc.org
mailto:wisokiwi@msn.com
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Submitted by Michele Hermansen | 
Outreach Missions Team

Many of us have participated in the 
excitement, possibly apprehension, and 
felt or helped with the increased cost of 
getting kids ready for school this fall.

At this time each year, the Outreach 
Missions Team is also preparing for 
Trinity’s annual commitment to 
scholarships for secondary school 
for our partner Mwatasi, Tanzania 
congregation students and for some post-
secondary scholarships.

Each year through gifts to our Outreach 
Missions program, Trinity provides 
secondary scholarships (equivalent to 
our junior high schools) to about 25 
students from our partner congregation 
in Mwatasi to complete their six-year 
education at a boarding school. Most of 
our scholarship recipients are from single 
parent households or are orphans being 
raised by grandparents or aunts and 
uncles with other children who do not 
have the necessary funds for their school 
fees. They are chosen by the Mwatasi 
church based on need. Scholarships 
vary by individual and average $450 
per student per year. We also normally 
provide three post-secondary schol-
arships chosen from candidates 
diocese-wide that average $1,300 per 
student per year.

I have written before that I understand 
the problems in the world are complex, 
but I believe foundational solutions must 
include education.

Our family has been committed to this 
scholarship program since 2006. I’d like 
to share part of our story.

In May 2006 Chris Catlin, Tom Thiets 
and I travelled to the Iringa Diocese on 
a reconnaissance trip to help the village 
of Mwatasi with some management and 
maintenance aspects from the October 
2005 water system installation and 
plan for next steps. During that trip, we 
stopped at the nearby and fairly-new 
Bomalang’ombe Secondary School. I was 
conscious of my unusual status as the 
only female travelling with two American 
men, a male driver and a male represen-
tative of the diocese, and had decided to 
keep a low profile.

Picture this: all faculty and enrolled 
students are gathered in the school 
courtyard facing the five “esteemed 
guests.” Songs were sung by the 
students, introductions of the head-
master and key individuals on the faculty 
were made and our group was asked 
for introductions and a few words. After 
introductions in which I gave only my 
name, others introduced themselves at 
more length, talked a bit, and our group 
was ready for a tour of the school.

Something unexpected (The Holy Spirit!) 
made me take one step forward and 
say, with no thought or preparation of 
my own, “I have something else to say. 
I am married and a mother of two girls, 
ages 24 and 22, and I would like to talk 
especially to the girls here today. I have a 
university degree and I have always had 
a job outside the home. I want to talk to 
you girls today about how important it 
is to stay in school and get an education. 
I know it is not going to be easy, and on 
those days when it's really hard, please 
remember that you are strong and you 
can do this. Only girls are strong enough 
to carry 5 gallons of water on their heads 
and walk up a hill without falling, no 
matter what the weather, no matter how 
they are feeling physically that day. That 
takes real strength and courage. Don’t 
let anyone tell you that you’re not strong 
or that you’re not smart enough to do 
something. If they say that, they may be 
just afraid of how strong or how smart 
you really are.

“Our first-born daughter graduated 
university with degrees in physics and 
chemistry and she works in a laboratory. 
She is also getting her master’s degree. 
A few days before we left on this trip 
our second-born daughter graduated 
university with her degree in animal 
science and she is going on for four 
more years to become a veterinarian, an 
animal doctor.

OUTREACH 
MISSIONS

Tanzania 
Scholarships 
(and a Holy 
Spirit Moment)

- continued on next page -
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“I know there are many challenges for 
you to continue your education. Please 
do not let anyone pressure you to marry 
instead of completing secondary school. 
It is important for you to get an educa-
tion so you can take care of yourself and 
others in your family. Just remember 
that you are strong and you can do this. 
Thank you for listening.”

I stepped back in line with the men and 
there was a second of silence. I really 
didn’t know in that moment what had 
happened and where those words had 
come from. Then chaos erupted and I 
was mobbed—by the girls, boys, head-
master, teachers, everyone. The biggest 
question was “when could they meet 
my girls—when could they come to 
the school?”

Not thinking in the ways of the Holy 
Spirit, my internal reaction was that 
their lives would never allow them to 
travel there. Jacci came while she was in 
vet school in June 2008 with a group of 
adults and college students from Trinity 
to do construction work at the Boma 
school. Kristi’s career is in medical device 
engineering, and she was able to assist 
with the science curriculum in November 
2009. When Jacci told us in 2013 that she 
was pregnant with our first grandchild, 
and I immediately realized that the 
grandchild would be born while I was 
in Arusha, Tanzania, her reaction was, 
“That’s okay mom, I totally understand.” 
And she did. Once again, the Holy Spirit 
provided unforgettable connection and 
wonder across the continents.

These Mwatasi kids don’t get the same 
chance at an education that our kids do. 
The leg up in life that we can provide for 
them for $450 per year is indescribable. 
The scholarships are carefully admin-
istered by a team of great people in 
Tanzania with the assistance of U.S. folks 
from the BKB partnership team.

I believe education can change the 
future of the world, the world of our 
children’s future.

If you decide to join our family in making 
a Tanzania scholarship contribution 
in any amount, please do so in the 
following manner:

If by check, payable to Trinity with a nota-
tion in the memo line: TZ Scholarship. If 
online, select General Giving first, then in 
the “Note” area type: TZ Scholarship.

If you’d like a Tanzanian gift card to honor 
someone with this gift for Christmas 
or another special day, please email 
michele2255@gmail.com and provide 
your name and address with this request.

TANZTANZANIAANIA trip  trip 
moved to 2024moved to 2024
Did you toy with the idea of traveling 
to meet new friends in our partner 
congregation of Mwatasi Tanzania when 
it was announced earlier this year but 
it just wouldn’t work in your schedule? 
Now you still have time!

The trip has been postponed to late 
September or early October 2024 due to 
scheduling issues.

As previously communicated, the trip 
will be 14 days with a projected cost of 
$5,100. Our timeline for commitments 
is going to be earlier in 2024 so we can 
lock in good travel arrangements. All fees 
will be paid to and managed through 
Trinity. The first commitment deposit of 
$200 will be due January 31. The second 
payment of $2,600 will be due March 15 
to hold airfare.

The trip will center around spending 
significant time living in the village of 
Mwatasi with our partner congregation, 
experiencing what the people of 
Tanzania can teach us. Walking alongside 
the pastor and various church members 
will allow us to see and learn about their 
strengths, challenges, goals, and breadth 
of their ministry. We will meet with 
members of Iringa Hope who belong 
to the SACCOS (savings & loan) and/or 
AMCOS agricultural cooperative and see/
hear about the resulting changes in their 
lives. While in Mwatasi, we will do some 
assessment of village water system status 
and meet with village leaders regarding 
plans and priorities for its sustainability, 
in conjunction with St. Paul Partners.

Visits are planned to two secondary 
schools to connect with students and 
see what education and scholarships 
mean to them, as well as their goals and 
challenges. Additionally, before going to 
the village we will be introduced to some 
of the other NGOs that serve villages in 
the area.

The trip will end with one full day and 
two nights in Ruaha National Park where 
we will have opportunity to see some 
of the animals that Tanzania and Africa 
are known for, on safari drives. This 
will give travelers the chance to begin 
processing what we have seen, as well 
as to experience the Africa many people 
see when they travel.

Some people have asked whether we will 
go to Arusha to see the medical missions 
led by Dr. Mark and Linda Jacobson. 
That hasn’t been planned in this trip, 
and recognize that things aren’t the 
same now that Mark and Linda are no 
longer there. However, there is a lot to 
see and the ministries are impactful. If 
it is the desire of the travel team to also 
see Arusha as we did on the 2018 trip, 
we are open to considering how to make 
that work.

Your trip leader is Michele Hermansen, 
assisted by Mike Johnson. Please contact 
either one of us to let us know of your 
interest or questions. We’d love to have 
you join us!

Michele Hermansen  
michele2255@gmail.com  
612-868-2255
Mike Johnson 
mjohnson@wartburgseminary.edu 
651-470-5882

mailto:michele2255@gmail.com
mailto:michele2255@gmail.com
mailto:mjohnson@wartburgseminary.edu
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God’s Work, Our Hands
Submitted by Marie Liberda | Outreach Missions Team Lead

God’s Work, Our Hands is celebrating ten years this September. This is an ELCA 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) project that offers us opportunities to 
serve others as a churchwide effort. As the ELCA website says: “Service activi-
ties offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as 
Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily 
calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in 
God’s grace.”
We at Trinity need a person who is willing to coordinate this event each year—
one event in September. This year the Outreach Missions Team has not been able 
to find a volunteer. Please help us. You’ve got a whole year to coordinate and 
we’ll help! Pray for guidance and a willingness to accept this challenge. Talk 
to a member of the Outreach Missions Team about your desire to help. Contact 
Marie Liberda at mbvgro@gmail.com.
Pray this song, written for our response to the world:
God’s Work, Our Hands

God’s work, our hands: working together, building a future, repairing the world, 
raising up homes, planting new gardens, feeding the hungry and shelt’ring the cold.

Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name, sharing the good news of 
your Gospel.

God’s work, our feet: trav’ling together, following Jesus to places unknown, walking 
as friends, marching for freedom, running the race with God’s future the goal.

Bless, God, our feet as we follow your way, sharing the good news of your Gospel.

God’s work, our voice: singing together, praising, proclaiming to all who will hear, 
praying for peace, shouting for justice, claiming God’s love for the lost and the least.

Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name, sharing the good news of 
your Gospel.

God is at work in and around us: seedlings are sprouting and bread’s on the 
rise! Washed and set free, humbled and honored, gifted by grace, we respond in 
God’s love.

Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call, sharing the good news of your Gospel.
Text: Wayne L. Wold Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress.

HSAT UPDATE: 
Washington County 
Emergency Housing Project
Submitted by John Hodler | Outreach 
Missions Team 

Yes, the project is very much alive! 
Many of you have actively supported 
efforts to create a Washington County 
Emergency Transitional Housing 
facility that bridges a critical gap, 
providing temporary housing solu-
tions for those working towards 
permanent housing.
The good news is: during the last 
few months there has been a great 
amount of behind-the-scenes activity 
pushing this project forward. A new 
emergency transitional housing 
facility to be located near the County 
Government Center is being consid-
ered, thanks to Washington County's 
efforts. This will be a new “Emergency 
Housing Services building” that 
requires the completion of design 
work and approval for a conditional 
use permit (CUP) before construction 
can begin.
Currently, pending the final design, 
the Stillwater City Council fully 
supports this important initiative, a 
testament to our city's commitment 
to providing a helping hand to those 
in need.

Last Sunday Supper
Sunday, Sept. 24  at 5 pm 
Served next door at Ascension Episcopal 
Church Fellowship Hall, Last Sunday 
Supper is a FREE, delicious, home-cooked 
community dinner for people of all ages 
who live in the St. Croix Valley area. 
Everyone is invited! Please help this 
tradition to continue, join in fellowship. 
Last Sunday Supper is provided as a 
partnership between three local faith 
communities: Ascension Episcopal 
Church, First Presbyterian Church and 
Trinity Lutheran Church. To volunteer, 
please contact Josh Longnecker at 
651-263-6803. 

Last
Sunday
Supper

Quilt note cards on sale at TrintiyFEST! 
These beautiful note cards feature quilts 
made by Trinity’s Quilting Ministry Team. 
Cards come in bundles of 7 for $10 with 
three unique sets. One hundred percent 
of funds raised go to Trinity’s Outreach 
Missions general fund. Bring joy to 
another as you write them a note!

mailto:mbvgro@gmail.com


WORSHIP ON TV
Watch Sunday Worship on local 
channel 14 through Valley Access 
Sunday at 11 a.m. (week delay)
Sunday  at 7 p.m.
Monday at 7 a.m. & 1 p.m.

Because God

first loved us,

we live as Jesus in the world, 

loving God and 
loving neighbor.

CORE VALUES 
Engaging Worship
Radical Hospitality
Authentic Community
Lifelong Faith Formation
Compassionate Action

Read our welcome statement at: https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/

• To family and friends of  
Sharon Germain

• To family and friends of  
Don Lobitz

• To family and friends of  
Gloris Swager

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
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• Brooks David Pallas, son of 
Steven & Courtney Pallas

BAPTISM

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open the 
following hours or by appointment.
Monday–Thursday | 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Sunday, July 23
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 65
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 59
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 130
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 166
Sunday, July 30
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 90
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 77
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 150
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 202
Sunday, August 6
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 85
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 72
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 151
In-person Drive-in 10 am ___ 105* 
* Moved indoors due to forecast of rain

Sunday, August 13
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 57
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 69
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 131
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 162
NOTE: Online views in one week are one-
minute or longer views.

YOUR RACIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY TEAM: 

Honoring Dr. Will Antell 
Former Stillwater teacher and coach 
Will Antell was honored on July 18 
with the Stillwater Human Rights 
Award, given annually to recognize 
those in the city who work to “build 
an environment that promotes fair 
and equal treatment for everyone.” A 
reception in Antell’s honor followed at 
the Lowell Inn Event Center hosted by 
Trinity’s Racial Justice Ministry Team, 
with special thanks to team member 
Ann Wolff.
Widely regarded as an authority on 
Indian education and desegregation, 
Antell, a member of the White Earth 
Band of Anishinaabe Indians, helped 
guide policy for American Indian 
education at the state and federal levels.
Gov. Walz declared July 18 as 
Dr. Will Antell Day in Minnesota. 
Read the letter from Patina Park, 
Executive Director of Tribal Affairs, 
Office of Governor Walz and 
Lt. Governor Flanagan at https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/
racial-justice/.
Both the award presentation and the 
program are available to watch on local 
cable VAC-TV channel 15 on Thursdays 
at 1:05 p.m. and Sundays at 5:10 p.m. A 
DVD is also available for purchase at 
https://www.vactv.org/store.

To read more about the recent efforts 
of the Racial Justice Ministry Team, 
see the blog post from our Saint Paul 
Area Synod at: https://spas-elca.org/
lifting-up-native-voices/

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
mailto:info@trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/
https://www.vactv.org/store
https://spas-elca.org/
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First Dinner Church & Fall Preview Night 
Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 5:30 pm
Dinner church is for EVERYONE—not just for a mix of families of 
different ages—but also a great time for singles, couples, and 
friends to join in the Body of Christ at Trinity! Dinner is served at 
5:30 p.m. with worship from 6-6:30 p.m.—all in the Garden Room. 
Then families stay for a preview of Faith Formation opportunities 
for ages 4 through Grade 8. 

First Wednesday of Programming 
Wednesday, Sept. 20
See the schedule at right.

WEDNESDAY EVENING SCHEDULE
4:30-5:15 p.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal 
(Kindergarten-Grade 5) – Chapel

5:15-5:55 p.m. Children’s Faith Lab (faith formation 
for Ages 4-Grade 5) – Narthex 
(Gym open for play supervised by parents and 
caregivers, and Youth Room available for homework or 
quiet time.)

5:30 p.m. Meal Service Begins (catered by local favs 
with suggested donation) – Garden Room 
(Families with children in Faith Lab and staying for 
Dinner Church should grab food during this time for 
the whole family.)

6-6:30 p.m. Dinner Church  (eat together, worship 
together) – Garden Room

6:30-7:45 p.m. Break into Small Groups:
• Middle School Confirmation (Grades 6-8)
• Adult Faith Lab (Formerly Big Kid Confirmation)
• Affinity Group Sessions (Elementary School Age)
• Supervised Play in the Gym for younger children

God is calling us 
back to the table. 


