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Because God first loved us, we live as Jesus in the world.

Jesus pressed them, “And how about you? Who do you say I am?” 
Simon Peter said, “You’re the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” Jesus came back, “God bless you, Simon, son of Jonah! You didn’t 
get that answer out of books or from teachers. My Father in heaven, 
God himself, let you in on this secret of who I really am. And now I’m 
going to tell you who you are, really are. You are Peter, a rock. This is 
the rock on which I will put together my church, a church so expansive 
with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out.” 
– Matthew 16:15-18 (MSG)

PHOTOS: Puerto Rico high school mission 
trip, more photos on page 12

http://www.trinitylc.org
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Jesus said, “You are Peter, and on this 
rock, I will build MY church.”
Are we confused about who Jesus is? 
About who we are?
In a recent conversation, some leaders 
were asked about their church (not 
Trinity!): “What would your commu-
nity miss if the bishop said, ‘Thanks 
for a good run, but you’re done. Time 
to split up and join other churches.’?”
The leaders were quiet for a long 
time, until one of them finally said, 
“Well, the Boy Scouts would miss our 
building. In fact, a lot of community 
organizations would miss having a 
place to meet. And people love to get 
married here.”
It’s easy to get muddled about what it 
is we are up to. Being a rental venue 
is certainly good stewardship of a 
building. And can be an important 
source of extra income. But is it what 
Jesus had in mind when he built 
his church? I mean, if a convenient 
venue is the main thing a community 
would miss, is a church living out its 
unique purpose of sharing the good 
news of God’s love, forgiveness, and 
belonging?
As Jesus moves across the countryside, 
people are confused about who he 
is, saying that he is John the Baptist, 
Elijah, Jeremiah. Their confusion is, in 
part, because he is a person unlike any 
other. He preaches such strange, good 
news, he tells hard stories, he tussles 
with religious leaders, he heals, and he 
can feed thousands with a single word 
of blessing. Who is this guy?!

Peter is kind of, mostly getting the 
idea, saying: “You are the Messiah, the 
son of the living God!” Jesus credits 
God alone for Peter’s clarity. And then 
says: “You are Peter, and on this rock, I 
will build my church!”
It’s a lot of pressure for one fisherman. 
But it’s good news for us!
Why? Because it means that the 
church is built upon those that kind 
of, mostly get it. Perfection isn’t the 
goal and never has been. We kind of, 
mostly trust that Jesus the revelation 
of God’s with-ness, solidarity, radical 
welcome, gathering in that which has 
been scattered. We kind of, mostly 
get that God is love and wills for a 
harmony in all creation that includes 
us. We kind of, mostly get that our 
work is to be Jesus in the world. We 
kind of, mostly get that we are more 
than a building, that we are beyond 
a building, no matter how beautiful, 
useful, or historic. 
Jesus’ proclamation to Peter is also 
good news for us in that we, too, have 
an identity given us by Jesus. We 
talk about this all the time. We are the 
Spirit-breathed, living body of Jesus, 
the church built on the rock: being 
with, offering solidarity, welcoming, 
and gathering in all who feel scat-
tered in any way. It’s not arrogance. 
It’s not a God-complex ego trip. It is 
knowing and living courageously just 
as God made us: a beloved community 
created for the purpose of justice, 
peace, kindness, service, and love. 

On This Rock, I Will Build My Church
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Trinity, let’s courageously ask 
ourselves: “What would the commu-
nity miss if Trinity had to close its 
doors?” I am confident that you can 
name more than a few rich and mean-
ingful things that our community 
would miss if we closed our doors. 
The ability to do so is only possible 
when we are clear about what it means 
to be the church and follow Jesus. 
I’m not sure Jesus imagined a bluff 
side church in a river town 6,000 
miles away from where he and Peter 
set this whole enterprise in motion. 
I’m sure he didn’t imagine electricity, 
EVs, drive-in theaters, Wi-Fi, or 
live-streaming worship. But he did 
imagine a community where children 
are welcome even at the important 
stuff and where all human beings 
are valued. He certainly imagined a 
community that learns to honor the 
First People, seeks to house those 
experiencing homelessness, challenges 
civic and religious leaders to do better, 
partners with neighbors, amplifies 
the voices of those who have been 
silenced, and courageously stands 
against hate. All things Trinity faith-
fully endeavors to do.
Sure, we have lots to learn, stuff we 
don’t get quite right, times we miss the 
mark. Remember, God made us “tov,” 
not perfect. Jesus built his church on 
the imperfect and built his church in 
confidence, nevertheless. So, we can 
live in confidence and clarity, too. 
Together on the rock!

Pastor Chris
P.S. I really do want to hear your 
answers to that question!
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Last  Chance to Stuff the Bus
Backpack Collection Ends Aug. 6
By Kristie Anderson, Coordinator

You’re invited to join the Backpack Brigade! Dorcas Circle has already donated 25 
large, beautiful, sturdy backpacks. Just think of the joy and relief and fun that 25 
Stillwater area students will experience when they pick up their school supplies.

You can participate in several ways. Choose what works best for you!

1. Purchase a large, sturdy backpack. Drop it off with your name attached either at 
Trinity or at drive-in worship. You may also drop it off at Community Thread at 
2300 Orleans Street West in Stillwater. Tell them it’s from Trinity and then contact 
Kristie Anderson (via email at jkjsa@hotmail.com or text/phone at 651-439-9133) 
so our records are complete! Thank you!

2. Send a check to Trinity. Please indicate BACKPACK DRIVE in the memo line. It’s 
fun to shop using collected funds from many people; we will gladly do it. Or, new 
this year! Donate online by scanning the QR code below with your smartphone 
camera or visit: https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/
e355b3f4-fc23-4538-8238-b5d97420f3fc

3. You can also send checks or donate online directly to Community Thread/
backpack drive. See address above. Please indicate your Trinity connection AND 
let our coordinator know of your generosity—thanks! (jkjsa@hotmail.com or 
651-439-9133.)

Community Thread is the umbrella organization which organizes this community-
wide school supply drive. Friends of Trinity participate by purchasing new backpacks. 
Then a small cadre of worker bees deliver and distribute bags of supplies right into 
the hands of our neighbors who live at Cimarron. It’s hard to capture the feelings on 
distribution day. Kids are so excited! Their joy is completely contagious! Who wouldn’t 
want to participate in helping create joyful hearts within these kids?!

Trinity people are heart-connected with the families living in this lower-income 
housing development in Lake Elmo. All these families need to do is register their 
names with Community Thread and volunteers do the rest. We become that solid rock 
with energy to spread to our own community members. The families then share their 
joy and relief at knowing the burden of returning back to school is 
shared by neighbors who see them and hear them. Let me know 
if you’d like to help with distribution on Monday, Aug. 21. It’s really 
tons of fun!

Thanks for choosing to participate! Thanks for your generosity! 
Thanks for being the church, for walking alongside our neighbors 
right here, and for sharing God’s grace! Thanks be to God for you!

You can also 
volunteer your time! 
Starting Aug. 7, volunteers stuff each bag 
with needed school supplies, this year 
using only four consolidated supply lists. 
A small cadre of Trinity people transport, 
organize and distribute these beautiful 
backpacks right into the excited hands 
of the Cimarron students on Aug. 21. 
Cimarron is a lower-income housing 
area right in Lake Elmo and is part of the 
Stillwater Area School District. 

Distribution day is so exciting because 
we meet the families, students and 
teachers. We share ice cream with 
stories of hope and gratitude, just by 
acknowledging the reality that going 
back to school is expensive. And we, both 
Trinity and the larger area community, 
join together as neighbors who care.

Contact Kristie Anderson at 
jkjsa@hotmail.com or 651-439-9133.

OUTREACH 
MISSIONS

mailto:jkjsa@hotmail.com
https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/
mailto:jkjsa@hotmail.com
mailto:jkjsa@hotmail.com
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GIFTS  
MANAGEMENT

FINANCIAL NOTES June 2023 
Submitted by Jeff Anderson | Treasurer

As of June 30, 2023 Trinity completed 83% of our fiscal year.  The summary report, above, shows amounts for income and expense 
during the first ten months of Fiscal Year 2023 and Fiscal Year 2022.

The summary information for Trinity’s Long Term Debt covers the past 12 month period.

For the ten month period, our contribution income is tracking below budgeted goals, and operating expenses have held steady 
at budgeted levels. In recent years, our contributors have responded to encouragement to catch up on their pledges as our fiscal 
year end approached. We are hoping this year that the year-to-date shortfall (as presented above) will be greatly reduced (or, even 
better, “eliminated”!) before August 31, 2023.
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Stewardship is an Invitation
By Sarah Kinsman | Parish Administrator | skinsman@trinitylc.org

“You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every 
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”  
– 2 Corinthians 9:11

Greetings, Trinity!

One of my passions is stewardship. Stewardship encompasses much more 
than the generation of revenue. It is that invitation to each of us to support our 
church in all ways possible. Stewardship is not only a way to give back to the 
parish, it also is the best way to become involved, to meet people, and to feel a 
part of a community.

Recently, I was asked in a Council meeting about the giving here at Trinity. This 
is the third denomination that I have served as a parish administrator. Again, 
Wow! God is good… you are blessed with so many givers here at Trinity! I am 
impressed with the strength of your giving and I wanted to thank you for your 
generous response to our appeal for the mid-summer budget shortfall.

It is my goal and the goal of parish leadership to be good stewards of your 
gifts. In the next few months, I will be working with the Finance Team on the 
next fiscal year budget, and working with the Stewardship Team to illustrate 
where your financial gifts are being allocated.

Thank you for all you do to continue to make Trinity a healthy, vital, and viable 
community of faith!

https://trinitylc.org/giving/

THE NEXT 150 YEARS
UPDATE: Three-Year Comprehensive Campaign
Submitted by Jeff Anderson | Comprehensive Campaign Resource Coordinator 

Through the end of June, 2023 pledges have been received totalling 
$1,925,709.

Contributions to date total $575,539. This represents approximately 30% of 
total pledged.

Pledges are still being accepted and contributions continue to be received.

Contributions received to date have already been applied to significant 
debt reduction as well as to drive-in facility improvements and to mission 
accompaniment. 

If you are interested in making a pledge, scan the QR code at 
right with your smartphone camera or visit: https://trinitylc.
org/welcome/comprehensive-campaign/. If you prefer or need 
assistance, contact our Financial Secretary, Eric Trosdahl at 
etrosdahl@trinitylc.org.

Thank you 
for your 
response!
Our campaign consultant, 
Steve Olson, doesn’t talk much about 
giving. He talks about responding. 
That means, what we give financially 
to support our shared ministries is our 
response to all that God has done for 
us. We let you know, a few weeks ago, 
by several means, that our pledge 
fulfillment was off by a good measure 
as we come to the end of our fiscal 
year on Aug. 31. And you responded!

Thank you to everyone who got 
caught up on pledges, sent in your 
annual gift, gave extra, gave early—
just gave! It has made a difference 
and alleviated a great deal of stress. 
We still have a little way to go, so if 
you haven’t had a chance to catch up 
on your pledge or to give what you 
planned this year, there is still time. 

Please take a moment to check 
that you are current on your 
giving or make an additional gift 
to help meet Trinity’s financial 
obligations. To check the status 
of your pledge, contact our 
Financial Secretary Eric Trosdahl 
at etrosdahl@trinitylc.org or 
651-323-1311. To give now, visit 
https://trinitylc.org/giving/

Again, on behalf of our council, 
stewardship team and staff—
thank you!

mailto:skinsman@trinitylc.org
https://trinitylc.org/giving/
https://trinitylc
mailto:etrosdahl@trinitylc.org
mailto:etrosdahl@trinitylc.org
https://trinitylc.org/giving/
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Aug. 6 – Celebrating Pride 
(also at 8:45 a.m. indoor worship at Trinity) 

Aug. 13 – Blessing of the Animals

Aug. 20 – Walk/Run/Bike Sunday

1010  amam

Please note the following Special 
Feature Sundays at drive-in worship!
Aug. 6 – Celebrating Pride 
We celebrate Pride on the first Sunday 
in August alongside Stillwater’s Pride 
Weekend. Let’s honor the lives and 
ministry of LGBTQIA+ people, and 
diversity in our faith community and 
beyond as an openly welcoming and 
affirming church! (At both the 8:45 
a.m. and 10 a.m. services.)
Aug. 13 – Blessing of the Animals 
All well-behaved and leashed pets are 
welcome to receive a special blessing 
during worship!
Aug. 20 – Walk/Run/Bike Sunday 
Worshippers are invited to walk, run 
or bike to worship. We’ll have water, 
extra chairs and blankets for those 
who make the car-less trek. Look for 
an “aid station” at the top of the hill 
with refreshments, popsicles, and 
even a cheer section. To walk as a 
group, meet in the Trinity parking lot 
at 9 a.m. to make the 1.5-mile jaunt 
to the drive-in. Or make the journey 
from your home!

Summer Sunday Worship
Summer schedule is in place now through Sunday, Sept. 3 (Labor Day weekend).
8:45 a.m. — Indoors in our Worship Center  
Indoor worship at 8:45 a.m. at Trinity. This service is available online on our website 
at: https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/worship/online-worship/ and livestream on 
Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/trinitylcstillwater/
10 a.m. — Outdoors at the Drive-in, Houlton, WI  
Worship from your car or lawn chair. Every Sunday through Labor Day weekend. 
Read more at: https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/worship/drive-in-summer-worship/

A Note from Carol Carver, Organist

Music on Pride Sunday
On Sunday, Aug. 6 we are celebrating Pride Sunday as part of Stillwater Pride!
In honor of this celebration, at the 8:45 a.m. worship service, I will play all music by 
LGBTQIA+ composers. This is an easy task—there are a plethora of composers who 
are LGBTQIA+. Here are just a few from history: Benjamin Britten, Francis Poulenc, 
Peter Tchaikovsky, George Frederic Handel (of Messiah fame), Aaron Copland, and 
Samuel Barber. In the world of present-day sacred music, the task is easy also with 
wonderful composers like Mark Sedio, Tom Trenney, and Wayne Wold to name a few. 
You will hear LGBTQIA+ composers in worship throughout the month of August (as 
well as on a continuing basis).

Worship Texts
Below are the scripture texts from 
the Revised Common Lectionary 
that will be used on the date listed 
to prepare the message for worship.
Aug. 6 ________Matthew 14:13-21
Aug. 13 _______Matthew 14:22-33
Aug. 20 _Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28
Aug. 27 _______Matthew 16:13-20 

WORSHIP 
& MUSIC

Volunteers needed at all Sunday 
services. Fun, easy service activity for 
individuals and families. Please sign up to 
greet, usher or be part of the coffee crew. 
Read more: https://trinitylc.org/worship-
music/hospitality/volunteer/

https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/worship/online-worship/
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylcstillwater/
https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/worship/drive-in-summer-worship/
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Dear friends, it’s been a year and a 
half since I joined the staff at Trinity 
as your Director of Worship & Music. 
As I reflect back on this time, I’m 
mostly amazed at how seamless the 
transition went and for that I have 
great gratitude for the Trinity Choir, 
Worship Band, Carol and Phil, and the 
whole staff. It truly was a spectacular 
year with too many wonderful music 
and worship moments to recall! 
It was both daunting and exciting to 
take on this position. Heck, I accepted 
the job, didn’t I?! Throughout the year,  
I have jokingly introduced myself to 
folks as “the new Carol & Phil” as my 
position was created from combining 
their roles at Trinity. While I feel I’ve 
done a good job at maintaining a 
high level of both music and worship 
at our traditional and contemporary 
services, it became clear to me that my 
workload was not sustainable in a way 
that allowed for any room to dream 
about the future of worship and music 
at Trinity. 
After a lot of good conversation and 
careful planning with Pastor Chris 
and the council I am thrilled to share 
that we are able to hire a contempo-
rary band leader—and you know 
him! Trinity is excited to welcome 
Andrew Kreye to staff this fall as our 
contemporary band leader! In this 
role, Andrew will be responsible for 
leading our worship band at weekly 
rehearsals and on Sunday mornings 
and will assist me in music selection 
for the 11 a.m. service. Andrew is a 
skilled singer, pianist, and has experi-
ence leading groups. He will be an 
excellent addition to our staff! I will 
continue to plan worship for both 
services, will occasionally play and 
fill in as needed, and will still lead 
summer drive-in worship. 

Our ability to hire a band leader is 
really exciting. It ensures that both 
worship services continue to grow , as 
well as putting Trinity’s music staffing 
in line with other churches our size. 
Andrew and I will co-lead the Trinity 
worship band together at TrinityFEST 
on Sept. 10 (mark your calendars!) 
and then he will take on leadership of 
the band.
Worship and music at Trinity is an 
integral part of who we are as a church, 
and I remain committed to honor and 
grow the traditions as we look into the 
next five to ten, even 20 years!  
With gratitude,

Clark Weyrauch
Director of Worship & Music 

Welcome 
Andrew 
Kreye!

Andrew Kreye, Worship Band Leader
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CONGREGATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

The Light in Me sees and honors the Light in each of You

YogaDevotion Chair/Flow Combo Class
Thursdays 9 – 10 am  |  In-person and on Zoom 

 Sept. 14 – Nov. 2  |  $88 for 8 classes
Come and experience God’s presence through the practice of yoga. Meeting in-
person in the Narthex and online through Zoom—choose the option that works 
for you. Led by a trained yoga instructor, YogaDevotion is a practice of breath, 
prayer, and movement designed to encourage healthy living and a peaceful 
presence. For women and men of all skill levels and abilities. Beginners welcome! 

Read more and find a link to register at: 
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/care/yoga/ 
Questions? Contact Sue Peterson at toddlinsue2@aol.com.

Trinity Regathers RIC Team
Earlier this summer, Trinity offered a six-
week study of the book Transforming: The 
Bible and the Lives of Transgender Christians by 
Austen Hartke. Approximately thirty people 
gathered and participated in a powerful and 
transformative study and conversation. The 
group took up the challenge offered by the study guide to imagine what we 
could be doing to make our welcome at Trinity for the LGBTQIA2S+ community 
truly authentic, meaningful, and sustainable. The idea emerged to resurrect the 
work and commitment of the Trinity 2018 Reconciling in Christ (RIC) team, and 
continue what the congregation overwhelmingly accepted as part of the inclu-
siveness and acceptance of all people in our faith community. The 2018 RIC team, 
ably lead by Laura Fredericks and Jenny Rediske, shepherded us through a year-
long effort and congregational vote to adopt a new welcome statement (read our 
full welcome statement at: https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/) 
and become a Reconciling in Christ church. After the 2018 team disbanded, the 
work and commitment of welcoming has continued across the congregation.
Regathering an RIC team will allow Trinity to more effectively explore how 
our faith informs our reflection and response to what is happening among and 
to the LGBTQIA2S+ community. It is consistent with our practice of having 
ministry teams that shape and lead our shared work (such as Stewardship, 
Outreach Mission, Racial Justice, Finance, etc.). Examples of what this commit-
ment and work may look like include things like: gender inclusive bathrooms, 
lifelong learning opportunities, support for families and individuals with 
LGBTQIA2S+ loved ones, cultural and arts experiences, and so on.
We are delighted that many of the original 2018 RIC team are returning and 
Karen Gieseke has generously offered to serve as chairperson for the new team.
And YOU are invited to be a part of this shared commitment too! 
• Are you interested in learning more about the work of the new RIC team? 
• Do you have recommendations for resources, books, presenters, and more?
• Are you interested in being a community partner through your current 

employment, school, volunteer, or other?
• Are you interested in being a prayer partner with the RIC team?
• Do you have questions? Contact Karen Gieseke at kgieseke@live.com.
Watch for updates and future learning opportunities regarding the shared work 
of the Trinity community. We are excited to experience God's spirit in this holy 
journey together, where all are welcome in their belovedness as a child of God, 
created in God’s image. 

Congratulations to Zanny Johnson, 
Trinity Connections Coordinator, 
for completing her certification in 
Grief Education. This meaningful 
achievement expands our capacity to 
care for one another here at Trinity!

MORE FROM ZANNY:

Trinity family,
Many of you know that I have had my fair 
share of grief in my life. My dad passed 
away suddenly when I was 15 and he just 
41, and both of my siblings died from 
their addictions—my brother when he 
was 34 and my sister when she was 45. 
It’s a lot. It’s a lot to type these words and 
has been a lot to integrate into my life 
and faith. And the good news is, I feel 
called to share the hard work of grief with 
others in coming alongside them (you) 
and helping to carry the load.

I have recently completed my 
certification in grief education with 
David Kessler and grief.com (https://grief.
com/), after a 12-week online course. 
David Kessler is a world-renowned grief 
expert, who worked with Elizabeth 
Kubler-Ross on the five stages of grief, 
and with her blessing, added the sixth 
stage: finding meaning. The certification 
process was so life-giving and a beautiful 
accompaniment to my spiritual direction 
training, and I am happy to report I will 
be facilitating grief groups here at Trinity. 
In fact, during the training I facilitated a 
widowed men’s group here at Trinity—
they graciously agreed to learn along 
with me —and we had a sacred time of 
sharing our grief together.

Stay tuned for more grief education 
opportunities this fall!

With Gratitude,

Zanny

https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/care/yoga/
mailto:toddlinsue2@aol.com
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
mailto:kgieseke@live.com
https://grief
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GLOW/AWE reforms group to LET’S GO
Often, we face the challenge of letting go. We feel comfortable in repeating what has 
always been done and resist any idea of change. But sometimes we are challenged to 
reconsider the old ways as we ponder the changing world view. And that’s just what 
the GLOW/AWE team has done!

Inspiration came from many places. It felt good to listen to others and the motivation 
was keen as the team considered broadening its scope. It was important to think 
ahead. What could be done to include more people of all ages and interests? How can 
we bring people together to make new friends, learn, experience adventure and have 
fun as we travel our faith journeys together? The GLOW/AWE team was on its journey 
and after much prayer, discussion and deliberation, LET’S GO was adopted with the 
following key concepts:
• Events open to everyone.
• Activities are for people of all ages, abilities and interests.

Look for the LET’S GO booth at TrinityFEST on Trinity’s green space on Sunday, 
Sept. 10. The LET’S GO team will be seeking new ideas and welcomes yours. Event 
possibilities could include easy and challenging hikes, weekend or longer adventure 
trips, museum tours, bike rides, theater and music productions, cooking contests, 
chats around a campfire and sharing faith journeys with others.

You will have an opportunity to learn more about the team’s goals, express your ideas, 
sign up to lead an event, and more. Of course, treats will be available.

The LET’S GO team will be scheduling its premier event in October with signups 
beginning at TrinityFEST. It’ll be a time to celebrate as we meet and greet friends. 
Everyone is welcome to sign-up and you are encouraged to bring a guest.

The teams that started the women’s event groups, God Loving Outdoor Women 
(GLOW) and Awesome Women’s Events (AWE) merged in 2019 to form GLOW/AWE. 
The team is grateful for all your previous support and looks forward to engaging with 
many newcomers soon.

We are proud and excited to present the LET’S GO Mission Statement:
LET’S GO is a ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church that embraces ALL people through 
educational or recreational 
opportunities. LET’S GO 
aims to inspire, invigorate, 
and build friendships while 
participating in a wide variety 
of activities, knowing that God 
is with us always.

Your GLOW/AWE Team
Sandy Wendt – Leader
Joan Fogelberg
Lynne Funk
Beth Klein
Jill Longnecker
Mary Soderholm
Sandy Weber

Read more about GLOW/
AWE at: https://trinitylc.
org/congregational-life/
connections/glow-awe/

ABIDE Readers will enjoy a delightful 
and delicious lunch at Owamni by 
the Sioux Chef in August or early 
September (date to be determined). 
The Indigenous restaurant is located 
at OwamniYomni, the sacred site of 
peace and well-being for the Dakota 
and Anishinaabe people.
Sean Sherman, the Sioux Chef, has 
been the recipient of a 2015 First 
Peoples Fund Fellowship, 2018 Bush 
Foundation Fellowship, National 
Center’s 2018 First American 
Entrepreneurship Award, 2018 James 
Beard Award for Best American 
Cookbook, and a 2019 James Beard 
Leadership Award.
Owamni received the James Beard 
Award for the Best New Restaurant 
of 2022. Contact Ann Wolff at 
wolff701@msn.com if you would like 
to join us.

ABIDE READERS 
Accountability • Belonging • 
Inclusion • Diversity • Equity

GREENteam
Interested in Caring for Creation? 
Green Team Meetings Resume 
If you have a calling to help with the 
environment, and want to contribute 
to positive changes and actions, this is 
the team for you! For more information 
please email Scott and Jill Kneeskern at 
kdkdesign4@gmail.com.

https://trinitylc
mailto:wolff701@msn.com
mailto:kdkdesign4@gmail.com
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LIFELONG FAITH 
FORMATION

children & family  
FAITH FORMATION NOTES
Celebrate Pride! 
Sunday, Aug. 6 at both  
8:45 & 11 am Worship
Celebrate Pride with us at worship 
on Sunday, Aug. 6! Please wear your 
favorite color of the rainbow to worship 
and join us for a children’s message at 
either service honoring inclusion of all 
God’s beloveds.

Back to School Blessing 
Sunday, Aug. 27 at both  
8:45 & 11 am Worship
Back to School Blessing on Sunday, 
Aug. 27 for all students, teachers, support 
staff, and caregivers! Join us at either 
service for a special blessing. Bring a 
backpack or other device to prepare you 
for the upcoming school year.

Save the Dates!
Be on the lookout for 2023-2024 Faith 
Formation information and registration 
this month.

First Dinner Church and Fall Preview 
Night: Wednesday, Sept. 13. Dinner is 
served at 5:30 p.m. with worship from 
6-6:30 p.m., then stay for a preview of 
Faith Formation opportunities for ages 
Pre-K through Grade 8.

First Sunday of Faith Formation: 
Sept. 17 at 10 a.m.

First Wednesday of Middle School 
Confirmation and 4th & 5th Grade 
FAFA : Sept. 20.

Questions? Contact Sarah Olson at 
solson@trinitylc.org.

Direct questions about Confirmation to 
Monty Lysne at mlysne@trinitylc.org.

Wednesday, Aug. 9  |  5-7 pm  
Trinity’s New Playground 
Let’s get together to play and meet other Trinity families with 
children ages birth to 3 years old! Join Sarah Olson, Children & 
Family Faith Formation Coordinator, at Trinity’s newly relocated 
playground on the Green Space. Light refreshments provided. 
See you there!

If you aren’t already, please follow “Trinity 
Stillwater CYF” on Facebook for any last-minute, 
weather-related updates.

Meet  &  Play
for families with young children

Sarah Olson
Children & Family Faith Formation Coordinator

solson@trinitylc.org

make up

mailto:solson@trinitylc.org
mailto:mlysne@trinitylc.org
mailto:solson@trinitylc.org
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PHOTOS: All of our Seeds stars have 
arrived home after a weekend at Camp 
Wapo! Over the weekend of July 14-16, 
five Trinity campers in grades 1-3 spent 
time growing in faith, and discovering 
that they are children of God, beautifully 
and wonderfully made. Just like all the 
stars in the sky, they are called by name 
and cannot be lost. No matter what, they 
belong to God!

Our week-long Youth campers (who 
have completed grades 4-8) head to 
camp Aug. 13-18. Please hold them in 
your prayers!
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Puerto Rico Mission Trip 2023
By Monty Lysne,  
Youth Faith Formation Coordinator
Therefore, as God’s own children, 
holy and loved, put on compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience. Be tolerant with each other 
and, if someone has a complaint 
against anyone, forgive each other. As 
the Lord forgave you, so also forgive 
each other. And over all these things 
put on love, which is the perfect bond 
of unity.   – Colossians 3:12
This was our central bible verse for 
our 2023 Puerto Rico mission trip 
this year. Thanks to all who helped 
live out the unity of love as sponsors 
to these missionaries. We could not 
have experiences like this without the 
continuing generous support from 
this congregation!
We had a great trip. Logistically, 
travel, lodging, food, health—it all 
went off without a hitch. The only 
challenge we had was rain on a couple 
of occasions that forced us to switch 
our plans around. All-in-all though, it 
was a very good week.
Our mission trips to Puerto Rico are 
still new. Some background:
After the decision was made to 
re-imagine our high school mission 
trips, we found a trip partner in an 
organization called Praying Pelican 
Missions out of Minneapolis. They 
host and organize dozens of mission 
trips each year to places both domestic 
and international. They take care of all 
the details—transportation, lodging, 
food, work projects, and materials. In 
our case, we simply needed to travel 
to San Juan.
After COVID-19 shut us down in 
2020 and 2021, we had our first trip 

with Praying Pelican last summer. 
COVID-19 restrictions still played a 
small part in where we could stay and 
serve on the island, so it wasn’t really 
until this year that we were able to 
truly live out the trip we had origi-
nally planned pre-pandemic.
Twenty-nine missionaries travelled 
to San Juan, then drove the winding 
mountain roads to central Puerto 
Rico to the local Methodist church led 
by Pastora Gladys Rivera Gonzalaes 
and the congregations’ partner camp, 
Campamento Metodista Obispo 
Fred P. Corson. This camp, in the 
central hills and rainforest northeast 
of Jayuya, served as our base for the 
week, with plenty of room for living 
and recreation—even a pool. Our host 
congregation was a short walk away.
We had two main work sites. The 
first was Vacation Bible School at the 
church each morning, followed by 
prepping and painting the parsonage 
of the church. The second was in 
the town of Jayuya, at a building of 
another local church that was being 
renovated after years of disuse. Again, 
more scraping and painting.
Two groups would head off for their 
daily work, and we would reconvene 
again at the camp in the late afternoon 
to rest, clean up, and recharge. Our 
evenings were spent in large groups 
with music, skits, a verse of scripture, 
then small groups. We heard the local 
frogs and other rainforest critters each 
night as we went to sleep.
Wednesday was a noteworthy night. 
Pastora Gladys invited us to a prayer 
service. It ended up being a very 
powerful experience.
Our host church informed us that 
they too were a mission church and 
had organized several trips over the 
years to Central America, to places 
like Guatemala, Honduras and 
Ecuador. They then showed us video 
and photos.
On one of their trips, they served a 
community in extreme poverty and 
lived on the outskirts of a landfill. 
Video showed their missionaries 
delivering beds to families who 
had never had one before. The most 
powerful clip was of an elderly couple 
who had lived in what amounted to 
nothing more than a lean-to made 
from sticks. Their mission group 
helped to build a small, sturdy mini-
home for this couple. For the first time 
the couple had a kitchen to prepare 
food. They were overwhelmed 

with gratitude at this great, life-
changing gift.
After the video presentation was over, 
the church thanked us again for not 
only helping them with their painting 
projects but with—and here is the 
main thing —partnering with them in 
mission to Central America. The items 
and backpacks that were brought to 
Puerto Rico and were not used for 
local needs were going to be shared in 
one of their upcoming mission trips. 
They then called all of us up front and 
anointed us with oil and blessed us 
for the mission work we were doing 
together with them.
I think most of us went to Puerto Rico 
thinking we were going to simply be 
of help in the Jayuya community. As 
it turns out, the scope of our mission 
work and the donations that were 
prepared by this church and commu-
nity will have a far wider impact than 
any of us ever imagined.
It is my hope that with this enhanced 
partnership and perspective, we can 
continue and expand our mission 
collaboration with Pastora Gladys’ 
congregation. Puerto Rico Mission 2024 
is in the dreaming stages right now!
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Will Antell, a longtime 
Stillwater teacher and 
coach who helped 
write the Indian 
Education Act, was 
honored on July 18
Former Stillwater teacher and coach 
Will Antell was honored on July 18 
with the Stillwater Human Rights 
Award, given annually to recognize 
those in the city who work to “build 
an environment that promotes fair 
and equal treatment for everyone.” A 
reception in Antell’s honor followed at 
the Lowell Inn Event Center hosted by 
Trinity’s Racial Justice Ministry Team.
Widely regarded as an authority on 
Indian education and desegrega-
tion, Antell, a member of the White 
Earth Band of Anishinaabe Indians, 
helped guide policy for American 
Indian education at the state and 
federal levels. 
Antell, 87, formerly of Bayport, 
deserves to be recognized for the 
“groundbreaking work he did 
providing leadership to historic 
reform in state and federal Indian 
education policy to support students 
from preschool through doctorate 
programs and adult ed,” said Ann 
Wolff (member of Trinity’s Racial 
Justice Ministry Team), who nomi-
nated Antell for the award.
“To read the extensive list of Will’s 
positions, accomplishments, connec-
tions and legislative actions is 
absolutely astounding,” she said. 
“On a deeper level, it’s his strength of 
character, strong Native values and 
hard work for human rights that I 
most admire.”
Many spoke of Will’s contributions, 
including David Beaulieu, The 
Ruth Myers Professor of American 
Indian Education at the University 
of Minnesota Duluth, Minnesota 
Commissioner of Human Rights 
(1990-1996); John Hoffman, President 
of Bemidji State University; Patina 
Park on behalf of the Governor and 
Lt. Governor; and John “Wink” 
Blomquist, Stillwater High School 
Class of 1968.



WORSHIP ON TV
Watch Sunday Worship on local 
channel 14 through Valley Access 
Sunday at 11 a.m. (week delay)
Sunday  at 7 p.m.
Monday at 7 a.m. & 1 p.m.

Because God

first loved us,

we live as Jesus in the world, 

loving God and 
loving neighbor.

CORE VALUES 
Engaging Worship
Radical Hospitality
Authentic Community
Lifelong Faith Formation
Compassionate Action

Read our welcome statement at: https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
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• Nash Roland Madline, son of 
Andrew Madline & Jere’ Solberg

• Elliana Lynn Reid, 
daughter of Davante Reid & 
Gabrielle Solberg

BAPTISMS

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open the 
following hours or by appointment.
Monday–Thursday | 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Sunday, June 25
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 70
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 75
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 151
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 189
Sunday, July 2
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 81
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 55
Online views/week 8:45 am ___ 89
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 153
Sunday, July 9
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 75
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 90
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 169
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 176
Sunday, July 16
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 68
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 54
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 118
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 152
NOTE: Online views in one week are one-
minute or longer views.

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
mailto:info@trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org
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Outdoors at Trinity  
Sunday, Sept. 10 at 10 am on Trinity’s Green Space  
Worship   •   Special Music   •   Food Truck   •   Ministry Fair   •   
Vaccination Tent   •   ArtReach St. Croix Mobile Art Gallery   •   
New Playground
and more!

Our annual kick-off to fall 
ministries featuring awesome 
worship, music, food and 
fellowship! This year we’re back 
in downtown Stillwater on the 
Trinity Green Space.

FESTCelebration
Trinity

8th Annual


