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Because God first loved us, we live as Jesus in the world.

He put before them another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven 
is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his 
field; it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown 
it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds 
of the air come and make nests in 
its branches.” 
– Matthew 13:31-32

PHOTO ABOVE: See the artwork and explanation created by your Trinity staff on 
display in the Commons.

PHOTOS BELOW: Kids at VBS learn to be universe menders, more photos on page 3.

http://www.trinitylc.org
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What? Disney? Center of all things 
artfully branded, logoed, and curated? 
Corporate characters and nausea-
inducing thrill rides? What on earth 
can Disney teach us about being the 
church in this present reality?
Plenty, as it turns out.
Whenever there is a fifth Tuesday in 
the month (four times per year), the 
staff take time to create, recreate or 
learn together. This past month, we 
spent the afternoon with Peg and 
Chuck Hoffman of Genesis + Art in 
Hudson (find more about their work 
at: https://www.genesisart.org/). We 
learned some things about ourselves 
and each other and together made a 
huge art piece, which you will find on 
the chalk board in the Commons.
During the afternoon, I had a moment 
to talk with Chuck, a former art 
director at Disney World. We were 
reflecting on the attention paid to 
the visitor experience on all Disney 
properties, especially evident if you 
stay in their hotels. Everything from 
first entering the property, the décor 
in the buses and shuttles, the towels 
and soap in the bathrooms, the 
menus, art, shopping bags, uniforms, 
costumes, and signage. Not to mention 
the service, hospitality, and welcome. 
They are not only conscious of 
keeping the Disney brand in front you, 
they focus on creating an intentional, 
thoughtful, thoroughly pleasant, and 
distinctly Disney experience from 
beginning to end.
If you have been to Disney World, you 
know what I am talking about.
I left that conversation thinking about 
Trinity. Not about corporatizing our 
brand and experience. But about 
the intentionality of making sure 
that everyone who comes into our 
building, onto the drive in (or even 
encounters a Trinity member in the 
wild)—has an experience of welcome, 

belonging and hospitality that 
puts flesh on the gospel and on our 
welcome statement.
This wouldn’t be a giant step for 
Trinity. We hold Radical Hospitality as 
a core value. Welcome and inclusion 
are who we are. What Disney models 
is a way to kick it up a notch. To make 
hospitality a celebration of who each 
person is and for each person to care 
about the experience of each person! 
To do this well means purposefulness 
and organization. And requires the 
engagement of every one of us who 
call Trinity home.
Tactically, it means having more 
greeters, more visitor “welcomers” 
on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 
evenings—including our youngest 
families and our youth. Adaptively, 
it means that none of us are here to 
simply receive worship and programs, 
but instead, we enter the building 
ready to pay attention to who is 
around us—celebrating everyone, 
from visitors to members. It means 
we don’t worry if someone doesn’t 
know we have been here 25 years! 
We receive the greeting and celebrate 
meeting someone new.
Tactically, our one-person communica-
tions department, Marilee, already 
works hard on our “branding” and we 
are updating our signage to make the 
building more friendly. Adaptively, 
it means everyone has a role to play: 
greeting, sharing a cup of coffee, 
helping people figure out how to sign 
up for something, finding a person or 
a place in the building, and so much 
more. Helping all people connect with 
people, programs and care.
We will have people signed up to 
greet and usher. And we will all be 
informal, intentional greeters!
Here’s the thing. Disney didn’t 
invent this. The early church grew 
because of the good news of Jesus. 

Can Disney teach us something about Gospel hospitality?
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But scholars have expressed the firm 
belief that what made the difference 
in the growth of the early church was 
hospitality: breaking bread together 
and sharing what they had. Without 
warm, authentic, attentive, thoughtful, 
purposeful welcome, would people 
have stuck around long enough to see 
what Jesus is all about!?
What we are imagining isn’t the “same 
old” done bigger and better. What 
we are imagining is embodying our 
core values of Radical Hospitality and 
Authentic Relationships. Showing 
up for each other. Celebrating each 
human being. Everyone for everyone. 
Letting hospitality move from stated 
value and practice into the core of our 
beings. Let it be our DNA!
Keep your eyes open for opportuni-
ties, both formal and informal, to 
welcome, greet, and celebrate. You 
can make a difference in a way no one 
else can!
In the name of the one who celebrates 
each one,

Pastor Chris

Worship Texts 
Below are the scripture texts from 
the Revised Common Lectionary 
that will be used on the date listed 
to prepare the message for worship.
July 2 _________Matthew 10:40-42
July 9 ___Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
July 16 _____Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
July 23 __Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
July 30 __Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

https://www.genesisart.org/
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LIFELONG FAITH 
FORMATION

Middle School

Summer Stretch
For Kids Completing Grades 5-8
Summer Stretch has moved to the 
last two Wednesdays in July. Let’s get 
out of the house, do some good and 
have some fun this summer! Let’s 
gather for a morning service project 
and an afternoon of fun. This is a great 
opportunity to invite friends! Please note 
that registration closes Friday, July 12. 
Drop off and pick up for all events are at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Stillwater.

Wednesday, July 19  |  9:30 am – 3:30 pm
Service project in the morning
Lake Elmo beach swimming and games 
in the afternoon
Bring a sack lunch

Wednesday, July 26 | 9:30 am – 3:30 pm
Service project in the morning
Como Zoo and mini golf in the afternoon
Bring a sack lunch or money for lunch

Cost: $25 each event ($50 for both)

Cost includes admission fees and 
transportation. Questions? Contact 
Monty Lysne at mlysne@trinitylc.org. 

For more information and to register, 
scan the QR code with your smartphone 
camera or visit: https://
trinitystillwatermn.
shelbynextchms.com/
external/form/ee1e3bff-
a5e0-4b20-a184-
72ad74b8b1b8

children & family 
FAITH FORMATION NOTES
Children & Family 
Ministry Task Force
Tuesday, July 11 at 10 am
Sunshine Coffee 
Calling new and seasoned parents! Sarah 
Olson is seeking a small task force to 
meet twice a year to be faith formation 
conversation partners and visioners. Let’s 
shape the story of how we do ministry 
with our young ones together! Our first 
meeting is Tuesday, July 11 at 10 a.m. at 
Sunshine Coffee in downtown Lake Elmo. 
Interested in joining? Please contact 
Sarah at solson@trinitylc.org.

Pre-Camp Gather
Wednesday, July 12 at 7 pm
Mabel’s in Bayport
Going to Camp Wapo for Seeds Camp 
July 14-16 or week-long Youth Camp 
Aug. 13-18? Have camp questions? 
Want to meet fellow Trinity campers? 
Bring money for ice cream and meet 
Sarah Olson at Mabel’s in Bayport on 
Wednesday, July 12 at 7 p.m. to talk 
about what to expect at camp and meet 
new friends! Questions? Contact Sarah 
Olson at solson@trinitylc.org.

Next fall!
Be on the lookout for 2023-24 Faith 
Formation information and registration 
next month!

On June 19-22 at our Vacation Bible 
School: Operation Restoration, children 
learned more about their earth-healing 
powers and practiced being universe 
menders! More photos on page 11.

mailto:mlysne@trinitylc.org
https://trinitystillwatermn
https://trinitystillwatermn
mailto:solson@trinitylc.org
mailto:solson@trinitylc.org
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GIFTS  
MANAGEMENT

Financial Notes May 2023
As of May 31, 2023 Trinity completed 75% of our fiscal year. The summary report above 
shows amounts for income and expense during the first nine months of Fiscal Year 
2023 and Fiscal Year 2022. 

The summary information for Trinity’s Long Term Debt covers the past 12 months. For 
the nine month period, our contribution income is tracking below budgeted goals. 
At this point of the fiscal year, we estimated receipt of $1,048,500 in contributions. 
Instead, we have received $891,468—this is a $157,032 shortfall to date. In the past 
few years, many Trinity contributors no longer contribute equal amounts weekly or 
monthly to meet their pledges. This makes it difficult to predict an accurate amount of 
contributions expected by any mid-year date. Trinity’s Finance and Stewardship Teams 
will be meeting in June to consider the impact of this information on the current fiscal 
year. Note that Operating Income is just above the projected year-to-date amount. 
Operating Income (facility rents, endowment released, fees, etc.) is more predict-
able month-to-month. Likewise, our Operating Expenses (personnel, administration, 
program areas, etc.) have maintained projected levels to date. This demonstrates 
responsible management of the expense budget authorized by the congregation 
at the November, 2022 Annual Meeting. Capital Income and Expenses do not match 
budgeted estimates due to the fact that Trinity’s Comprehensive Campaign has raised 
and disbursed funds not included in the Fiscal Year 2023 budget. (Please see separate 
report regarding Comprehensive Campaign results as of May 31, 2023 on page 10.)

Submitted by Jeff Anderson, Council Treasurer
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It’s not the spending…
Friends, thank you for your regular support of our general operating budget. 
Trinity has a great track record of receiving 95% or more of pledged gifts 
each year. And because our fiscal year runs September 1 thorough August 31, 
we have some nail-biting months as people are away for the summer and we 
swiftly approach our fiscal year end of August 31.

As of this writing, we have received only 45% of the offerings pledged this 
year. Ideally, we will be at 80% by August 31.

We know it’s confusing that our fiscal year is different from the calendar year. 
That’s why we offer an annual reminder and plea to catch up on your giving 
by August 31. For example, if you pledge $1,200 per year, or $100 per month, 
you would be caught up if $800 were already given to Trinity by that date. And 
if annual givers can give your gift before August 31, our budgeting process and 
financial planning go all the better.

The staff, council, and finance team are deeply committed to stewarding your 
resources faithfully, courageously and thoughtfully. And together, as a faith 
community, we count on the faithful, courageous, and thoughtful generosity 
and commitment of all of us to keep our ministries and mission vibrant!

If you have questions about the status of your gift, please contact our Financial 
Secretary Eric Trosdahl at etrosdahl@trinitylc.org. Thank you!

https://trinitylc.org/giving/

“Therefore, ask the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest.”  – Matthew 9:38
Greetings, Trinity! Having been 
here officially one month as Parish 
Administrator, I have been busy getting 
acquainted with the exceptional TLC staff, 
attending meetings (Facilities, Finance, 
Congregational Council, Stewardship), 
leaning into building projects with the 
Facilities Committee and the Tuesday 
Guys (drive-in and LADC Playground), 
and working with the Finance Team as 
we begin the budgeting process for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

Wow! God is good… you are blessed with 
so MANY laborers here at Trinity! We are 
all called to be laborers in this vineyard. 
No matter what your life vocation or your 
occupation, God calls all of us to find 
where we are needed to contribute to the harvest. Whether you donate physical 
labor, membership on a committee, ideas at a meeting, provide vital financial and/or 
prayerful support, you are needed in the harvest that is this church.

So, this is a good time to say “thank you” for your willingness to share your gifts! God 
gives us everything at no cost to us and it is so heartening to watch everyone give 
back in return.

Lastly, I wanted to say “thank you” for your warm welcome at the church services on 
Sunday, June 4!

In Gratitude, 
Sarah Kinsman 
Parish Administrator 
skinsman@trinitylc.org

Andrew Thelander
COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Krista Gossai
COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT

John Hodler
COUNCIL SECRETARY
 

Jeff Anderson
COUNCIL TREASURER
 

Tom Haugrud 
COUNCIL MEMBER

Jill Longnecker
COUNCIL MEMBER

Chris Bellefeuille, D.Min.
LEAD PASTOR

Congregational Council
Our congregational governance 
calls for an elected council and 
includes the Lead Pastor, Chris 
Bellefeuille, DMin. Our current 
congregational council includes 
the following Trinity members:

For more information about your 
council, please visit: https://trinitylc.
org/welcome/who-we-are/council/.

mailto:etrosdahl@trinitylc.org
https://trinitylc.org/giving/
mailto:skinsman@trinitylc.org
https://trinitylc
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Members of Trinity’s Racial Justice Ministry Team are uplifting the voice of Will Antell and his phenomenal justice 
and equity work—with our deepest honor, respect, and gratitude, for mending the deplorable brokenness that 
our ancestors caused and that still needs healing today. All are invited to join us in celebration!

Meet, Greet & Thank  
Will Antell
of the White Earth Nation

at a Reception in his honor

Tuesday, July 18, 2023 
7-9 p.m.
Lowell Inn Event Center
102 N 2nd St. in Stillwater, MN

There is no cost to attend. Space is limited. Reservations are required, please email Ann Wolff at wolff701@msn.com.

Will Antell has lived in Stillwater and Bayport for 60 years. Many of us know that he left 
his position at Stillwater Junior High as social studies teacher, athletic director, 7th and 
8th grade football coach, and varsity baseball coach, in 1968, to work at the Minnesota 
State Department of Education. We know him as a very sociable, likeable, neighbor, friend, 
coach, and Elk. Almost no one knows of the groundbreaking work he did providing leader-
ship to historic reform in state and federal Indian education policy to support students 
from pre-school through doctorate programs and adult ed.

Most of us have no idea that he served under Presidents Nixon, Ford, and Carter, 
appointed as member and chair of the National Indian Advisory Board; which was created 
by the National Indian Education Act of 1972; that he advocated for; and that bears strong 
resemblance to the Minnesota first-of-its-kind plan for Indian education; that he inspired 
and led; which was based on the first-ever advisory committee for an urban school district 
with a large population of Native Americans; that he chaired; that would become a model 
for other Indian communities to engage their local school districts; and also that he orga-
nized and became the first president of the National Indian Education Association in 1970; 
that lobbied for the National Indian Education Act mentioned above at the very beginning.

Such were Will’s ever-expanding spiral of efforts and multitudinous connections—with 
Indians at the center of determining their unique educational needs and programs. This 
is beyond amazing for the oldest of eight children, raised by a single mother, on the 
poverty-stricken White Earth Reservation; at a time when nation-wide, drop-out rates were 
high, achievement scores low, and very few Indians received any kind of post-secondary 
training; a time when a unique form of racism blamed Indians instead of the treaties and 
policies (and people) that exploited and expropriated their land and resources—among 
other egregious things. Against all odds, Will earned a diploma, a master’s, and doctoral 
degrees. Because of his mother’s dedication and respect for education, all of her children 
earned college degrees or more. Bernice died at age 39, without ever having the oppor-
tunity to complete her nursing degree. In 2019, Will and Mary Lou Antell endowed the 
Bernice Lena Fairbanks Antell American Indian Scholarship at Bemidji State University.

When you 
find the truth, 
what are you 
going to do 
with it?
– Chris Leith, 
Hereditary Chief, 
Prairie Island Dakota 
Indian Community 
(1935-2011)

mailto:wolff701@msn.com
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CONGREGATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

UPCOMING EVENT: 
Hotdog Roast & Hike  |  Thursday, July 6 at 5 p.m.
Join us for an evening starting with a hotdog supper at Marine Stuga Firepit followed 
by a hike to Beaver Pond at William O’Brien State Park. Bring your friends to the 
hotdog supper gathering at the Marine Stuga Firepit at 18000 Saint Croix Trail N, a 
half mile north of Marine on the St. Croix on the left. A hike directly from there to the 
Beaver Pond will begin about 6 p.m. Note this event was planned for June 15 and 
has been rescheduled due to the poor air quality, please join us on July 6. Questions? 
Please contact Joan Fogelberg at joan@123m.com.

GLOW/AWE (God Loving Outdoor Women) and (Awesome Women’s Events) is a 
partnership committed to providing women of all ages and abilities, opportunities to 
experience God’s creation through adventure, learning, sharing ideas, and developing 
friendships. All are welcome to share in the joy of community and faith. Read more 
about GLOW/AWE at: https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/glow-awe/

The Light in Me sees and honors the Light in each of You

YogaDevotion Chair/Flow Combo Class
Thursdays 9 – 10 am  |  In-person and on Zoom 

 July 6 – August 24  |  $72 for 8 classes
Come and experience God’s presence through the practice of yoga. Meeting in-
person in the Narthex and online through Zoom—choose the option that works 
for you. Led by a trained yoga instructor, YogaDevotion is a practice of breath, 
prayer, and movement designed to encourage healthy living and a peaceful 
presence. For women and men of all skill levels and abilities. Beginners welcome! 

Read more and find a link to register at: 
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/care/yoga/ 
Questions? Contact Sue Peterson at toddlinsue2@aol.com.

ABIDE Readers wrapped up an 
inspiring year of reading and 
discussing. On this path to listen, 
understand and connect—we found 
healing, harmony and hope. Trinity 
Library’s ABIDE Collection in the 
Narthex offers a wealth of amazing 
and surprising stories that have 
opened our hearts and minds, and 
begin to free us from the myths and 
stereotypes that shackle us.
A very short, but powerful read is the 
unabridged version of Trinity’s Land 
Acknowledgement:

Trinity Lutheran Church is located 
on the original and ancestral 
homelands of the Očhéthi Šakówiŋ 
(translated as Seven Council Fires) 
Dakhóta people, specifically the 
Wahpekute Nation (translated as 
Shooters Among the Leaves). We 
are on Dakota and Anishinaabe 
(Ojibwe) land. This land holds 
spiritual and ongoing importance 
for its original stewards, the Native 
nations and all Indigenous peoples 
of the St. Croix Valley region. We 
give thanks for their presence here 
since time immemorial. We also 
wish to recognize and honor all our 
Indigenous siblings who have and 
continue to call this land their home.

A very short, but powerful way to 
live out the last sentence of our land 
acknowledgement is to recognize 
and honor Will Antell, who was born 
during the Great Depression and 
represents the fifth generation of 
his family living on the White Earth 
Reservation since its establishment 
by treaty in 1867. Will has lived in 
Stillwater and Bayport for the past 
60 years.
I hope Trinity will be well-represented 
at this reception. There will be quite 
a few Native Americans to honor 
Will, who is well-known and highly 
respected among leaders of many 
if not all Native Nations. May we 
also show our respect for all our 
Indigenous siblings.
Contact Ann Wolff at 
wolff701@msn.com or 651-260-3855 
with your reservation to honor 
Will Antell on July 18 at 7 p.m. at the 
Lowell Inn Event Center, or for more 
information about this event or about 
ABIDE Readers.

ABIDE READERS 
Accountability • Belonging • 
Inclusion • Diversity • Equity

mailto:joan@123m.com
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/glow-awe/
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/care/yoga/
mailto:toddlinsue2@aol.com
mailto:wolff701@msn.com
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UPDATE: Outreach Missions
DREAM OF WILD HEALTH – Members of our team visited Dream of Wild Health Farm 
near Hugo, MN on Thursday, June 15. This farm is a non-profit organization and is 
run by our local Indigenous Community and local volunteers. Members of many 
Indigenous families from the Twin Cities area have learned about their heritage as 
well as planted seeds from their individual tribes. They are learning to plant and 
harvest many products which are then given to indigenous families in a food share 
program.

The mission of Dream of Wild Health is to restore health and well-being in the Native 
community by recovering knowledge of and access to healthy Indigenous foods, 
medicines and lifeways. Please read more about this great farm on Facebook at 
Dream of Wild Health or dreamofwildhealth.org.

TLC’s Thanksgiving 2022 Offering disbursement of $2000 was given to Dream of Wild 
Health.

 TANZANIA MWATASI LUTHERAN CHURCH – On July 3rd and 4th Pastor Erasto Chaula 
and his wife Alatwanukila Vahaye along with the church treasurer Rehani Kindole with 
wife Eda Kagine are registered to attend a retreat in Iringa at the Huruma Orphanage 
Center. There are about 80 leaders from the South District of the Iringa Diocese who 
will be in retreat as well as have a medical checkup through the program Day of 
Grace. This program is called Day of Grace and is exactly that – a time of care and 
goodness that is free for them. They will come into Iringa on Monday, July 3rd and 
be treated to a speaker (Pastor Msigwa this year talking about rest and personal care) 
and dinner, then on Tuesday, July 4th there will be medical check ups for everyone by 
local doctors and a great time to just connect with others in ministry.

The TLC Ministry Team has sent $250 to take care of expenses for this event for our 
companion congregation at Mwatasi Lutheran Church.

OUTREACH 
MISSIONS

Neely Snyder, Executive Director at 
Dream of Wild Health, provides a tour to 
members of Trinity’s Outreach Missions 
team on June 15.

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES 
Looking for something for you and 
your family to do this summer that 
would share God’s love and serve 
our community? Community Thread 
or Valley Outreach might be exactly 
what you are looking for. Both non-
profit organizations offer a multitude 
of one-time or ongoing volunteer 
opportunities. 
Community Thread 
Located at 2300 Orleans St. West in 
Stillwater, here are several needs:
• Transport Team: provide rides to 

and from medical appointments 
and errands

• Call Companion Team: socialize 
from the comfort of your home by 
calling a new friend two times per 
month

• Home Help Team: assist with 
indoor/outdoor tasks such as 
lawn care, small repairs, house 
cleaning, pet walking, technology 
support, etc.

• Lawn Care Crew: adopt a yard to 
help with routine mowing

Community Thread is also gearing 
up for the annual Stuff the Bus project 
collecting school supplies for students 
returning to school in the fall, see the 
next page for details. Also check out 
the fall River Rally event scheduled 
for Sept. 9 where the focus is on 
cleaning up the river and local bike 
and walking trails. It is a great one-
time volunteer event for individuals, 
families and small groups.
Valley Outreach 
Located at 1911 Curve Crest Blvd. 
West Valley Outreach has volunteer 
opportunities in both the Food Shelf 
and StyleXChange store. There are a 
variety of days, time slots, and tasks 
to choose from and an orientation 
session is also provided.
• Food Shelf: donation attendant, 

sorting/stocking shelves, driver 
for food rescue

• StyleXChange: sort clothing, 
assisting shoppers during store 
hours

www.communitythreadmn.org  
651-439-7434

www.valleyoutreachmn.org  
651-439-2739

http://www.communitythreadmn.org
http://www.valleyoutreachmn.org
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PROJECT: Stuff the Bus 
Summer is in full swing and the community-wide Stuff the Bus school supply drive 
starts now! In all your family gatherings and holiday celebrations, we invite you to 
also think about our community families who might need us to walk alongside them 
in preparation for school this fall.

We’re excited to partner under the Community Thread umbrella with Cimarron, 
FamilyMeans, United Way, Lake Elmo Elementary School and their parent organization 
(PTO), and other churches and community entities. Whew! How awesome to be in 
such grand company. Executive Director of Community Thread, Sally Anderson, said 
this directly to Trinity friends, “Thanks for your extraordinary assistance!”

You are invited to purchase large, sturdy backpacks by Aug. 6.

1) Drop them off at Trinity or at the drive-in with your name labeled. Or you can 
drop them off or have them sent from retailers directly to: Community Thread 
at 2300 Orleans Street West in Stillwater, MN 55082. Indicate your Trinity 
connection. PLEASE notify me of any donations to Community Thread for our 
record keeping!

2) You can instead send checks to Trinity. Please indicate Backpack Drive in 
the memo line. We will gladly shop for you! New this year! Donate online by 
scanning the QR code below with your smartphone camera or visit: https://
trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/e355b3f4-fc23-4538-
8238-b5d97420f3fc

3) You can also send checks or donate online directly to Community Thread. 
Indicate your Trinity connection. See address above. Let me know!

4) Again, PLEASE let me know of your generosity! Thank you!  
Kristie Anderson at jkjsa@hotmail.com or 651-439-9133

There’s already a super-shopper friend at Trinity who has purchased 25 backpacks! 
Last year about 60 family units answered YES to this invitation, donating 251 
backpacks and 92 lunch boxes! In addition $2,835 was donated directly to Trinity and 
spent on backpacks; $825 was sent directly to Community Thread. Bottom line, $6,041 
worth of backpacks, lunch boxes, and miscellaneous supplies were donated to the 
Stuff the Bus campaign through Trinity’s efforts alone!

Deep gratitude to all for any engagement with this school supply 
drive! We are saying to our neighbors that we see them, we hear 
them, and we act out of God’s grace. Thanks be to God for the 
connections we have with our neighbors, the children at Cimarron 
and their families. Let’s be that mustard seed, small, insignificant 
but mighty, when we all join together to become that splendid 
generous tree!

You can also 
volunteer your time! 
Starting Aug. 7, volunteers stuff each bag 
with needed school supplies, this year 
using only four consolidated supply lists. 
A small cadre of Trinity people transport, 
organize and distribute these beautiful 
backpacks right into the excited hands 
of the Cimarron students on Aug. 21. 
Cimarron is a lower-income housing 
area right in Lake Elmo and is part of the 
Stillwater Area School District. 

Distribution day is so exciting because 
we meet the families, students and 
teachers. We share ice cream with 
stories of hope and gratitude, just by 
acknowledging the reality that going 
back to school is expensive. And we, both 
Trinity and the larger area community, 
join together as neighbors who care.

Contact Kristie Anderson at 
jkjsa@hotmail.com or 651-439-9133.

https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/e355b3f4-fc23-4538-8238-b5d97420f3fc
https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/e355b3f4-fc23-4538-8238-b5d97420f3fc
https://trinitystillwatermn.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/e355b3f4-fc23-4538-8238-b5d97420f3fc
mailto:jkjsa@hotmail.com
mailto:jkjsa@hotmail.com
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THE NEXT 150 YEARS
UPDATE: Three-Year Comprehensive Campaign
Submitted by Jeff Anderson, Comprehensive Campaign Resource Coordinator 

Thanks to the generous spirit of our congregation, 181 individuals and families 
have committed to contribute $1,925,709 to the Comprehensive Campaign. 
Every gift is important to this effort, and the pledge summary below shows the 
diversity of pledges. 

Contributions received to date have been allocated to the four categories as 
shown below. Some of the contributed amounts have already been applied to 
debt reduction, deferred maintenance and financial accompaniment. 

We are still accepting pledges to the Comprehensive Campaign! 
If you are interested in making a pledge, scan the QR code at 
right with your smartphone camera or visit: https://trinitylc.
org/welcome/comprehensive-campaign/. If you prefer or need 
assistance, contact our Financial Secretary, Eric Trosdahl at 
etrosdahl@trinitylc.org.

CATEGORY AMOUNT % OF TOTAL

$100,000 and higher 600,000 31%

$30,000 - $99,999 395,000 21%

$10,000-$29,999 498,720 26%

$5,000-$9,999 228,700 12%

Less than $5,000 166,909 9%

TOTALS: 1,925,709 100% TOTAL PLEDGES RECEIVED = 181

AMOUNT Net of Fees % OF TOTAL
**

A.  Mortgage Debt Reduction 1,347,996 1,326,996 70%

B.  Deferred Maintenance of Assets 385,142 379,142 20%

C1.  Financial Accompaniment: TLC Missions 144,428 142,178 7.5%
10%

C2.  Financial Accompaniment: St Paul Area Synod 48,143 47,393 2.5%

TOTALS: 1,925,709 1,895,709 100%

* Assumes all pledges will be received

** Total received to be divided by 70% / 20% / 10% allocations  (net of fees)

** Estimated total costs and fees associated with Comprehensive Campaign = $30,000

    (To be applied proportionally to each category)

COMPREHENSIVE CAMPAIGN NOTES - MAY, 2023
Thanks to the generous spirit of our congregation, 181 individuals and familes have committed
to contribute $1,925,709 to the Comprehensive Campaign.  Every gift is important to this effort, 
and the above chart shows the diversity of pledges.
Contributions received to date have been allocated to the four categories as shown above.
Some of the contributed amounts have already been applied to debt reduction, deferred
maintenance and financial accompaniment.  
We are still accepting pledges to the Comprehensive Campaign!  If you are interested in making
a pledge, please contact our Financial Secretary, Eric Trosdahl at etrosdahl@trinitylc.org.

Submitted by Jeff Anderson, Comprehensive Campaign Resource Coordinator

TLC COMPREHENSIVE CAMPAIGN PLEDGE SUMMARY - 5/31/2023

PROJECTED PLEDGE ALLOCATION SUMMARY *

playground PROJECT 
By now you have noticed the new 
playground space being prepared on 
our Green Space. This is a collabora-
tion between Trinity and our preschool 
partner and tenant Lake Area Discovery 
Center (LADC).

Due to a large grant, LADC is able to 
pay for the majority of the project, with 
Trinity paying for site prep and offering 
some volunteer support on moving day. 
(Want to help? Please contact Sarah 
Kinsman at skinsman@trinitylc.org.)  We 
are happy to bring our playground back 
onto our main site with easier, safer 
access for everyone.

Please note: no campaign monies are 
being used for this project.

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/comprehensive-campaign/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/comprehensive-campaign/
mailto:etrosdahl@trinitylc.org
mailto:skinsman@trinitylc.org


WORSHIP ON TV
Watch Sunday Worship on local 
channel 14 through Valley Access 
Sunday at 11 a.m. (week delay)
Sunday  at 7 p.m.
Monday at 7 a.m. & 1 p.m.

Because God

first loved us,

we live as Jesus in the world, 

loving God and 
loving neighbor.

CORE VALUES 
Engaging Worship
Radical Hospitality
Authentic Community
Lifelong Faith Formation
Compassionate Action

Read our welcome statement at: https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/

• To family and friends of  
Allen Ost

• To family and friends of  
Gerry Hepola

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open the 
following hours or by appointment.
Monday–Thursday | 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Sunday, May 21
In-person 8:45 am ___________ 160
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 95
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 158
In-person 11 am ____________ 106
Live online views 11 am ______ 33
Online views/week 11 am ___ 154
Sunday, May 28
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 62
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 21
Online views/week 8:45 am ___ 66
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 210
Sunday, June 4
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 61
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 65
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 111
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 189
Sunday, June 11
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 60
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 68
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 139
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 149
Sunday, June 18
In-person Trinity 8:45 am _____ 84
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 73
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 140
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 175

NOTE: Online views in one week are one-
minute or longer views.

MORE VBS 2023 PHOTOS

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
mailto:info@trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org
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July 30 –  Rented Mules Jazz Band

Aug. 6 – Celebrating Pride (also at the 8:45 a.m. 
indoor worship service at Trinity) 

Aug. 13 – Blessing of the Animals

Aug. 20 – Walk/Run/Bike Sunday

1010  amam

Please note the following Special Feature 
Sundays at drive-in worship!
July 30 – Jazz Band Worship with 
the Rented Mules Jazz Band 
Back by popular demand! The Rented 
Mules Jazz band will have you tapping 
your toes during worship.
Aug. 6 – Celebrating Pride 
We celebrate Pride on the first Sunday 
in August alongside Stillwater’s Pride 
Weekend. Let’s honor the lives and ministry 
of LGBTQIA+ people, and diversity in our 
faith community and beyond as an openly 
welcoming and affirming church! (At both 
the 8:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. services.)
Aug. 13 – Blessing of the Animals 
All well-behaved and leashed pets are 
welcome to receive a special blessing 
during worship!
Aug. 20 – Walk/Run/Bike Sunday 
Worshippers are invited to walk, run or 
bike to worship. We’ll have water, extra 
chairs and blankets for those who make 
the car-less trek. Look for an “aid station” 
at the top of the hill with refreshments, 
popsicles, and even a cheer section. 
To walk as a group, meet in the Trinity 
parking lot at 9 a.m. to make the 1.5-mile 
jaunt to the drive-in. Or make the journey 
from your home!

Summer Sunday Worship 
Summer schedule is in place now through Sunday, Sept. 3 (Labor Day weekend).
8:45 a.m. — Indoors in our Worship Center  
Indoor worship at 8:45 a.m. at Trinity. This service is available online on our website 
at: https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/worship/online-worship/ and livestream on 
Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/trinitylcstillwater/
10 a.m. — Outdoors at the Drive-in, Houlton, WI  
Worship from your car or lawn chair. Every Sunday through Labor Day weekend. 
Read more at: https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/worship/drive-in-summer-worship/

https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/worship/online-worship/
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylcstillwater/
https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/worship/drive-in-summer-worship/

