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What inspires me about this 
comprehensive campaign is that I 
believe it is a courageous act of faith.

It’s a courageous act of faith in the 
generosity and the provision and the 
abundance of God. And we need coura-
geous acts of faith right now. We need 
the church to lead in courageous ways, 
in brave and liberating conversations.

I think that’s one of the lessons of the 
last couple years that was put into sharp 
focus is that we don’t know exactly what 
the future holds or what’s coming in 
God’s time. We can’t wait any longer or 
for someone to fix it. There is no perfect 
time to try to attack and eliminate this 
debt. There is no magic moment to fix 
the drive-in worship screen. There is no 
ideal circumstance to do tuck-pointing. 
(Probably not in the winter.) There is no 
sweet spot to realize that we are better 
together and realigned and excited with 
our partners at the synod level.

There’s no telling who will be the ones 
who steward this community in the 
future. We don’t know how this gift will 
be cared for. Or where the church will be 
in 150 years. Or 15 years. Or 5 years.

But we do know what’s on our plate 
right now. We know what is in front of us 
right now and who God has given us to 
serve alongside.

And it feels like a courageous act of faith 
in the right time, with the right folks. 
Right in God’s time.

Pastor Peter Weston Miller

It’s hard to imagine 150 years into the 
future. Having just celebrated our first 
150 years, we know well the impact of 
decisions made by the congregations 
that preceded us—many for good and 
some more challenging. We admire the 
courage to start a church and to open 
our doors wide in welcome for all of 
God’s people—celebrating the good 
news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

We stand at a pivotal point in our 
journey as the body of Christ. We are 
a vibrant, strong, growing, engaged, 
inclusive, and learning congregation. We 
have been called to critical work in the 
St. Croix Valley. And we want to keep that 
energy going for all generations to come.

Liberating our future from a heavy debt 
load is one way we can ensure our ability 
to be the church God needs us to be 
as our community grows and changes. 
Freeing us from the commitment of 
resources to mortgage payments, our 
creative imaginations can be ignited as 
we explore together what else might be 
possible. And tending our property is 
not only necessary, but makes us a good 
neighbor. Shifting the outreach mission 
budget into general operating funds 
allows us to live fully into our commit-
ment and let our budget be the moral 
document it was meant to be. 

This is a challenging and exciting time to 
be the church. We have the generosity 
within us to do powerful work together. 
We invite you to join your hearts and 
resources to make the change that will 
launch us into our next 150 years.

Pastor Chris Bellefeuille



THE NEXT 150 YEARS
Trinity has launched a three-year 
comprehensive campaign called “New 
& Renewing: The Next 150 Years.” As we 
just celebrated our first 150 years, we are 
being called to plan for a vibrant future 
for all generations. The campaign has 
three important objectives:
• Mortgage Debt Reduction
• Deferred Maintenance of Assets
• Financial Accompaniment

Mortgage Debt Reduction—70% of 
gifts received: Eliminating our debt will 
unburden the future Trinity community 
and free up resources in the short term, 
allowing us to better serve each other 
and the world. 

Many are surprised to hear that Trinity 
has a mortgage of more than $3 million. 
The balance of our mortgage debt as of 
12/1/2022 is $3,097,495 with an annual 
debt service of $214,056.

The terms of our loan with Thrivent are: 
Current interest rate of 3.5%—3-year 
adjustable with next adjustment on 
5/1/2024 with an expected loan interest 
rate of 6%. The maturity date of our 
loan is: 5/1/2043. At the current interest 
rate (before the expected increase next 
year), Trinity would pay more than $4.28 
million in mortgage payments over the 
next 20 years.

Deferred Maintenance of Assets—20% 
of gifts received (to a cap of $650,000): 
Part of renewal for the future is to 
tend to the present, and that includes 
stewardship of our building and 
drive-in property. We place a high 

value on hospitality and welcoming the 
community to share this tremendous 
resource. We will use a segment of the 
campaign to fund some long-awaited 
facilities improvements.

The following priority order was estab-
lished by Trinity’s Facilities Team, shown 
with estimated costs.
• Drive-in Renovation (screen, 

concession building, stage): 
$50,000–150,000

• 3rd Street Heritage Chapel Exterior: 
$100,000–250,000

• Lower Level Bathroom Renovation 
(East and West Bathrooms): $150,000

• Church Offices Update (paint, carpet, 
etc.): $40,000

• Worship Center Floor Upgrade to 
Polished Concrete: $60,000

Financial Accompaniment—10% of 
gifts received: Just as we are individu-
ally called to give our first fruits to God, 
so are we called as the Body of Christ. We 
will tithe 10 percent of all funds raised 
for the campaign to mission—regardless 
of the total amount raised. This tithe will 
serve two primary purposes: 

We will give to the shared work of the 
Saint Paul Area Synod through their 
Planting Hope Campaign (2.5%).

We will establish funding of missions 
in our operating budget (7.5%). The 
balance of the financial accompaniment 
will be used to fund the first 3-5 years of 
a transition to making Trinity’s Outreach 
Missions a part of our operating 
budget, to reflect our core value of 
Compassionate Action.

Now to God who by the power 
at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more 
than all we can ask or imagine, 
to God be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen.    
– Ephesians 3:20-21



Why a comprehensive 
campaign now? 

First loved by God and called into being 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, Trinity 
has a long and storied history of ministry 
in the St. Croix Valley. One-hundred-fifty 
years strong, we celebrate the leadership 
God has provided, the neighbors who 
have become friends, the love shared, 
and the century and a half of worship 
that bears witness to God’s abundant 
love in all circumstances.

As we look to the next 150 years, we 
build on the history of generosity and 
resilience that have brought us to this 
place. And prepare for a future that is 
agile and responsive to God’s call to 
the church, confident that it is God 
who gives all good things and has 
shepherded and shaped us up to now 
and will into the future.

Over the past few years, Trinity has 
been on solid financial footing thanks 
to your faithful stewardship, hard work, 
and thoughtful leadership. We are now 
able to imagine a new and renewed 
financial future that will position 
us for a more vibrant expression of 
faith in God who first loves us, living 
into our shared values of Engaging 
Worship, Radical Hospitality, Authentic 
Community, Lifelong Faith Formation 
and Compassionate Action.

What about 
campaign expenses? 
Campaign expenses (such as consultant 
fees, printing, postage, materials, special 
events and staff support) are deducted 
from the amount raised. Trinity is 
committed to transparency in how funds 
are spent and deliberate in keeping 
these expenses to a minimum, no more 
than 2.7 percent.

What about my 
annual ministry 
support? 
To continue and strengthen our shared 
ministry and outreach, it’s important that 
gifts for the comprehensive campaign 
are in addition to your offerings 
toward the operating budget through 
general giving.

Is there a minimum 
donation amount? 

No! We invite your participation in a 
vibrant future through a gift of any 
amount that works for you. Every dollar 
is a gift, every amount matters.

FAQs 



When do I start 
making my gifts? 
Some gifts and pledges have already 
been made—thank you! You are invited 
to provide a kick-off gift as well as make 
a three-year pledge to begin March 
2023 and continue through February 
2026. Make your gifts in whatever 
timing works for you—weekly, monthly, 
annually. There are many creative ways 
to give. We’re happy to help set up what 
works for you.

What are you asking 
me/us to do? 

Please review the information provided 
in this packet and on our website 
at: https://trinitylc.org/welcome/
comprehensive-campaign/. Then 
prayerfully consider your participation 
in this campaign. We invite you to make 
your pledge by Commitment Sunday, 
March 5—join us in worship that day 
to celebrate!

Commitment Sunday 
March 5, 2023 
We offer our gifts, pledges 
and prayers during worship.

How do we reach the 
aspirational goal? 
We lift up this goal in the box above 
to share what it will take to pay off 
the mortgage completely, liberating 
Trinity from debt for generations to 
come. Legacy gifts, now and through 
future estate gifts, can help us someday 
achieve this!

Campaign Goal
The campaign team has 
planned for allocation of gifts 
at three levels of funds raised.  

Foundational Goal 
$1.5 million (mortgage debt 
savings of $56,000 annually)

Mid-tier Goal 
$2 million (mortgage debt 
savings of $91,000 annually)

Aspirational Goal 
$4,045,000 Mortgage paid off! 
(mortgage debt savings of 
$214,000 annually)

FAQs 

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/


How do I make my pledge?  
Fill out a paper pledge form and return it 
to the church in the envelope provided, 
either in the offering plate, to the church 
office or by mail. Or make your pledge 
online by following the link on our 
website at: https://trinitylc.org/welcome/
comprehensive-campaign/.

How do I make my gift?  
Make your gift online by following 
the link on our website at: https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/comprehensive-
campaign/. To give by check or cash, 
please write CAMPAIGN in the memo 
line of your check. Drop off gifts to 
the Church Office (Monday-Thursday, 
9 a.m.–5 p.m.) or at Sunday worship.

Scan the QR code with your smartphone 
camera for campaign information and 
links to online pledging and giving. Or 
visit our website at: https://trinitylc.org/
welcome/comprehensive-campaign/

every dollar is a gift 
every amount matters

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/comprehensive-campaign/.To
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/comprehensive-campaign/.To
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/comprehensive-campaign/.To
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/comprehensive-campaign/.To
https://trinitylc.org/


Needed Gifts & Pledges for Goal
$2 Million Mid-tier Goal 

(Over and above annual giving)

 Total Gifts  Weekly Gifts 
 over Three Years for Three Years
Number Needed Amount Number Needed Amount

1  $200,000 5 $50

2  $150,000 5 $40

3  $100,000 10 $30

3 $75,000 20 $25

4  $50,000 20 $20

5  $30,000 25 $15

10 $15,000 25 $10

15 $10,000 Many $5

imagine what God can do through us

THE NEXT 150 YEARS

A note about our “New & Renewing: 
The Next 150 Years” logo—the inspira-
tion for the logo is the resurrection wall 
which provides the brick backdrop and 
focal point in Trinity’s worship center. The 
wall was constructed in 1983 when the 
new sanctuary was built, and represents 
a time of expansion and growth for our 
faith community. Made with twenty-one 
tons of stone from a quarry in Mankato, it 
is the beautiful foundation created with 
many parts. The wall is recognizable to 
many who have spent time in the pews 
at Trinity. It is a meaningful connection 
to our unique building. Symbolically, the 
logo shows us going out into the world 
while anchored at the center as the body 
of Christ. It radiates, it shines—our future 
is bright. 

The table below provides an example of how our mid-tier goal of $2 million could be 
achieved through our shared response. It shows both number needed of three-year 
gift amounts, as well as weekly gift amounts. A reminder these gifts are over and 
above annual giving to the general fund. Every dollar is a gift, every amount matters!



Questions? We’re happy to help!
Contact Bob Eiselt at 
651-439-7400, ext. 314 
or beiselt@trinitylc.org

115 4th St. N 651-439-7400 Trinity Lutheran
Stillwater, MN  55082 www.trinitylc.org Church in Stillwater, MN

Contact Eric Trosdahl at  
651-439-7400, ext. 311  
or etrosdahl@trinitylc.org

Creative Ways to Give 
In addition to cash gifts, here are some additional options: 

• Stock

• IRA Transfers

• Donor-Advised Funds

• Trusts

• Legacy Gift Planning

Contact us for more information! (As always, consult with your tax professional or 
attorney as you consider various gifting options.)

Scan QR code with smartphone 
camera for campaign information.

What shall I return for all God’s 
bounty to me?   
 – Psalm 116:12 

mailto:beiselt@trinitylc.org
mailto:etrosdahl@trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org


FAQs 
Is there a mission component 
to the campaign? 

Yes! An important part of the campaign is financial accompaniment, 
tithing 10 percent of all funds raised to mission-focused programs. This 
includes supporting our Saint Paul Area Synod and their Planting Hope 
Campaign. It also includes transitioning our Outreach Mission Team to have 
a line item in our general operating budget—living out our core value of 
compassionate action.

What is financial accompaniment? 

Financial Accompaniment = Mission! 

We are calling the mission component of our campaign: 
financial accompaniment.

The inspiration for the term is that in outreach mission we accompany or come 
alongside those whose lives intersect with ours in this work.

Wherever you see financial accompaniment in the campaign materials—
think mission!

Please see the brochure for more details!
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