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Because God first loved us, we live as Jesus in the world.

Confirmation Youth, see page 5

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.”   – Luke 2:15

Advent & Christmas Schedule 
on pages 8-9

http://www.trinitylc.org


LEAD PASTOR THE REV. DR. CHRIS BELLEFEUILLE

We are acutely aware that the “post 
pandemic pendulum of busy” has 
swung back hard. And now it is the 
season when it is easy to get “wrapped 
up”—wrapped up in shopping, 
decorating, and calendar manage-
ment. Wrapped up in paper and 
ribbons. Wrapped up in the challenge 
of family personalities and the battle 
of traditions.
You who are precious in God’s sight 
are invited to set down that busy, to 
unwrap, to be. This year, I invite you 
to use the season of Advent as a time 
of unwrapping.
Give yourself and your family the 
gift of a single day, or part of a day, 
each week. Set down the to-do lists and 
strings of lights and make time for 
purposeful peace. Enjoy a book by 
the fire, take a walk in the sparkling 
air, read the Bible Christmas story or 
a Christmas children’s book. Make a 
Christmas list of non-material wishes 
for the world or for your loved ones. 
Cook a simple meal together, turn 
off the TV, light a candle, and let 
Christmas music calm your mealtime.

The point is to settle down, unwrap, 
breathe deeply and slowly, take in 
the blue light of the season, open 
your heart to God’s nudging, imagine 
the Christmas angels sheltering 
your home.
The truth is, I am an Advent kind 
of girl. I like Christmas, but Advent 
feels like home. A lingering time of 
hope and imagination. The gathering 
darkness invites us to dig deep for 
the Christ light that animates our 
every breath.
We all know Christmas celebrations 
are over in the time it takes to carve a 
roast beast. Advent gives us four long 
weeks to invite Christ’s peace to dwell 
in our hearts and homes. Four long 
weeks to explore the longing in our 
bellies and the ache in our chests. Four 
long weeks to name our need for love, 
for God, for relationship, for shelter, 
for light. Four long weeks to slowly 
unwrap all that binds us.
It’s okay if a few things get left 
untended. Christ still comes. And 
what a gift to be unwrapped enough 
to be ready to be re-wrapped in the 
embrace of that incarnational love at 
Christmas.
In hopes for peace, rest, and easy 
beauty.

Pastor Chris

Peace of the Advent 
Season be Upon You
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Please join us 
for our annual 
Longest Night 
Service.
Friday, Dec. 16 at 7 p.m.  
Worship Center & Online
This alternative worship service is perfect 
for you if you long for Advent peace or a 
quieter worship expression; if you can’t 
be with us on Christmas; if you need a 
place where there is both room and balm 
for grief, isolation, or darkness. Come 
for music, candles, Word, and sanctuary. 
(Also see page 7.)
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PASTOR OF LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION  
THE REV. PETER WESTON MILLER

Generation to Generation 
in God’s Manger Love

3

Myths & Facts about Emergency 
Housing provided by  
Washington County
Myth: Homeless people aren’t 
trying hard enough to get a job or 
find a place to live
Fact: Homeless people do work, 
however it’s common that they have 
work hours that can vary greatly 
from week to week making it hard 
to pay for stable housing. Even with 
a job, there is no state in the U.S. where 
a minimum wage worker working full 
time can afford a one-bedroom apart-
ment at the fair market rent (National 
Low Income Housing Coalition 2022 
“Out of Reach” report). In the 7-county 
metro region, a minimum wage 
employee must work 75 hours weekly 
to afford a 1-bedroom apartment (MN 
Housing Partnership 2021 Washington 
County Profile).

In addition, half of those in our current 
emergency housing program through 
commercial hotels are living with a 
disability or are seniors, so there are also 
many who are unable to work and rely 
on disability supports.

One of the key features of Matthew 
and Luke’s telling of the birth of Jesus 
is genealogy. The Gospel authors 
want to capture the long history of 
God’s love from generation to genera-
tion. God’s Messianic vision didn’t 
materialize overnight, but it has 
been building through human hands 
and hearts.
For debated scholarly reasons, we hear 
and read that Matthew pays particular 
attention to the patrilineal family of 
Israel, while Luke follows the matri-
lineal genealogy. Sometimes God used 
the mother’s family and other times 
God’s blessing flowed through the 
fathers. But Israel always had a piece 
of that steadfast faithfulness.
Both of these authors highlight that 
God’s story is family saga. It’s about 
our most intimate relationships 
in the flesh. Jesus was born into a 
particular ancestry, to a vast tree of 
people’s names and life experiences in 
the faith.

I often wonder and think about my 
family tree in the Advent/Christmas 
season (even visualized by my 
Grandma Emily in a beautiful embroi-
dered wall hanging at our home-place 
in Millville, Minnesota). My life is the 
result of that generational faithfulness 
and generativity. I love getting to 
share that with my little ones now and 
others’ littles. It may not be the same 
exact traditions or cultural cuisine or 
vernacular or songs, but the message 
of God’s love that shaped me is also 
shaping them.
That legacy of faithfulness in and for 
our families can continue to adapt and 
evolve, just as our families do.
The incarnation of God in Jesus invites 
multiple generations under one roof 
and one table, building relation-
ships, sharing our weaknesses, fears, 
experiences and hopes, breaking 
bread, learning, praying, laughing 
and committing ourselves to justice 
and community.
Merry Christmas to all of our 
generations!

Pastor Peter



This Year Last Year '23 Budget % of 
Budget

Contribution Income 128,620        159,065        1,361,300      9%

Other Income 76,797          43,819          406,800         19%

Total Income 205,417$      202,884$      1,768,100$    

less:  Expenses 294,586        260,838        1,767,570      17%
Surplus (Deficit) (89,168)$      (57,954)$      530$               

Long-Term Debt Summary:
Long-Term Debt - Beginning of Fiscal Yr. 3,136,046     3,252,465     

Increase (Decrease) (17,404)         (16,724)         
Long-Term Debt - End of October 3,118,642$  3,235,741$  

Line of Credit Balance - October 31 153,000$      -$              

October Year-to-Date - Fiscal Year 2023

Trinity Financial Update
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GIFTS  
MANAGEMENT

October 2022
Financial results for October 2022 are displayed below. Contribution Income is off vs. 
last year. Income from Fees & Payments increased as compared to October of 2022, 
a reflection of increased participation post-pandemic. We are carrying a sizeable 
balance on the bank line of credit due to FY’22 deficit and income shortfall thus far in 
FY’23. Council will be addressing at their November meeting.

Below is a comparative summary this year vs. last, so far:
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By Jim Otto, Trinity Member
When asked to share my experience 
with stewardship, my first thought 
was “What do I know about steward-
ship?” Or more precisely, “What do I 
know about stewardship that would 
encourage someone else to be more 
active in their stewardship.”
One of the things I thought seemed 
almost too simple to mention. In the 
past my wife Chris and I always used 
our envelopes and put our offerings in 
the collection plate each Sunday. But as 
cabin owners, we would often be out of 
town and our offerings were sporadic. 
This year we broke our pledge into 
12 equal amounts. As year-end 
approaches we are on track and don’t 
have to scramble to “catch up.”
As I pondered other previous experi-
ences in giving, an early childhood 
memory came to mind. I would like 
to share the “shocking” story. In my 
family three things were guaranteed. 
Number one, we went to church every 
Sunday. Number two, we were taught 
to bring an offering. And number 
three, we were often late. And being 
late we sat in one of the only remaining 
open pews—in the very front. As the 
youngest of four I was the last one 
into the pew. When it was time for the 
offering, the ushers would walk up the 
carpeted center aisle carrying brass 
collection plates. On the aisle and first 
to receive the plate, I was often on the 

receiving end of shocks from the static 
electricity before handing the plate 
to one on my siblings. You could say 
this was an early lesson that it is better 
to “give” than to “receive.” (Ba Dum 
Bump! …Sorry for the dad joke.)
The important part of my story is that 
we were taught to be good stewards. 
We witnessed our parents faithfully 
donate money to our church. We saw 
them help set up for special events 
and help clean up afterward. Dad 
explained the practical effect of “where 
your money is, there your heart will be 
also.” He often expressed his amaze-
ment that the more we gave to God, the 
more blessings we received. He regu-
larly talked about stewardship being 
a fruit of faith. It wasn’t one listed in 
Galatians: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness and 
self-control. But in fact, stewardship is 
a fruit of our faith.
I once heard an insightful message 
about the word “know” in the 
Jewish tradition. A person could 
tell if someone actually knew God, 
by witnessing their actions. Their 
“knowing God” was observable. If 
we apply that thinking to steward-
ship being a fruit of faith, we can 
look at our own lives and ask: is 
our faith producing fruit of the 
stewardship variety?

STEWARDSHIP STORY:  
A Fruit of Faith

Confirmation 2022
On Sunday, Oct. 30 the following 
students affirmed their baptism 
through confirmation during 
worship. Also included is their chosen 
confirmation verse.

Jack Budion • Ephesians 4:24

Henry Collyard • Ecclesiastes 3:1

Ella Cronk • 2 Timothy 4:17

Vanessa Goulette • John 16:33

Lucas Hildrum • Hebrews 13:8

Isabel Isaacson • Ecclesasties 3:1

Porter Johnson • Isaiah 41:10

Liam Kutzer • Isaiah 41:10

Andrew Linnell • Phillipians 4:6-7

Jillian Maddux • Isaiah 60:22

Clara Melin • Joshua 1:9

Madeline Nelson • 2 Kings 20:5

Ava Noah • John 14:8

George O’Connor • Luke 1:37

Isaac Sainsbury • Proverbs 16:9

Anya Schultz • Deuteronomy 4:29

Miranda Stafne • I Corinthians 13:4

Elsa Stebbins • Proverbs 16:9

Ava Stober • Romans 8:18

Nora Tweed • Romans 8:18

Caroline White • John 15:13

Lydia White • Colossians 3:14-15

Marit Wolden • John 16:22
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Angel Tree 
Dec. 4 – grab a tag | Dec. 11 – gift due
Trinity has participated in Angel Tree 
for more than 20 years. Angel Tree is 
a program where gifts are bought for 
children of incarcerated people. The tree 
will ONLY be up on Sunday, Dec. 4. Take a 
tag, buy the gift, and return the wrapped 
gift on or before Sunday, Dec. 11. 
Questions? Contact Wendy Worner at 
wworner@earthlink.net or Sandy Wendt 
at sjwendt46@gmail.com.

For Christmas this year, you can 
honor someone you love with the 
gift of education to a young person 
in Tanzania!
Each year through gifts to our 
Outreach Mission program, Trinity 
provides secondary school scholar-
ships (equivalent to our middle and 
high schools) to about 25 students 
from our partner congregation in 
Mwatasi, Tanzania to complete 
their six-year education at a 
boarding school.
Just as in the U.S., completing a 
secondary school education provides 
important tools to achieving adult 
independence and the ability to 
support oneself, and sometimes 
additional family members.
Most of our scholarship recipients are 
from single parent households or are 
being raised by grandparents or aunts 
and uncles with other children who 
do not have the necessary funds for 
their school fees. They are chosen by 
the Mwatasi Lutheran Church based 
on need. Secondary school scholar-
ships vary by individual need and 
average $450 per student per year.
We also normally provide three post-
secondary scholarships chosen from 
candidates diocese-wide that average 
$1,300 per student per year.
The scholarships are carefully 
administered by a team of people 
in Tanzania with the assistance of 
some folks from the Bega Kwa Bega 
(BKB) partnership team. Students 
from Mwatasi now attend several of 
the secondary schools in the diocese, 
and some have even elected to attend 
government schools for specialized 

Holiday Hope
Community Thread's Holiday Hope 
program matches families, older adults, 
and adults with disabilities with sponsors 
who provide gift cards for purchasing 
gifts and a holiday meal. 

Every year over 700 households benefit 
from the generosity of Trinity members 
and other community donors. There are 
several ways you can help. One way is 
to become a sponsor for an individual 
or a family. Another way is to donate 
gift cards in $25 increments for grocery 
stores, gas stations, and retail stores for 
individual families to use to purchase 
gifts and a holiday meal. Finally, sign up 
to volunteer at Community Thread this 
month to help with a variety of tasks.

Applications for those wishing to 
become a sponsor are currently avail-
able online and gift card donations are 
due by Monday, Dec. 5. To get more 
information or to volunteer, contact 
Community Thread at 651-439-7434 or 
visist www.communitythreadmn.org.  

education. We are happy to be able 
to provide a stepping stone to their 
future plans. The people of the 
Mwatasi Lutheran Church tell us each 
time they communicate with us, that 
they are most grateful for the schol-
arships that are provided for their 
young people.
If you include a scholarship gift in 
any amount in your Christmas giving 
and would like a Tanzanian gift 
card for your recipient, please do the 
following:
• Make your contribution. If by 

check, payable to Trinity with 
a notation in the memo line: 
TZ Scholarship. If online, select 
General Giving first, then in the 
“Note” area type: TZ Scholarship.

• Request a gift card for your 
recipient by email. Please send an 
email to michele2255@gmail.com 
(note one “l” in michele) and 
request a TZ gift card for your 
recipient. It can be blank or 
completed, whichever is easiest 
for you. You may specify. Provide 
your name and mailing address 
for the card to be sent to you.

Thank you for your consideration 
of the education needs of the young 
people of Mwatasi. They have the 
faith and resilience to overcome many 
obstacles; a partial scholarship for 
school fees is one way we can help 
them to create their own better future.
For these gifts of education, songs 
are sung and danced, and prayers of 
gratitude are lifted in your name.
Questions? Please contact Michele 
Hermansen at 612-868-2255 or 
michele2255@gmail.com.

OUTREACH 
MISSIONS

Need a Meaningful Gift Idea with Global Impact?

mailto:wworner@earthlink.net
mailto:sjwendt46@gmail.com
http://www.communitythreadmn.org
mailto:michele2255@gmail.com
mailto:michele2255@gmail.com
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WORSHIP  
& MUSIC

Worship Texts 
Below are the scripture texts from 
the Revised Common Lectionary 
that will be used on the date listed to 
prepare the message for worship.
Dec. 4 __________ Matthew 3:1-12
Dec. 11 ________Matthew 11:2-11
Dec. 18 ________Matthew 1:18-25
Dec. 25 _____ Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)

Volunteers needed at all Sunday 
services. Fun, easy service activity 
for individuals and families. Radical 
Hospitality is a core value at Trinity, 
please sign up to greet, usher or be 
part of the coffee crew. Read more and 
sign up at: https://trinitylc.org/worship-
music/hospitality/volunteer/

God is calling us back to the table.

Wednesday Evenings at Trinity
Read more: https://trinitylc.org/learning/
family/dinner-church/

The Longest Night Worship Service
Friday, Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. | Worship Center & Online
In this season of festivity, this service provides an oasis of solace and comfort. Candles, 
music, poetry, calm, silence.  A time for weary bodies and heavy hearts to find hope 
and peace. In the Worship Center and streamed online at:

Online Worship>  
www.trinitylc.org/worship-music/worship/online-worship/
Facebook Livestream>  
www.facebook.com/trinitylcstillwater/

Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, Dec. 18 | 8:45 & 11 a.m. Worship
“The Holy Family is Here” Children's Christmas program takes place on Sunday, 
Dec. 18 at both the 8:45 and 11 a.m. services. Children in pre-school through Grade 5 
will present the Christmas message in a special way for worshippers.

https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/hospitality/volunteer/
https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/hospitality/volunteer/
https://trinitylc.org/worship-music/hospitality/volunteer/
https://trinitylc.org/learning/
http://www.trinitylc.org/worship-music/worship/online-worship/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitylcstillwater/


We are all connected, our stories 
are woven together, and each of us 

has a purpose in the beauty of God’s 
continued unfolding creation.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP

Please join us for worship! All services 
will be in person and online, except 
9 p.m. on Christmas Eve which is in 
person only and 8:45 a.m. on Jan. 1 
which is online only. 
Online Worship>  
www.trinitylc.org/worship-music/
worship/online-worship/
Facebook Livestream>  
www.facebook.com/
trinitylcstillwater/
More information at:  
www.trinitylc.org
A reminder that parking is FREE in 
the city parking ramp on 3rd Street 
from 9 a.m. Christmas Eve to Noon 
Christmas Day.

Worship Volunteers for 
Christmas Eve Needed!  
Get in the Christmas spirit by greeting 
or ushering at worship at Trinity. Scan 
the QR code with your smartphone 
camera or sign up online at: https://
forms.ministryforms.net/embed.
aspx?formId=ca27d7f4-208e-4d43-
8138-56a1e1f4951f

Worship
Nov. 27 – First Sunday of Advent
There’s room for every story | Matthew 1:1-17 
8:45 am – Trinity Choir, oboe, and vocal trio Katie Henly,  
 Mary Swanson and Clark Weyrauch 
11 am – Trinity Worship Band and vocal trio Katie Henly,  
 Mary Swanson and Clark Weyrauch

Dec. 4 – Second Sunday of Advent  
God meets us in our fear | Luke 1:26-38
8:45 am – Trinity Choir with soprano, Liv Redpath 
11 am – Trinity Worship Band 

Dec. 11 – Third Sunday of Advent 
We can choose a better story | Matthew 1:18-25
8:45 am – Trinity Choir, Children’s Choir and Hand Bells 
11 am – Trinity Worship Band 

Friday, Dec. 16 - Longest Night Worship
7 pm - In this season of festivity, this service provides an oasis of solace 
and comfort. Candles, music, poetry, calm, silence.  A time for weary bodies 
and heavy hearts to find hope and peace. In the Worship Center.

Dec. 18 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
We see God in each other | Luke 1:39-45, 56-58
8:45 am – Children’s Christmas Program 
11 am – Children’s Christmas Program 

Sunday, Dec. 18 - Christmas Celebration Concert at Trinity
3 pm - Featuring the St. Croix Valley Symphony Orchestra, rising-star 
soprano, Anna Mandina, the Trinity Choir, and the Trinity Children’s Choir. 
You will hear classic favorites, as well as familiar and not-so-familiar music 
for the season. No cost to attend, a free-will offering will be taken to 
support music at Trinity. Appropriate for all ages. Please join us for this 
special afternoon of incredible music in the Worship Center.

Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve
We tell this story | Luke 2:1-20
11 am – Worship for children and their families
2 pm – Contemporary worship with Trinity Worship Band 
4 pm – Festival worship with brass, Trinity Choir and organ
9 pm – Candlelight worship with harp, soloists, and organ

Dec. 25 – Christmas Day
God dwells with us | John 2:1-20
10 am – Casual and creative worship

Sunday, Jan. 1, 2023 - Epiphany
We keep seeking | Matthew 2:1-23 
8:45 am – A service for you to watch online from home debuting 
at 8:45 a.m. Here the ancient story told in word and music. (No in-
person worship on this day.)
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Christmas Celebration Concert  
at Trinity

Sunday, Dec. 18
3 pm | Worship Center

Featuring:
Trinity Choir – Clark Weyrauch, Director

Trinity Children’s Choir – Sonia Esch, Director
Guest Soloist – Anna Mandina, Soprano

St. Croix Valley Symphony Orchestra – Kris Tjornehoj, Director
Organ & Piano – Carol Carver

No cost to attend, there will be a free-will offering to support music at Trinity.

9December 2022 • trinity.today.
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LIFELONG FAITH 
FORMATION

PHOTOS:  
FAFA Fall/Winter Session – 
Woodworking  
Measure twice, cut once! The Fourth and 
Fifth Affinity (FAFA) group was guided 
by a group of experienced woodworkers 
from the congregation to learn how to 
make a Leopold bench and bird feeder.

children & family  
FAITH FORMATION NOTES
Children’s Christmas Program  
The Holy Family is Here Children's 
Christmas program takes place on 
Sunday, Dec. 18 at both the 8:45 and 
11 a.m. services. Children in pre-
school through Grade 5 will present 
the Christmas message in a special 
way for worshippers.

Christmas Eve
Worship with your little ones at 
11 a.m. on Christmas Eve! Trinity 
offers several opportunities to worship 
on Christmas Eve (see page 8), but the 
11 a.m. service is especially geared for 
families with young children. Enjoy 
a shorter service with an engaging 
children's message.

Seeking!
Adults from the congregation with a 
skill or passion to share with a small 
group of youth. Fourth and Fifth 
Affinity (FAFA) groups combine a 
spark of learning something new with 
fellowship and connection. Groups 
meet on Wednesday evenings from 
6:30-7:45 p.m. at Trinity. The next 
five-week session of FAFA begins in 
January, and we are looking for adults 
who can help lead. 
So far, FAFA groups have met through 
a book club and woodworking proj-
ects. The possibilities are endless 
of how new FAFA groups can take 
shape! Contact Sarah Olson at 
solson@trinitylc.org if you have an 
idea for a FAFA group.

mailto:solson@trinitylc.org
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Sunday Forum 
10 a.m. | Garden Room
The season of Advent brings a variety 
of sensations and emotions. Join us 
in Sunday Forum as we explore the 
meaning, experiences and spiritual 
practices that come with Advent.

Dec. 4 – Ask Your Pastors 
Discussion with Pastors Chris and 
Peter about Advent and more….bring 
your questions!

Dec. 11 –  Hope in the Resurrection 
Zone with Marty Stortz 
There’s a lot in the anxiety closet these 
days—as we weigh climate change, 
distant wars with local impact, racial 
injustice, political division, economic 
insecurity. Sometimes hope is hard to 
come by. Drawing on experience, Marty 
will distinguish between false hope, 
based in wishful thinking and fantasy, 
and true hope, rooted in what is real; 
hoping for something and hoping in 
something—or someone;  having hope 
and the sense that hope somehow has 
you, and a kind of DYI (do-it-yourself) 
hope and hoping with another, others, 
or a community. Marty is the second 
Bernhard M. Christensen Professor 

Monthly Family Faith Event:  
Christmas Cookies & Nativities
Sunday, Dec. 11 | 10 am | Gym
All ages and stages are invited to the 
Gym in between services to decorate 
(and eat!) a Christmas cookie and 
build a nativity to take home. No 
registration required.

High School Mission Trip 
Informational Meeting
Puerto Rico Summer 2023
Sunday, Dec. 4 | 7 – 8 pm 
Garden Room at Trinity
You’re invited to an informational 
meeting describing our Summer 2023 
Puerto Rico Mission Trip, June 24–
July 1, 2023. Overview, schedules, costs 
and more will be covered this night. 
Come be a part of, and learn more about, 
how you can be God’s light, hands and 
heart in this world! For students and 
parents. Questions? Contact Monty Lysne 
at mlysne@trinitylc.org.

of Religion and Vocation at Augsburg 
University. She is a distinguished theolo-
gian whose scholarship includes work in 
historical and systematic theology, ethics, 
and biblical studies. She is an acclaimed 
teacher, scholar, and leader in the church, 
academy, and wider society. In addition 
to her many published articles, she is 
the author of A World According to God: 
Practices for Putting Faith at the Center 
of Your Life (2004), Blessed to Follow: The 
Beatitudes as a Compass for Discipleship 
(2008), and Called to Follow: Journeys in 
John’s Gospel (2017).

Dec. 18 –The Spiritual Practice of 
Prayer Painting with Jody Thone 
We are excited to have Jody Thone join 
us to share the practice of prayer painting 
(no experience necessary!). Everyone has 
an inner creator but we often don’t see it 
in ourselves. Join us to learn about recov-
ering our creativity and hope through 
prayer painting.

Jody is currently the Director of 
Leadership Development for the 
Minnesota Annual Conference of the 
United Methodist Church and had been 
the leader of “On Purpose Ministry” here 
at Trinity. She brings a wealth of gifts 
in helping individuals and community 
organizations in spiritual growth, leader-
ship, mission and purpose.

Living Faith in the 
Modern World: a place 
for all adults and teens 
to wonder, learn, share 
and grow in faith

Advent • Preparing • Hope • Anticipation • Waiting • 
Excitement • Sorrow • Joy • Peace • Love • Light • Grief • 
Loneliness • Family • Friends • Darkness • Angels • Grace

mailto:mlysne@trinitylc.org
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CONGREGATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

Solo 55 Plus is a faith-based fellowship 
group for those single and over 55.
Frequent activities are planned 
and announced in a weekly 
newsletter. To receive the news-
letter, become a member, or seek 
information, please send email to: 
SOLO55PLUS@gmail.com.

You are invited to a special GLOW/AWE event!
Botticelli Exhibit at Minneapolis Institute of Art (MIA)
Tour led by Docent Sheila-Marie Untiedt
Tuesday, Dec. 27 at 10 a.m. | Tickets are $20
(Sign up by Dec. 13)
According to Sheila-Marie, “this is a stunning exhibition and a coup for MIA.” From the 
MIA: In Renaissance Florence, artists saw art anew, inspired by ancient marbles and 
myths as well as the humanism of ruler and patron Lorenzo de’ Medici. At the center 
of it all was Sandro Botticelli (1445–1510), whose genius for transforming classical 
themes into wholly original art inspired new ideals of beauty. Now, in a remarkable 
partnership with the Uffizi Galleries, Mia is hosting a major exhibition exploring the 
fevered creativity that defined this time and place. Paintings, sculptures, and prints 
from Mia’s collection will be shown alongside masterworks from the Uffizi, including 
rare paintings and drawings by Botticelli, such as his masterful Pallas and the Centaur 
(c. 1482); works by his teacher (Fra Filippo Lippi) and colleagues (Domenico Ghirlandaio, 
Cosimo Rosselli, Perugino); and ancient Greek and Roman marbles that the Florentine 
artists saw and studied. Mia is privileged to be the single stop for this exhibition, an 
enviable opportunity to see Uffizi stars that rarely travel outside Italy.

The tour is one hour long. If more than nine people sign up, a second tour will be 
offered at 11 a.m. on the same day. (Maximum number of participants for both is 18.)

You will purchase your own ticket; however, tickets are time specific so Sandy Wendt 
will be coordinating groups and times. Please RSVP by Dec. 13 with your name and 
email to Sandy at sjwendt46@gmail.com. More information will then be shared 
regarding when and how to purchase tickets.

Read more about GLOW/AWE at: https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/
glow-awe/

Affinity Groups are in session!
Affinity Groups gather together around 
a variety of shared interests and experi-
ences. It’s not too late, contact Pastor 
Peter at pwestonmiller@trinitylc.org or 
Zanny Johnson at zjohnson@trinitylc.org 
to get connected to the leaders. Here are 
the current groups:

• Nerdy Historians

• Handbell Appreciation (a non- 
performing group) 

• LGBTQIA+

• Deepening Spirituality

• Co-Create with God

Celebrating Seniors Christmas Worship & Lunch
Wednesday, Dec. 7 at 11 a.m. | Garden Room
We are back! For the first time since the pandemic started, we are gathering 
again in person for a Celebrating Seniors event, hosted by Trinity’s Caring 
Friends. (Event begins at 11 a.m. and ends at 1 p.m.)
If you are age 75 or older, please join us for Christmas worship, luncheon, 
and entertainment by Trinity’s own Phil Kadidlo, Robin Cain, Clark Weyrauch 
and Zanny Johnson.
No cost to attend and no RSVP necessary—join us! 

celebrating
Christmas Worship & Lunch

Seniors

mailto:SOLO55PLUS@gmail.com
mailto:sjwendt46@gmail.com
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/connections/
mailto:pwestonmiller@trinitylc.org
mailto:zjohnson@trinitylc.org
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ABIDE READERS 
Accountability • Belonging • 
Inclusion • Diversity • Equity 

BOOK DISCUSSIONS 
Last Mondays | 6:30-8 pm 
on Zoom 
All are welcome! ABIDE Readers are all 
at different points in our Awareness, 
Relationships and Commitment in the ARC 
of social justice. We all have much to learn. 
We continue to be ever more shocked by 
the unconscionable harm inflicted on so 
many peoples and yet, an abiding hope, 
faith, courage and love radiates from the 
very people we harm.

We often remark how grateful we are 
to be together on this challenging and 
demanding journey. We invite you to read 
alongside us, to learn with us, to move 
forward together in the mission we share. 
Check out these books and more from the 
Trinity Library shelf in the Narthex.

UPCOMING BOOK DISCUSSIONS:

Nov. 28 – Becoming Kin: An Indigenous 
Call to Unforgetting The Past and 
Reimagining Our Future by Patty Krawec

(No meeting in December)

Jan. 23 – Solito: A Memoir by 
Javier Zamora

Feb. 27 – The Gatherings: Reimagining 
Indigenous-Settler Relations by 
Shirley N. Hager

March 27 – The End of Bias: A Beginning: 
The Science and Practice of Overcoming 
Unconscious Bias by Jessica Jordell

April 24 – White Birch, Red Hawthorn:  
A Memoir by Nora Murphy

May 22 – Dear America: Notes 
of an Undocumented Citizen by 
Jose Antonio Vargas 

For more information or for the Zoom link, 
contact Ann Wolff at wolff701@msn.com 
or 651-260-3855.

You are invited to an Advent PAUSE gathering!
Advent PAUSE gatherings will occur around the week of Dec. 4-10 
Sign up at: https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/advent-pause/
YOU are invited to an Advent PAUSE gathering! 
Advent P.A.U.S.E. (Peace And Understanding – a Season to Embrace) 
A season of HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE.

A season of invitation and anticipation. A season to create space in our heart and home 
for God’s story, where God’s love is extended to all.

Advent P.A.U.S.E. is a space for women of all ages, and for new and old acquaintances, 
friends, family, co-workers, neighbors, and more to gather, share, and experience God’s 
presence, love, and hope with and through each other. Come! Join others at a small 
gathering.

• A variety of dates and locations are offered to fit your schedule.

• The Advent PAUSE gatherings are scheduled during and around the week of 
December 4-10.

• The gatherings are available either in person or via zoom. Choose which works best 
for you.

Advent P.A.U.S.E. sign ups are Nov. 20 through Dec. 10, and are available at the online 
forms found on our website at: https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/advent-pause/

Gather, pause, and share in the stories, promises and hope of Advent. Invite others 
to join you, too! For more information or questions, contact Karen Gieseke at 
kgieseke@live.com or 651-492-6610.

This invitation is for YOU, to meet new women or gather with those you already know, 
and to give yourself a gift of time to PAUSE.

mailto:wolff701@msn.com
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/advent-pause/
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/advent-pause/
mailto:kgieseke@live.com
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WOMEN’S RETREATS
Thirty-one Trinity women gathered on 
Saturday, Nov. 12 for a half-day women’s 
retreat, hosted at Memorial Lutheran 
Church in Afton.

Together we discussed the God-given 
creativity within each of us, how it 
manifests in the world, did show-and-
tell, wrote poems, made Wishing Wands, 
sang, laughed, prayed, and got to know 
one another. 

Save the date for a full weekend retreat 
Feb. 3-5, 2023. More details coming soon.

Details for the February weekend retreat will be posted at: 
https://trinitylc.org/congregational-life/special-event/



WORSHIP ON TV
Watch Sunday Worship on local 
channel 14 through Valley Access 
Sunday at 11 a.m. (week delay)
Sunday  at 7 p.m.
Monday at 7 a.m. & 1 p.m.

Because God

first loved us,

we live as Jesus in the world, 

loving God and 
loving neighbor.

CORE VALUES 
Engaging Worship
Radical Hospitality
Authentic Community
Lifelong Faith Formation
Compassionate Action

Read our welcome statement at: https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Sunday, Oct. 23
In-person 8:45 am ___________ 123
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 87
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 143
In-person 11 am _____________ 85
Live online views 11 am ______ 14
Online views/week 11 am ____ 38
Sunday, Oct. 30 - Confirmation
In-person 8:45 am ___________ 179
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 71
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 129
In-person 11 am ____________ 230
Live online views 11 am ______ 12
Online views/week 11 am ____ 45
Sunday, Nov. 6 - All Saints
In-person 8:45 am ___________ 185
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 91
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 167
In-person 11 am _____________ 92
Live online views 11 am ______ 19
Online views/week 11 am ____ 60
Sunday, Nov. 13
In-person 8:45 am ___________ 179
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 78
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 134
In-person 11 am ____________ 134
Live online views 11 am ______ 23
Online views/week 11 am ____ 87

NOTE: Online views in one week are one-
minute or longer views.
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• Amelia O’Brien Vickers, 
daughter of Jay & 
Caitlin Vickers

BAPTISM

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open the 
following hours or by appointment.
Monday–Thursday | 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

bread of life

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/
mailto:info@trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org
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Form and payment must be submitted by Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022
In the spirit of honoring/memorializing loved ones this Christmas, we welcome donations toward local benevolences 
such as St. Croix Chaplaincy and Valley Outreach Emergency Fund and Food Shelf, or a Christmas Garden (floral display) 
to beautify our Worship Center. Names will be printed in the January issue of Trinity Today.

ONLINE: scan the QR code with your smartphone camera or visit: https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed.
aspx?formId=896d6c13-7762-46e9-8a38-0a9ab37a89ec 

If you prefer, please stop in the Church Office during regular hours (Monday through Thursday) with your cash or check 
and Jeannie or Linda will assist you in completing the form.

PAPER: fill out the form below and mail it with your payment to the Church Office at PO Box 339, Stillwater, MN 55082.

 Local Benevolences: $ _________________  Christmas Garden (suggested donation $20): $________________

In memory of: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

In honor of: _________________________________________________________________________

Given by: ___________________________________________________________________________

Phone: (_______)_______________________ Total amount enclosed $ ________________

Christmas Garden & Local Benevolences Gif t Oppor tunities

https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed

