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LEAD PASTOR THE REV. DR. CHRIS BELLEFEUILLE

“As generous distributors of God’s 
manifold grace, put your gifts at the 
service of one another, each in the 
measure you have received.”    
– 1 Peter 4:10

First Peter is a glorious compendium 
of encouragement and exhortation 
about how to be the body of Christ 
alive in the world. Generosity, integ-
rity, honesty, compassion and prayer 
can be found in this small epistle. As 
well as a profound proclamation of 
the gospel! We are recipients of God’s 
manifold grace. Grace that is poured out 
in our lives in a multiplicity of ways: love, 
forgiveness, belonging, energy, talent and 
material resources!
Each year we invite everyone to 
partner in a stewardship pledge drive 
to glean the harvest of God’s manifold 
grace for the sake of our shared work 
in the gospel: Engaging Worship, 
Lifelong Faith Formation, Authentic 
Community, Radical Hospitality and 
Compassionate Action. This year’s 
theme is “Still On Our Way.”
We are now 151 years old and “Still 
On Our Way,” journeying faithfully 
together with God, loving God and 
loving neighbor. We weathered 
an entire year dislocated from our 
building, meeting outside at the drive 
in, in parks, and on patios. We weath-
ered another year of masking, vacci-
nating, staying home, and gathering 
hopefully (and carefully!). We came 
through a year of unprecedented 
abundance into a year of cautiousness 
and uncertainty. What will it mean to 
be the church after all that we have 
been through? What does Sunday 
worship mean when we can log in 
online? How do we re-engage kids 
and families who are still reeling from 
the constant inconstancies of the past 
two years? Who ARE our neighbors 
and what do they need? Will there 
be enough?

Often, in personal or business 
finances, questions and uncertainties 
slow us down, cause us to pause, dig 
in, and hold back. Faithful steward-
ship calls us to something different. 
We are called to engage these ques-
tions with courage and curiosity, 
trusting the gospel is still worth 
proclaiming, God’s manifold grace is 
still abounding, and we are still part 
of God’s ongoing creative and salvific 
activity in the world—even as we live 
into these questions together. Living 
like God still stirs the spirit of Trinity 
to a bold proclamation of love and 
inclusion and generosity. We lean in 
wholeheartedly, putting our collective 
gifts to the service of each other and 
our neighbors in the measure God 
has granted.
Are we different than before March 
2020? You bet we are. Do we have a 
future? Hallelujah and thanks be to 
God, we do! And we are “Still On Our 
Way,” trusting in a God both eternal 
and ever renewing.
Along with the Stewardship Team, 
Staff and Council, I invite you to join 
my husband Ted and me in boldly 
making a pledge to our shared future 
as a vibrant expression of God’s 
manifold grace for the world.
Giving thanks to be “Still On Our 
Way” with you,

Pastor Chris

Still on Our Way
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Big Kid 
Confirmation
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. (whenever 
Confirmation for Grades 6/7/8 meets)

Many of you have expressed a desire 
for deeper bible knowledge, a clearer 
understanding of what it means to be 
Lutheran, and a longing to connect with 
other members of our faith family. Do we 
have an opportunity for you!

Each Wednesday evening that confir-
mation is in session (for a link to our 
calendar, visit: https://trinitylc.org/
calendar) we are having a concurrent 
Big Kids Confirmation!* We will study 
the same things our confirmation 
students are studying but from an 
adult perspective. 

Did you know that most confirmation 
small group leaders say it was the best 
thing they did for their own faith forma-
tion? Well, this is a chance for the rest of 
you to have that same experience in a 
community of safety, love and curiosity. 

Come first for Dinner Church (meal and 
worship) at 5:45 p.m. if you like. Big Kid’s 
Confirmation starts at 6:30 p.m. Most 
sessions lead by Pastor Chris with guest 
appearances by Pastor Peter and others. 
Any questions, contact Pastor Chris at 
cbellefeuille@trinitylc.org.

*This year we will begin with 
Lutheranism, Martin Luther, and 
the sacraments! We will also partici-
pate in the session with our Guest 
Vance Blackfox (Cherokee) on Oct. 5.

“And will not God grant justice to 
the chosen ones who cry to God day 
and night? Will God delay long in 
helping them?” – Luke 18:7

https://trinitylc.org/
mailto:cbellefeuille@trinitylc.org
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PASTOR OF LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION  
THE REV. PETER WESTON MILLER

Setting the Table for a New Program Year
Happy fall y’all! Pumpkin spice. 
Windows opened. Squirrels running 
frantic to their storehouses. Greenery 
giving a final wave. God’s world 
continues shift at the equinox which is 
such a wonder in the Midwest.
Our teams at Trinity have been 
working hard to get things in place 
for this new year as the Body of Christ 
in 2022. Program materials and the 
ministry guide are out, postcards 
and emails have been sent. We even 
have a new print/digital 150th history 
book. TrinityFEST was a blast (with 
Joe Davis sharing some power words 
of relational abundance). It feels so 
good and so different to be launching 
into a new season by the grace of God 
and the wide availability of helpful 
vaccines. It feels like a new normal, 
forging ahead in trust and hope, even 
as the many challenges highlighted 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
remain stubbornly unresolved. 
And we are grateful for fresh engage-
ment and people building new 
patterns back into their lives again, 
while still many-many-many-many 
have led steadfast and resiliently for 
the sake of this church/God’s world. 
Thank you for being the church in all 
circumstances, Trinity.
As we set the table for this new 
program year, we know that it still 
feels like a lot to commit and rebuild, 
but we deeply believe that life centered 
in Christ at Trinity will nourish your 
soul. Faith is the anchor that keeps all 
the other stuff running smoothly, even 
when it does feel like our calendars are 
running overtime again.
We have lots of small experiments to 
meet people where they are at in their 
journey with God  (some with very 
ancient traditions), including a revised 
Sunday morning Children & Family 
Faith Formation schedule (moving 
to the 10 a.m. Learning Hour in 
between services for Pre-K – Grade 5), 
a revamped Calm Lounge for our very 
youngest worshippers, Dinner Church 
and Open Gym on Wednesdays, 
and some newly developed Affinity 

Groups. We also have a great lineup 
of speakers and educational topics, 
even bringing in Vance Blackfox to 
help us understand the social and 
spiritual wisdom of our Indigenous 
siblings.  We hope that you will take 
a look, sign up for an Affinity Group, 
and share your faith as a family 
here. It feels like the right time for a 
spiritual homecoming.
Fall blessings,

Pastor Peter

THERE’S STILL TIME TO REGISTER!

CHILDREN & FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
Sundays, 10-10:45 am – Faith Formation 
for Pre-K–Grade 5 families and Monthly 
Family Faith Events 

Weekly Sunday Faith Formation 
is for children Pre-K—Grade 5 and 
their caregivers. Programming begins 
together as a large group to hear the 
day’s story, then adults break off for 
a time of fellowship and facilitated 
discussion while children work on a 
hands-on activity 
based on the 
day’s story.

To register visit www.
trinitylc.org or scan 
the QR code with your 
smartphone camera.

Monthly Family 
Faith Events take place once a month, 
bridging fellowship, fun, and faith. 
Most MFFEs are on Sundays between 
worship services in lieu of weekly Sunday 
Faith Formation. All ages welcome to 
participate! No need to register. See the 
list of monthly events at: https://trinitylc.
org/learning/family/

MIDDLE SCHOOL CONFIRMATION
Grades 6/7/8

Wednesdays, Small Groups from  
6:30 – 7:45 pm | Garden Room
Open Gym at 5 pm  |  
Dinner Church  
at 5:45 pm

To register visit www.
trinitylc.org or scan 
the QR code with your 
smartphone camera.

9TH GRADE CONFIRMATION
Oct. 14-15 – Overnight Confirmation 
Retreat at Camp St. Croix
Sunday, Oct. 23 – Small Group Meeting 
from 7–8 p.m. to go over projects 
Sunday, Oct. 30 – 
Confirmation Day  
at Trinity

To register visit www.
trinitylc.org or scan 
the QR code with your 
smartphone camera.

3

October Family Faith Event –  
Fall Harvest Party on Sunday, Oct. 16, 
10 a.m. on the Green Space (Gym as 
back up for weather).

http://www.trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org
https://trinitylc.org/learning/family/
https://trinitylc.org/learning/family/
http://www.trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org
http://www.trinitylc.org
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Financial Note 
As this issue of Trinity Today goes to 
press, the year-end financial results for 
Trinity’s fiscal year 2022 are still in their 
preliminary stage and are now in our 
customary year-end review with our 
auditors. Thank you all for your financial 
support of Trinity and its ministries. The 
final financial results for FY 2022 will be 
available in late October/early November 
and will be published in Trinity’s annual 
report. Details will be reviewed at a 
budget forum and at the annual meeting 
in November. Thank you!
– Bob Eiselt, Parish Administrator

Andrew Thelander
COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Krista Gossai
COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT

Tom Haugrud
COUNCIL SECRETARY
 

Bill Bjorum
COUNCIL TREASURER
 

Jill Longnecker
COUNCIL MEMBER

Chris Bellefeuille, D.Min.
LEAD PASTOR

Congregational Council

By Noah Schumacher, Stewardship Chair
What a great time to be part of the 
faith community at Trinity! After 
150 plus years, Trinity is Still On 
Our Way welcoming new members, 
sending future leaders on mission 
trips, providing community outreach, 
global outreach, lifelong learning 
experiences, and many other opportu-
nities to serve. It is not by chance that 
Trinity has such a strong collaborative 
faith. Trinity is blessed with stewards 
like you, who live and give faithfully 
of time, talents, and treasures. 
This year our slogan for our Annual 
Giving Appeal is: Still On Our Way. 
Still–After 150 plus years we are 
continuing to do God’s work  
On–A lifelong journey
Our–A collective effort that centers 
our collaborative faith  
Way–The path towards good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God
During this year’s annual giving 
appeal, please prayerfully consider 
donating or increasing your financial 
support for Trinity. Remember that no 
matter what you give, you are making 
a difference. 
Reasons for Giving:
- We are investing into the building 

and programs that have made 
Trinity such a welcoming place. 

- We are supporting the members 
of Trinity, the community, and our 
partners around the world. 

- We are standing up for justice, 
praying for peace, and working 
towards equality for all.

- We are believing in and nurturing 
our youth through programing and 
mission opportunities.

Types of Giving:
- First Time Giver: Prayerfully 

consider an amount you’re comfort-
able giving. 

- Intentional Giver:  Plan a percentage 
of your income to give.

- Growing Giver:  Increase the 
percentage or dollar amount you give.

- Automated Giver:  Sign up to 
provide a steady, predictable 
revenue for the church.

Goals for Giving:
- Raise $1.1 million or more in 

pledged contributions 
- Ask for pledges from 350 families, an 

increase of 25 families from last year
- Increase automated giving partici-

pants by 20 new families
In between services on Oct. 2 and 9 
and during faith formation on Oct. 5, 
Trinity’s stewardship team will be 
handing out materials to members 
further outlining the campaign. The 
materials include our 2023 brochure 
containing stewardship stories from 
our members, literature outlining how 
your gifts impact Trinity, and also 
highlights of our past year. Try to stop 
by and connect, but no worries if you 
cannot, we can deliver or mail.
On behalf of the stewardship team, 
thank you for considering and thank you 
for joining me in giving back to Trinity 
as we are forever Still On Our Way.
”As good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God, each of you should use 
whatever gift he has received to serve 
one another.” – 1 Peter 4:10

Stop by the Comprehensive Campaign 
Info Table Between Worship Services
Please stop by the comprehensive 
campaign information table in the 
Narthex between services on the first few 
Sundays in October to learn more about 
the feasibility for a capital campaign 
which will be voted on at our annual 
meeting in November. Pick up your copy 
of the case statement. Congregational 
council members will be available to 
answer your questions.

4 October 2022 • trinity.today.
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LIFELONG FAITH 
FORMATION

Living Faith in the Modern World
Sunday Forum | Sundays at 10 a.m. | Garden Room

A place for all adults and teens to 
wonder, learn, share and grow in faith
Oct. 2 – Reception for Vance Blackfox, Cherokee,  
Director of Indigenous Ministries & Tribal Relations 
Director Blackfox will be preaching and teaching a series of classes on Indigenous 
history, Native and Indian Theology, and contemporary application. Join us in the 
Narthex for an informal reception between services.

Oct. 9 – Lutheran 101 and 2022 Churchwide Review & Report 
Our very own Penny Catlin will share her experience at the 2022 Churchwide 
Assembly as well as what it means to be the Lutheran Church of the 21st Century.

Oct. 16 – Religion & Politics in the Early Years of America  
led by Dr. Bob Boyd 
The relationship between religion and politics (church and state) in America has been 
historically complicated, at times controversial, and a project still in the making. The 
presentation on Oct. 16, will examine this relationship as it developed in the early 
stages of the founding of our country—from the first colony established, to the 
adoption of the first amendment of the United States Constitution that guaranteed 
religious freedom. (Also see page 14.)

Wednesday Oct. 19 & Sunday Oct. 23 – Christian Nationalism &  
Why It Matters (Parts 1 & 2)  
American Christians have always struggled with the relationship between church and 
state. But in recent years the alignment between right-wing politics and Christianity 
has taken on a new intensity in a movement called “Christian Nationalism.” This 
power grab co-opts the language and symbols of Christianity, deceiving many and 
harming both our faith and democracy. Pr. Rolf Olson and Dr. Nancy Koester lead our 
conversation in a two-part series.

Oct. 30 – Speak Up Bystander Training 
Stay tuned for more details.

Wednesday evenings at Trinity

 + God is calling us back to the table +

Something for the whole family

Dinner Church
4:30-5:15 p.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal (K-5th grade) 
– Heritage Chapel
5-5:45 p.m. Open Gym 
5:45 p.m. Eat Together – Garden Room
6-6:30 p.m. Dinner Church – Worship & Meal
6:30-7:45 p.m. Break into Small Groups:
• FAFA (Fourth And Fifth grade Affinity)
• Confirmation for grades 6-8
• Big Kid Confirmation (see page 2)
• Supervised play in the Gym for younger children

https://trinitylc.org/learning/family/dinner-church/

https://trinitylc.org/learning/family/dinner-church/
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CONGREGATIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

Solo 55 Plus is a faith-based fellowship 
group for those single and over 55.
Frequent activities are planned 
and announced in a weekly 
newsletter. To receive the news-
letter, become a member, or seek 
information, please send email to: 
SOLO55PLUS@gmail.com.

men’s bible study
Thursdays at 8:30 a.m.
Boutwells Landing 
Pastor Steve Hokonson is leading a Men’s 
Bible study. The Bible Study meets on 
Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. in the Skyview 
Conference Room located on the second 
floor of the Boutwells’ main building 
located in Oak Park Heights. Invite your 
friends and neighbors, as participants 
are from Trinity and other area churches. 
Questions? Please contact John Hodler at 
johnhodler@gmail.com.

WOMEN’S retreats
Mark your calendars for time away with 
other Trinity women to be refreshed, 
spiritually uplifted, make new friends and 
strengthen connections with those you 
already know!

Fall Half-Day Retreat
Saturday, Nov. 12, 9 am to 1 pm at 
Memorial Lutheran Church in Afton
Cost: $25

Full Weekend Retreat
Feb. 3-5, 2023 
Location TBD

Stay tuned for details and theme. 
Questions? Contact Zanny Johnson at 
zjohnson@trinitylc.org.

Group Spiritual Direction
Six-session series offered various 
times throughout the year 
“Spiritual direction is like a lazy river…
slow moving, unexpected and fluid, 
while still boundaried. It is a safe place 
to experience the presence of the 
Holy Spirit through guided centering 
prayer, scripture, silence and the sharing 
of others.” 

Spiritual Direction Groups meet six times, 
about every other week, or as the group 
decides. Group sizes are from three to 
six people. 

Must have access to a computer, a 
commitment to attendance and confi-
dentiality, and a willingness to share and 
listen. To learn more or sign up, contact 
Zanny Johnson at zjohnson@trinitylc.org.

NAMI SUPPORT GROUPS
Many people find that hearing others’ 
stories regarding their family’s mental 
health challenges helps them realize 
that they are not alone and that help is 
available. Support groups are made up 
of folks who discuss their experiences 
confidentially and learn more about 
managing their daily lives.
NAMI in-person  support group 
meeting are usually on the first and 
third Mondays of the month from 
6:30-8:00 PM at the  Stillwater Public 
Library-upper level, 224 3rd St N. 
Stillwater MN 55082. The  meeting in 
held in the Margaret Rivers Room A. 
Can't make this group or need more 
support? Other NAMI family support 
groups are also available. Family 
support group are also offered on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of the 
month using Zoom.
In person meeting contact person/
facilitator is Bob Meyer: robert.marie.
meyer@comcast.net
Zoom support group meeting link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZErfu-srD4uGdHW7OhPE-
299D06EIlVkQP16 

Finding Affinity at Trinity—Small 
Groups Forming for Fall
At Trinity, we are excited to continue 
weaving God’s people together through 
a variety of shared interests and experi-
ences. This fall, you are invited to join 
an Affinity Group—6-8 individuals 
that gather regularly around a shared 
interest, activity, topic, or experience. 
Visit www.trinitylc.org or scan the QR 
code with your 
smartphone camera 
to find out more 
and get connected 
now. Find your place 
with God’s people at 
Trinity. 

mailto:SOLO55PLUS@gmail.com
mailto:johnhodler@gmail.com
mailto:zjohnson@trinitylc.org
mailto:zjohnson@trinitylc.org
mailto:meyer@comcast.net
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/
http://www.trinitylc.org
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ABIDE READERS 
Accountability • Belonging • 
Inclusion • Diversity • Equity 

BOOK DISCUSSION: 
All the Frequent Troubles of Our Days: 
The True Story of the American Woman 
at the Heart of the German Resistance to 
Hitler by Rebecca Donner 
Monday, Oct. 24 | 6:30-8 pm on Zoom 

“And will not God grant justice to the 
chosen ones who cry to God day and 
night? Will God delay long in helping 
them?”   – Luke 18:7

I don’t usually make a direct connection 
between the theme of Trinity Today and 
ABIDE Readers’ current book, however, 
this month, the connection seems clear. 
Mildred Fish-Harnack, a young woman 
from Milwaukee, who had graduated from 
UW-Madison and was living in Germany 
with her German husband and teaching 
American literature, most certainly heard 
the cry of the chosen ones and worked far 
beyond what I can imagine to help them 
and to try to bring about justice.

ABIDE Readers will be joined by Sonia 
and Bill Esch at our Oct. 24 discussion of 
All the Frequent Troubles of Our Days: The 
True Story of the American Woman at the 
Heart of the German Resistance to Hitler by 
Rebecca Donner.

Bill and Sonia recently connected with the 
author at UW-Madison where Rebecca, 
a great-great niece of Mildred, delivered 
the annual Mildred Fish-Harnack Human 
Rights and Democracy lecture. Bill is 
also a relative of Mildred. I hope you can 
join us, Monday, Oct. 24, 6:30-8 p.m. via 
Zoom for an amazing discussion. For 
more information or for the Zoom link 
contact Ann Wolff wolff701@msn.com or 
651-260-3855.

On Sept. 10, the GLOW/AWE group hiked at Standing Cedars in Osceola. What started 
out to be “iffy” weather, turned perfect for hiking the Cascade Ridge loop off Rustic 
Road South. The 3-mile, well maintained, forested loop offered some beautiful views 
along the route, and lively chatter and laughter echoed through the woods. The group 
continued the fun day with lunch at Tippy Canoe. Mark your calendars for upcoming 
GLOW/AWE events.

UPCOMING GLOW/AWE EVENTS:
Bonfire & Roasted Hotdogs 
Thursday, Oct. 13, 6-8 pm | St. Croix Boom Site 
Treats to share are welcome. Contact Jill Longnecker at 651-263-6802 to sign up.

The Wizard of Oz by Ashland Productions
Friday, Nov. 11, 7 pm | Maplewood Community Center
Adults $24, Seniors (60+) $22
Reservation and payment needed by Tuesday, Oct. 18. Please RSVP to Sandy Wendt at 
651-470-1902 or sjwendt46@gmail.com.

mailto:wolff701@msn.com
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Sunday, Oct. 2Sunday, Oct. 2 
Vance Blackfox preaches at both 8:45 and 11 a.m. worship services  
– Worship Center at Trinity
2-4 p.m. – Blanket Exercise – Garden Room at Trinity (ages 15 and up)

Tuesday, Oct. 4Tuesday, Oct. 4
6:30-8 p.m. – Indigenous Thought & Theology – Worship Center at Trinity 
(open to all ages)

Wednesday, Oct. 5Wednesday, Oct. 5
6:30-8 p.m. – Indian 101 – Worship Center at Trinity (open to all ages)

Events are free 
provided by a 
generous grant 
from our Saint Paul 
Area Synod, but do 
require registration. 
Brought to you by 
Trinity’s Racial Justice 
Ministry Team.

Please use Trinity’s 
main entrance on 
Fourth Street.

Education Series 
You are invited to an education series at Trinity Lutheran Church with special guest Vance Blackfox,  
citizen of the Cherokee Nation, founder and director of Other+Wise, and director of Indigenous Ministries 
and Tribal Relations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) churchwide organization.

Read a detailed description of each class and register online at: 
trinitylc.org//welcome//who-we-are//racial-justice//

Scan the QR code with your 
smartphone camera or visit our 
web site at the address below.
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Trinity to Host Why Treaties Matter Traveling Exhibit 
Coinciding with the education series, we are honored to be the host site of the traveling exhibit Why Treaties Matter: Self-
Government in the Dakota and Ojibwe Nations. Learn from Dakota and Ojibwe Nations’ new and innovative ways to create commu-
nity, build sustainable systems, and relate to one another. The exhibit is a collaboration of the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council, 
the Minnesota Humanities Center, and the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of the American Indian. Docents will be 
available between worship services on Sundays, Oct. 2 and Oct. 9 for our faith community. Also see the public viewing hours 
below or visit our web site (scroll to “Why Treaties Matter”): https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/racial-justice/

 
 

<<Month Day – Month Day, Year>> 
 

<Host Site Name> 
<Address 1> 
<Address 2> 

<City> 
 

Open to the Public 
<Times> 

 
<Webpage and additional information> 

 
 

<<Month Day – Month Day, Year>> 
 

<Host Site Name> 
<Address 1> 
<Address 2> 

<City> 
 

Open to the Public 
<Times> 

 
<Webpage and additional information> 

EXHIBIT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:
Wednesday, Sept. 28  
10 am-noon & 3:30-6:30 pm
Thursday, Sept. 29 5:30-8:30 pm
Friday, Sept. 30 noon-4 pm
Tuesday, Oct. 4 3:30-6:30 pm
Wednesday, Oct. 5  
10 am-noon & 3:30-6:30 pm

https://trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/racial-justice/


WORSHIP  
& MUSIC

Worship Texts 
Below are the scripture texts from 
the Revised Common Lectionary 
that will be used on the date listed to 
prepare the message for worship.
Oct. 2 _____________ Luke 17:5-10
Oct. 9 ____________ John 17:20-23
Oct. 16 _____________ Luke 18:1-8
Oct. 23 ____________ Luke 18:9-14
Oct. 30 ____________ Luke 19:1-10

10 October 2022 • trinity.today.

 Fall  
Worship

Sunday, Oct. 2  
Guest Preacher, Vance Blackfox, a 
citizen of the Cherokee Nation
8:45 a.m. Trinity Choir with guest 
soloist, Jack Swanson
11 a.m. Trinity Worship Band

Sunday, Oct. 9  
Indigenous People’s Day Worship
8:45 a.m. Trinity Choir with horn, 
cello, and percussion 
11 a.m. Trinity Worship Band

Sunday, Oct. 16
8:45 a.m. Trinity Choir with guest 
soloist, Katie Henly
11 a.m. Folk-flair music with guest 
singers Katie Henly & Mary Swanson

Sunday, Oct. 23
8:45 a.m. Trinity Handbells
11 a.m. Trinity Worship Band

Sunday, Oct. 30 
Reformation/Confirmation Sunday
8:45 a.m. Trinity Choir with Compass 
Rose Brass Ensemble
11 a.m. Trinity Worship Band

8:45 a.m. Worship In-person at Trinity, 
livestream and online

11 a.m.  Worship In-person at Trinity, 
livestream and online

10 a.m. Learning Hour Family & 
Children Faith Formation | Sunday Forum

FROM TOP: Vance Blackfox, 
Jack Swanson, Katie Henly and 
Compass Rose Brass Ensemble

PHOTOS from Blessing of the Animals at 
drive-in worship on Aug. 28. More photos 
on page 15.
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FESTCelebration
Trinity

7th Annual

Our seasonal drive-in worship wrapped up with 
a celebration of TrinityFEST on Sunday, Sept. 18. 
Thank you to all who helped make it happen and 
those who participated in the festivities! We enjoyed 
worship with an inspiring sermon by Joe Davis and 
music by the worship band and brass ensemble. The 
day also included ministry guide giveaways, food, 
ministry fair, communion wine tasting and voting 
(see results below), vaccine clinic, 150th anniversary 
history book sales, bounce houses and more!

The Results Are In! After prayerful consideration, the members of Trinity Lutheran Church 
have come to a decision! The winner of the TrinityFEST wine tasting was wine #3, Franzia 
Dark Red Blend. In close second was Peter Vella Vineyards Red Sangria followed by House 
Wine Red Blend and Woodbridge Pinot Noir, respectively. We will plan to use the winner 
for communion in the coming church year.  Thank you to the Drive-In hospitality team for 
their help with the wine tasting!



OUTREACH 
MISSIONS
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Thank You to the “God’s 
Work. Our Hands.”  Crew
by Glenda Bjorum, Coordinator
The week of Sept. 6-11 was a busy 
one for many Trinity volunteers who 
participated in “God's Work. Our 
Hands.” projects. An ambitious crew 
of Trinity women cleaned the kitchen 
from top to bottom: organizing, 
sorting, and making sure everything 
is ready for the next big event. The 
Trinity Drive-in has a facelift thanks 
to Vic Thalacker's bobcat and a crew 
of shovelers and rakers who moved 
mountains of wood chips. Trees got 
trimmed, weeds pulled, and even a 
few plots of buckthorn disappeared.  
Several Trinity members spread the 
love by sharing their time doing light 
yardwork and window washing for a 
couple of Community Thread families 
who needed extra help getting the 
job done. All in all, “God's Work. Our 
Hands.” was a successful week where 
the community benefitted from the 
generosity of Trinity members who 
were willing to share their time, skills, 
and energy to care for God's people 
and God’s world.
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Some might say 
life is tough here. 
By Mike Johnson, Outreach 
Missions Team
From Philippians Chapter 4: 
4 Rejoice[b] in the Lord always; again 
I will say, Rejoice.[c] 5 Let your gentle-
ness be known to everyone. The Lord 
is near. 6 Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to 
God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.
Trinity Lutheran has a sister congrega-
tion in Tanzania, Mwatasi Lutheran. 
Pastor Erasto Chaula leads this 
growing congregation. It is in the 
Central Highlands of Tanzania in the 
Iringa District and very rural. 
Some might say life is tough here. 
There is no electricity and water is 
gathered at a few community sites. 
The water system is a product of the 
relationship that we have together. 
Many Trinity members have helped to 
make this system come to fruition by 
planning and digging and repairing. 
Electricity is not far off. The challenge 
is that the electric grid has been near 
for quite a while. The village has 
talked about having grid power in the 
next couple months, for years. 
COVID-19 has devastated this 
community. Deaths due to COVID-19 
have reached some, but the economic 
toll has reached all. And the crisis 
in Ukraine has also affected rural 
Tanzania. The cost of fertilizers for 
growing food is up over 300 percent 
and kitchen staples like wheat flour 
and cooking oil are not available.
It is tough here.
But there is good news. Pastor Chaula 
has grown his congregation to almost 
1,500 members and has 10 preaching 
sites. That is very impressive in this 
hardscrabble area. Pastor brings the 
good news of Jesus to the people of 
the region, the good news of God’s 
love and peace and community.
The pastor and a couple church 
leaders met with the Trinity Outreach 
Mission Sub Committee for Tanzania 
in May. At that time they shared the 
story that the pastor’s 2006 motorbike 
has lived passed its useful life and 
broke down to the point of no repair. 

PHOTO: Spike Carlsen did some busking 
downtown Stillwater in September. Sign 
reads “Busking for Afghanistan. 100% of 
any TIPS, DONATIONS, SUPPORT & GOOD 
WISHES go to local Afghan Refugee 
Resettlement Project.” Thanks Spike for 
your love and care of those in need.

He had hired drivers to get him from 
point to point for work. 
After the meeting, Trinity committee 
member, Michele Hermansen said 
that she really wanted to take care of 
getting a new motorbike for Pastor 
Chaula. There was communication 
through the Saint Paul Area Synod 
staff of Bega Kwa Bega program, 
which have staff in Tanzania and they 
helped us find a new bike in Iringa for 
under $1,500 (USD). Trinity’s Outreach 
Missions Team approved funding for 
the new bike from one generous donor 
and the Bega Kwa Bega staff helped to 
deliver it to Pastor Chaula.
Trinity has helped things to be a little 
easier in this tough place. Thank you 
for your prayers and generosity with 
our sisters and brothers in Tanzania!

Pastor Chaula 
(in the clerical 
collar and 
white jacket) 
receiving a 
new motor 
bike in August.
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SUNDAY FORUM

Sunday, Oct. 16
10 a.m.
Garden Room at Trinity

The relationship between religion 
and politics (church and state) 
in America has been historically 
complicated, at times controversial, 
and a project still in the making. 
We will examine this relationship as 
it developed in the early stages of 
the founding of our country — from 
the first colony established, to the 
adoption of the first amendment of 
the United States Constitution that 
guaranteed religious freedom.

RELIGION &  
POLITICS  
IN EARLY AMERICA  
(1607 – 1791)
Led by Bob Boyd

ALL ARE WELCOME.



Because God

first loved us,

we live as Jesus in the world, 

loving God and 
loving neighbor.

CORE VALUES 
Engaging Worship
Radical Hospitality
Authentic Community
Lifelong Faith Formation
Compassionate Action

Read our welcome statement at: https://
trinitylc.org/welcome/who-we-are/mission/

• To family and friends of  
Susan Honsvall

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Sunday, Aug. 21
In-person 8:45 am ____________ 69
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 76
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 140
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 171
Sunday, Aug. 28
In-person 8:45 am ____________ 70
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 86
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 152
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 137
Sunday, Sept. 4
In-person 8:45 am ____________ 51
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 66
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 131
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 197
Sunday, Sept. 11
In-person 8:45 am ___________ 107
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 81
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 207
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 165
Sunday, Sept. 18 TrinityFEST
(No in-person at 8:45 am)
Live online views 8:45 am _____ 68
Online views/week 8:45 am __ 119
In-person Drive-in 10 am ____ 308

NOTE: Online views in one week are one-
minute or longer views.
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• Stellan Douglas Gustafson, 
son of Chad & Katie Gustafson

• Henry Arthur Kroening, son of 
Cody & Kayla Kroening

BAPTISMS

115 4th St. N Text the word GENERAL to 651-571-5585 to securely give online  
Stillwater, MN  55082 

  

651-439-7400 Trinity Lutheran   
www.trinitylc.org Church in Stillwater, MN  trinity_stillwater 

MORE PHOTOS from Blessing of the 
Animals at drive-in worship on Aug. 28.
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NEW MEMBER SERIES:
Sunday, Oct. 2 | 10 am in Room 108  
Naming, Claiming & Aiming Your God-
given Talents led by Karen Gieseke
What are your strengths? God created you in God’s 
image, unique and gifted differently than anyone else! 
As a beloved child of God, you are invited to discover 
and explore your God-given talents, using the Clifton 
Strengths assessment as a tool to help you describe you 
and your talents! Once you have named your talents, 
we will explore together how to claim and steward 
your time and energy; how to move your talents to the 
place of being a strength; how to thoughtfully reflect on 
managing one’s weaknesses; and ideas on how to aim 
your strengths for God’s work in the world, in whatever 
places God has called you to! This class is for anyone 
wanting to either discover their strengths for the first 
time or who wish to get a refresher on their strengths. Contact Zanny Johnson if you need the Living Your Strengths book with 
codes to take the online strengths assessment. Please get the book and take the assessment before class.

Sunday, Oct. 9 | 10 am in Garden Room (during Sunday Forum) 
Lutheranism, the ELCA, Scripture and Life Together!
This “kitchen-sink” workshop will offer a broad take on how the Body of Christ at Trinity continues to grow and evolve: 
Thanks be to God! We will try to bridge elements of our time-honored tradition and experiment in sustainable Spirit-moving 
innovation. Join us in exploring expansive culture, theology, identity, and how we support our shared ministry. We will talk a 
bit about our heritage as Lutherans in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, how we bridge God’s story and our own 
faith journey, as well as how we steward God’s gifts. And at Trinity for both long-storied here and still fresh in our community, 
we really mean All are welcome!

New Member Sunday | Sunday, Oct. 16 at both 8:45 & 11 a.m. worship services 
Join us for New Member Sunday, when we joyfully receive new members during the service.


